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IKTRODUCTORV OBSERVATIONS, 

P6tIfT^WG 0eT SOME ADDITI^^NAL MEJSUMBS, 
SUBMITTED TO THE CONSIDERATION OF 
' / TMTE BOAHD OF AGRICULTURE. 



1BY Sm JOHN STNCLAIR, BART. 

FJtESIDElTT OF THfi BOARD. 



NITMEROUS are the institutions, which, 
in this, and in many other countries, have been 
constituted, for the purpose of collecting infor^ 
fnationj regarding various branches of human 
knowledge; but. the Board of Agricuxture, it 
is believed, is the first, either established by 
private individuals, or sandioned by public au- 
thority, with a view, not only of colledling, bui 
of digesting the knowledge it has colleSled, and 
of forming it into a regular system for the general 
beivefit of the public. 

It is not to be wondered at, that such an at'^ 
fempt should not hitherto have been made, con- 
sidering the gre^t time, labour, and expertse, which 
such an undertaking requires, if it is intended to 
be executed in a proper manner. For instance, 
"bj^fdre it was pos/ible tp give a just View of the 
agricultural st^te of Grejit Britain, it was neces- 
sary to huve repeated Surveys of the different 
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Counttes, wkH fttmk very ioade^iiatg Ao svk^ dtl- 
attempt. From these Surveys, which are at last" 
on the ev^ of being oompleted; it i& nomr propoaed 
to draw itp, imder distituSt heads^ as Brido^ires, 
Implements, Management of Grass Lands, Cattle^ 
Sheep, &c. the result of TtlfT^Wholc inquiry. Nay, 
after a roportoir any given s^bjeAj is prepared by 
some individual conversant in that particular de-^ 
partmentj it is indispensably necessary, to submit 
his observations, in a printed state^ to the exami- 
nation of as many intelligent perspns.as po^ible, 
before a paper can ultimately be drawn up, in aa 
complete a shape, and in every respcdt as per fe6l, 
as may be expected, if such a plan is judiciously 
carried into efFe^i. 

The BoAr.D of Aisricultuue having now. car- 
ried on its inquiries for several yearn, it seemed to 
be full time, that a specimen should be prepared] 
of condensed informatioiu, regarding some impor- 
^nt branch of Agriculture ; and the subject ot 
Enclosures was proposed, as one of peculiar im-» 
portance, to which the attention of the public 
had been often diredled; respediing the adv^ntag^ 
of which, a variety of opinions had been enter- 
tained ; and a subje<5t which, if the Board could 
fully elucidate, would alone amply r(?pay all th^ 
expenses which have been bestovved upon it^ 
Tljcse sentiments having been approved of by the 
Board, the following Paper was prepared by a 
very, intelligent Agficulturist, who seems to have 

done 
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done ample justice to the plan above saggestecK 
What then may not be expe^ieci, when sochf 
a work undergoes the critical examination of a 
Hunnber of able men^ who will be revvarded*^, in 
proportion to the value of the additional informa- 
tion transmitted by them. In the Course of next 
year, it is to be hoped, that the result of the whole, 
will be laid before His Majbsty, and both Hooses 
of Parliament^ and communicated to the public 
at large. Such a paper, formed with so much 
care and attention, ought to be considered as a 
species of Code, or Standard, regarding all points 
eonnedted with Enclosure ; bikI indeed must set 
almost every question regarding it at rest. When 
one subje<Sl is thus gone through, other branciies 
conne^ed with Agriculture, will, from time to 
time^ be explained, in a 9inul9r iMuner, and with 
equal care. 

It will then appear, how essential it is for the 
public prosperity, to have all the information 
whid) a great nation can furni9h, regarding any^ 
branch of useful inquiry, first .eoUe£ied» . and then 
digested into a regular system, so as to be easily 
accessible to all those, to whom the acquisition of 
such knowledge may be desira^Ie^ 

Is it possible for tlie public money to be better 
bestowed, lhan in promoting such institutions. 



* For the Premiuins offered, iee the Paper ammed to this 
JntrodactioD* 

b and 
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and efFe<3:ing obje<fls so essential for the general 
interest ? The foundation of national prosperity 
must rest, on the knowledge possessed by indivi^ 
duals, of Agriculture^ and all the other usefkl 
arts ; and where, by public encouragement, that 
knowledge is in a double ratio extensively spread^ 
a country must be doubly prosperous. Mocih, 
for that purpose, has been already effe^ed by the 
exertions of the Boakb of AoRicuLTvaK, in th« 
great department over which it presides ; but if 
the measures above recommended. Were com* 
pleted ; if the principles of every branch a»ine6hfiitl 
with Husbandry, were thoronghly explained, and 
digested; and if, by judicious laws^ alt the m^ost 
material obstacles to the improvetnent of the 
country, were removed ; and if, in partioular cases^ 
even encouragement were given to proftycte gneet 
and useful exertions; thb PROspBaiTV o^ 
British Empikb, wouxd ii^cbeasis with x ba- 
fidity, bsvoto aliu former example, and 
jiven our prs8bkt heavy ^urdeks, w^uiiq 

SCA^PBIiT 9B FBLT* 

JOHN SIJHCUIR, 

fioard of Agrimltute,'^ 
1st August, }BOT. 5 
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AS It 13 cdilcdivdd BythcrBoarJ, that a general knowi 
ledge of the advantages which have attended Enclosures, 
and of the means by which those benefits haVe accrued to 
the Public, will be found conducive to produce a conti-> 
nuance and enlargement of such operations } and as the 
Board circulates this Report merely for the acquisition of 
further information, it will give- 
To the person who shall ti^ansmit to the I^resident, the 
most valuable Additions, Eiplanations, and Illustrations^ 
to this Menioir, founded on his own experience — j4 pUa 
of Platey value Fifty Pounds j with d suitable Inscription. 

To the person who shall transmit the Additions, &C4 
next in value— -rf piece of Platey nUilue Thirty Poundsi 

The Bdai'd does not limit the rewards to these cases, 
but will vote some remuneration to Correspondents who 
transmit information really valuable. 

N. D. The Board, in all cases, reserves to itself, tho 
power of withholding the whole or any part of their Pre^ 
miums, if the Communications are not of merit to de** 
serve them. 

The Reports to be returned to the Board on or before 
the 1st of January, 1^09 ; and it is Essentially necessary 
that the Claimants should observe, that they do not sign 
their Names, but that they put a private mark, or motto, 
on their Reports, with a letter seakd, containing their 
Names enclosed. 
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GENERAL REPORT 

OH 

ENCLOSURES. 



CHAP. I. 

OP THE LANDS WHICH ARE lUE OBJECTS 
OF THE MEASURE. 

These may be arranged In the following manner : 

I. Of Waste Lands, 
n. Of Open-field Arable. 
tIL Of small Commons in Enclosed Countries. 
IV. Of Royal Forests. 




OF WASTE LANDS. 

In order that the Board may the better comprehend, 
without the trouble of searching, the various documents 

B which 
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which their attention has accuihulated, it will be proper 
to distribute this subjeA under the following heads : 

L The Extent of the Waste!:. 

II. Their present State and Value. 

ni. The Benefits that will result from enclosing them. 

IV. The progress that has been made under the pre- 
sent System. 



§ I, — Extent of the Pfaste Lands. 

It cannot be asserted that the documents coUeAed hj 
the Board, are sufficient to ascertain this with accuracy ; 
but they certainly approach nearer to it, than any autho* 
rities that were in the possession of the public before the 
establishment of that Institution. AAual Surveys can 
alone yield complete satisfaiElion. As such have never 
been made, nor any probability of being ordered, the 
approximations to truth which have been effeAed, derive 
a value which, in more favourable circumstances, would 
not attach to thenu 

Considerable attention was paid to this subjeA by the 
Committee to whom the Board referred it in 1795. By 
examining the County Reports, from general information, 
and from the measuremcnr in certain maps, they drew up 
an account, which is preserved in the Appendix (No. I.) 
By this it appears, that the 'number of acres were then. 

In England, ••••••..••••..•mmm.«.m»m.»m..9 6,259,470 

Wales, 1,629,307 



Scotland, 



. 14.,2 18,224 



Total; 



It 



22,107,001 



In 
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tn order to examine how far these quantities are con- 
sistent with th€ late estimates of the general contents of 
.the kingdom, compared with the former supposed totals 
the contents of the counties must be compared. This 
.comparison is detailed in the Appendix (No. II.) » and 
thence it appears, that by the late accounts depended on 
by Mr. Ros^ the total acres are, 37,334,400 ; and bjr 
the Reports returned to the Boas'd^ tho amount was 
37»909,455< 



^ il.~5f5iu? present State and Falue of the fFaste 
Lands. 

it is not an e^j lindertakirig, to endeaivour to ascertain 
the ncalue of an obje£k which in some cases has no valu^ 
fit all, and in cfthersi must be arranged as minus, in in-« 
quiries relating to profit. Authorities that pronounce 
common pastures to be of a value too ccmtemptible for 
estimate^ are numerous ; and although this assertion, like 
many general ones on such subjefls, is in some cases cer- 
tainly carried too far, y^t all who have attended to tho 
Stopk and feeding of commons, must well know^ that 
where advantage is most likely to accrue, the circumstances 
are so unfiivourtble, as much to lessen those benefits which 
would otherwise result. Where sheep ate the stocky and 
the iojl liable to rot> the loss by them has^ in many cascs^ 
been felt severely. Still however, on ths whole, they 
hate certainly produced something* 

From the Westmoreland Report it appears, on the 
most unquestipnable authority, that the liberty of keepii^g 
ten sheep for a whole year, may be hired for sixpence ) 
B 2 and 
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and as 5t is supposed to require six acres to maintain that 
number of sheep, the rent of such land, therefore, is only 
one penny per acre, and the price of the fee-simple of it, 
at twenty-four years purchase, two shiHings. In Wales, 
where the commons arc probably better, fourpence per 
headf per artn. is the rate of keeping a sheep on such 
ground, and other cattle in proportion. In many parts 
of the kingdom, however, it would appear, from several 
of the Reports transmitted to the Board, that many de- 
cline availing themselves of such a privilege, finding that 
it does not, on a fair calculation^ pay even common in- 
terest for the capital employed. 

" The following case (asserted by the late Mr. Bake- 
well), puts in the strongest point of view, that even 
a loss may be sustained by commonage. Let one man put 
a cow of any value upon a common, who has a right to 
do so for nothing, any time In spring, and let another 
give a farmer 1/. 6d, a week for the keep of his cow in 
an enclosure, both being of the same value when first 
turned out ; if both are driven to market at Michaelmas, 
the diflFcTcnce of price will do more than repay the ex- 
pence of the keep, without making any allowance for the 
additional quantity of milk which the cow kept in an en- 
closure must yield. In regard to sheep, if they are of a 
valuable sort, the profit of hiring land almost at any rent, 
instead of putting them on a common for nothing, is still 
greater. And the enormous losses sustained by that spe- 
cies of stock, when the rot, or any infeftious di<5order get 
into a neglefted flock, can hardly be calculated. Can there 
then be stronger arguments in favour of giving every 
possible assistance and facility to the improvement of our 
waste lands ? which at present are, in many cases, a real 
loss to the community, and a prejudice to those who 
might be supposed to derive some benefit from them, but 

which, 
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whurhy if unproved, might add millions to the national 
wealtby and furnish tho a.cans of occupation and subsist- 
ence to millions of additional subjedb*'." 

Are commonsi then^ in their present situation, of any 
▼alue ; or rather, are not they, in general, hurtful to the 
nation, and also to most part of their proprietors ?~This 
question naturally arises out of the following observation. 
• Where an enclosure of the wastes has taken place, it is 
found that the old enclosures, or the ancient estates in the 
lordship or parish, do not diminish in value; but rather 
increase after the commons ^e severed from them ; and 
that districts which have no common lands, lett holier, 
are better cultivated, and the people more industrious. 
Should this be found to be the case in general, is it not a 
very strong and convincing argument for a general gqcIo- 
«iref? 

Even to cottagers who have been supposed to reap much 
benefit, Mr. Billingsley contends that commons are 
useless. 

- Upland commons are principally depastured in the 
summer with sheep ; and if a cottager were able to stock 
ever so largely, the winter keeping, and his total inabilitjr 
to furnish them with food between the 5th of April and 
Ifitb of May (before which ^imes the commons ought not 
to be stocked), would be such a drawback, as effectually 
to exclude every idea of profit* 

Oi\ the moors, cottagers within a ipoderate distance 
from the common generally turn out a cow or two, per- 
haps a few geese, and I believe the latter are (he only 
profitable stock. Not one in ten rent land to raise winter 
subsistence* In summer, the moor commons are fire- 



* Report Ota Watte Lands, p. 8. 
t Aniiab} vol* vi. p. 284. 

b3 
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quently inundated; the capttle mast be remoVed^ anil 
temporary pasture hired on extravagant terms. On thtar 
other hand, should the season be iavourablej the redun^ 
dancy of stock, from an unlimited right of feeding, by 
reducing the produce of the cottager's coW so much below 
what it ought to be, deprives him of every real advan« 
tage. 

** Proprietors or occupiers of large estates, in the vi^ri^ 
nity of a common, by turning out great quantities of s^ock 
' hy day, and taking them home to feed by night, have de« 
rived the only benefit which an over-fed common cooldf 
^ord. 

*^ The cattle of the cottager, as well as of the distant 
{Commoner, under this competition, must unavoidably 
suffer; The latter may be recruited by ocomonal removal 
to better pasturage : the former, having none, must hire* 
6t leave them on the common either in a stunted or 
Starved condition. These are hOs of general notoriety^ 
on which it will not be easy to deduce (comtnunibus 
any material benefit to the cottager from stocking ; bnl 
when the expense of winter support is added, the ques^ 
tion is decided, and the presumed advantage is converted 
Into a positive loss. 

" For ten or twelve shillings per annum a common- 
right might be rented. Nothing gives, with greater accu* 
racy, the value of a thing, than fair and unrestrained 
competition : if so, when the privilege of stocking a com-^ 
mon for a year might be obtained for ten or twelve shik 
iings, by a farmer possessed of means to accommodate 
i^tocking to every variety of season, what can the value be 
to & cottager deprived of these ? Insteifd ^f ten or twelve 
shillings, the annual nett value of common-rights enclosed* 
have been from three pounds to twenty pounds per ann. ; 
which, as an unquestionable fad, estabBdted, without 

scruple 
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scruple or hesitation, the private as well as public import* 
ance of the enclosing system. 

Most of the stocking cottagers-have rights appendant 
to the cottages without land^ under the denomination of. 
auster tenements. To these* allotments are made» equal- 
in quantity and quality, as to farms of the greatest ei^tent. 
Here the cottage claimant, by relinquishing a, privile^f:. 
injurious rather than lucrative, b placed in a better situa- 
tion than the proprietor of an extensive farm^ who sur^ 
renders every advantage of stocking which capital, situa? 
tion, and convenience give him, for equality of allot- 
ment with the former, who has no sacrifice to make, but 
ignorance and prejudice* and who derives from his allot- 
ment a clear undiminished profit. 

This description ia by no means eyaggmted. The 
parish of Wedmore,. which abounded with cottage com-- 
mons, and one of the largest and most opulent in Somer« 
cetshire, will illustrate the value of commons. Within^ 
twenty years there have been enclosed upwards of 3000 
acres of rich moor land, heretofore, when in commons^ 
rendered unproductive by inundations and their conse- 
^enceSf six or seven months in the year; and when 
pasturable for the remaining months, of little value, from 
being overstocked; which land is now set, with liberal ' 
allowance of profit to the occupier, from SO to 60/. per 
acre. These enclosures are made by ditches, which by 
annual cleansing, and spreading the contents over the sur-. 
face^ afiford an excellent manure, with a new and exten- 
sive source of labour, of the most productive kind whereby 
the poprWate has been reduced, or at least has not ex- 
ceeded its former amount, before any enclosure had taken 
place." 

That these are important fafts cannot be denied ; and: 
they tend very strongly to prove^ that ^he value derived.. 

B 4 from 
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from feeding commons must be estimated at a very .loir 
rate. 

What proportion of the twenty-two millions of waste 
acres is to be considered as impossible to cultivate, except 
by planting, there are no documents which will enable us 
to ascertain ; and especially as planting, which is so gene* 
rally applicable, must be considered as a very beneficial 
purpose to which to apply .the greater part of such lands. 

In the Appendix (No. III.) are some notes relative to 
certain wastes, which it is presumed will shew the im«- 
portance of cultivating them. 



^ III. — Tlue Benefits that result from Enclosing 
Waste Lands. 

Thb is a subjeA which can detain a reader but a short 
time. Where the value while in common is so low, that 
many good judges have questioned whether all the com- 
mons in the kingdom are worth a groat to the public, the 
endosurei division, and cultivation of them in any degree^ 
must be a great advantage indeed*. The Board possesses 
ample proofs of this faft, from which a very cursory selec- 
tion will leave not the slightest doubt. As the subjeft, 
however, should be clearly understood in all its bearings, 
ud thp degree of the merit of these measures ascertained, 
even where most decisive, it will be necessary to examine 
this result in relation to, 



• To the public : for it is of advantage to the public to vest money in 
bringing land to produce, which did not produce before ; yet not of ad- 
vantage to an individual, unless he geu a return of five per cent, on mo- 
ney laid out.^G. 0*P* 

1. The 
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1. The Farmer, 
^. The Landlord. 
8. The Poor. 

4. The Chbrch ; and, 

5. The Public. 

fKH these are Interested m the measure. 

1< — TJTJS TARMERK 

There have been cases .in which one or two great 
fantoers, whose lands were conveniently situated adjoin- 
ing a large, drj, and valuable common, who might pos- 
3ibl7 make a greater profit by sweeping off the food, 
and starving all other stock, by flocks of i'olding wethers^ 
than such few individuals could receive from the share 
afterwards allotted to their farms; but as $^cb^ benefit 
was always gained by an equal degree of los^ to every 
one beside, it ia no case merited the smallest attention, 
however clamorous such individuals might be against the 
enclosures. These cases also are rare, and demanfl no 
more than admitting the possibility of their existence* In 
all others, the division is absolutely beneficial, and even 
singularly so; for the farmers who in consequence of ap 
enclosure aA, receive the addition of allotments, cultivate 
them without adding to their capitals, perhaps not (o their 
teams, and scarcely to their trouble or attention ; th^ be- 
nefit is pure, and unmixed with any drawback, giving 
them a larger profit than that proportion of advantage 
which they derived from their origi nal fiarms. The benefit 
to this class, therefore, cannot admit of any doubt. 



* The interest of a farmer sinkt in that of the landlord; unless ic 
meant the fanner on long lease, to' whose case this argument is good. 
He has a tabstamive interest at the moment of eadosurew— G. 0. P, 
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The advantages arising from enclosing of commons^ 
in respeft to the improvement of stock) is obvious : while 
in a state of common, every one turns on what he pleases, 
and there is generally double the quantity nf stock that 
there ought to be. The consequence is, they make no 
improvement ; they barely exist ; the yearly profits how 
small ! Should an enlightened breeder wish to improve his 
sheep, how is he to effedfc it, while his ewes mix promiscu- 
imsly with his neighbours' flocks ? If he had the best tup 
in the kingdom, can he be sure that one of his ewes would 
be tupped by him, while there are probably nor less than 
half a score of his neighbours to contest the female with 
him ? On the other hand, if the common were enclosed, 
every one would stint with that species of stock for which 
liis allotment was best adapted, and in such numbers as 
would ensure profit. When he can confine his ewes within 
his own enclosure, be can make whatever experiments he 
pleases, by putting a few, or many ewes, to any particular 
top, without any fear or apprehension of having a spuri- 
ous breed, by the interference of his neighbours : he is 
also enabled to keep his flock from many disorders : few 
commons, but have some trads of land liaUe to the rot : 
how are they to be prevented from depasturing upon it i 
or if the scab, or other infeftious disorders, have taken 
pbce among any flock on the common, how is he tn 
avoid it*?" 



The case of the landlord is dispatched in a momenta 
£cHr in no case whatever can he be supposed to have de- 
rived one hundredth part of the benefit from commons^ 



8 TBE LANBtORD. 



« CimAierUad Report, p. I8S. 



which 




^hidi their enclosure gives him^ bysubje^ng his portion 
to a reot per acre, proportionably to the benefit derived 
by the farmer. If he received any thing from the com- 
mon by means of plantations, i.t must have been by en- 
/closure under certaip z&s, and ^erefore is excluded from 
this consideration. 

I do not, howevo*^ mean to assert, that landlords have 
in all cases profited; exceptions there certainly are ; and 
St has been very properly observed, that " cases ipay be 
shewn, where the landlords have not recdvcd five per cent. 
4>n the enclosure of the best land i from extreme cost of 
commission, solicitor, contest, and enclosure*.'* 

The Bishop of Landaff calculates, that a barren 
^estate consisting of one thousand acres, though placed 
in a high and bleak situation, may be improved by 
plantation from 4/. 3/. 4^. to 400/. per annum, or Si. 
per acre, reckoning the value of a reversion at a pre* 
sent certainty, and stating the interest of money only 
at 4/. per cent. In other places, however, more favour- 
able to the growth of trees, the profit is estimated muck 
higher. In the Hampshire Report, in particular, p. SO, 
it is stated by two very experienced nurserymen, that 
even poor land, when planted, will produce at the end of 
twenty-five years, at least IW/. of value in timber and 
fire-wood. In Scotland, Dr. Robertson states the profit 
at 6/. per acre. Perth Report, p. 107* — The Bishop seems 
to have hit on a just and proper medium, applicable as an 
average to the whole kingdom f. 

It may be observed here, that landlords have not, in 
snany cases of waste commons, profited by applications to 
parliament, possibly for want of knowing that a£b have 
passed for the sale, or letting of waste commons, and for 

* &rG.O. PaoL f Report on Waste lands, p. 17. . 

applying 
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applying the profits thereof in aid of the poor^-ratcs, and 
this without the appointment or expense of commisr 
sioners ; by iresting sach coounission in . trustees^ ^incl 
selling enough of the land to pay for the aft. 
• .See the printed a£k for Coltoni^ in Sta^ordshire. 

The benefit in this case is by no means unmixedj and 
therefore denunds a more careful examination : general 
assertions are of very little valuei and especially when they 
come from persons direftly interested in the measure. 
Many arguments have been framed^ as well as assertions 
advanced^ to prove that enclosing commons has been uni^ 
versaUy beneficial to the poor; but as this is dlre£ll^ in the 
teeth of their own feelings and positive assertions^ as well 
as of those of many other most respe£table eye-witnesses i — 
as the amount of the evilj if it exists at all> can never prove 
a reason against enclosings but at mostj call merely for a 
more tender attention to their interest, these papers 
woyld be very incomplete, if the question was not fairly 
examined. The national benefits of enclosing are much 
too great and dtccided^ to w;^t the smallest concealment 
in s^y 

In the year J1800 a journey was made of ^iboye 1600 miles, 
in which the eSedl of enclosing, on the spot where the en- 
closures had taken place, was examined, wjthout trusting to 
the reports of the pow only, but qf the clergy, farmers, 
and even commissioners who had been employed ; and it 
appeared, XhsX in m^tny cases (he poor had unquestiox^bly 
been injured. In some cases, mauy cows had been kept^ 
without a legal right, and nothing given for the praBice. 
In other cases, where allotments were assigned) th^ cot- 
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tagers coaM not pay the expense of the measure, and 
were forced to scH their allotments*. In others, they 
kept cows by i'ight of hiring their cottages, or common 
Tights, flAidthe land going of connse to the proprietor, 
Was added to the farms, and the poor sold their cows: 
this is a very common case. The causes were in this 
manner various, bat the tesult the same% The Board 
will observe that these injuries, in faSl^ though not in . 
Ugal righft^ are not mentioned to shew that such enclo- 
sures should not have uken place ; nor to assert that an 
increase of regular employment by the cultivation of the 
farmers might not more than make amends for them, 
which is another question, but to state the fa£ts really as 
they are. In the Appendix (No. IV.) the cases are dc»- 
'tailed, and there are added counter instances of enclosures, 
which have increased the cows of the poor, and thereby 
added greatly to their well being, their comfort, their 
morals, and their industry. No refleAion attaches to 
the general measure of enclosing, but a call is afforded to 
give that attention to the interests of the cottagers^ which 
has been very successfully paid in various instances. 

In December of the same year (1800), a Committ^^e of 
the House of Commons sat on the high price of provi- 
sions; the Right Hon. Dudley Rtoer in the chair. 
By their orders, letters were sent to the ministers of the 
1S4-5 parishes and places that had been enclosed during 
the first forty years of his present Majesty. The object 
was, to ascertain the increase or decrease* of the culture 
of wheat; but the clergy, in their answers (1384 in 
Dumber), adverted to various other circumstances; and 
a few of them to this point —of the efFeA of the 



* The great lots of die poor is the loss of ftifl, where long custom lias 
prevailed. (Appcxi4ix» No. IV.) 
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cndostjrcs on the interests of the pcoiC* In tweoty-nioer 
cases out of thitty-one noted, the poor, in the opinion of 
the ministers, were sufferers by losing their cows, and 
other stock. (Appendix, No. IV.) There docs not appear 
to be any thing done illegally in any of these cases : in 
some instances, the poor had no legal right to keep 
stock* on the commons; and in others^ allotments were 
assigned them ; but as they were unable to be at the 
expense of the enclosure, it forced them not only to sell 
their cows, but their houses also. This is a very bard 
case, though a legal one ; and as instances are not want- 
ing of a much more humane conduft, it is to be lamented 
that the same motives did not' operate in all. 

Relative to the interests of the poor, in enclosing com« 
mons and waste lands, it is scarcely possible to have- the 
subje£l fully before the Board, without referring to a 8ub« 
jeA which early in the institution obtained much attentioQ» 
first brought forward ill a paper On the Utility of Cot-- 
tagcrs renting Grass Landi by the Earl of Winchilsea 
ami since very satirfaftorily examined and exemplified in 
the detail of various other cases that have at dif- 
ferent times been brought before the Board. These 
are very numerous, under very different circumstances, 
distant from each other, and uniform in only one 
point,— that' of the incomparable effcfts which have 
attended the system. 

This consists in permitting the labouring poor to rent 
land enough for the due support in winter as well as in 
summer, of one or more cows, according as they are able 
to procure them. The humanity of such a measure is a 
very strong recommendation ; but in a general system, 
such a motive must be sunk, as too weak to expeft any 

* These are all cases which the. Lawyers term Usurpation. 

general 
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generail operation. The grand objeft is the reduAion ol 
poar-rates j a burden which has of late years proceeded 
vith so rapid an increase, as to threaten very heavy evils 
to the landed interest. The cSeA of the poor possessing 
property in cattle, and occupying land to feed them, has 
been so powerful a spur to industry and sobriety, as to 
have taken them entirely :trom the parish ; insomuch, that 
wherever the plan has been carried into execution, the 
poor-rates are as low as they Can be, and exist chiefly for 
objeAs with which the poor have little concern ; and what 
shews the power of this motive to carefulness in a 
manner which ought to leave no doubt on the mind of 
the reader, is the circumstance, that where the system 
was established, there poor rates did not rise on account 
of the scarcities ; the poor thus favoured, receiving 
no more from the parish at those periods than in com* 
mon times, that is to say, nothing I Strange it is, that this 
system has many enemies on the question of the theory } 
but that which he^ stood the test of pra^ce^and through 
two severe scarcities, is no proper objeA for theory to 
work upon. Reasoning on such a point, is little better 
than impertinence. In the Appendix (No. V.) some fa6ls 
are collected bearing on this point, and which will be 
sufficient to establish its wise and prudent policy. 

The motive for my introducing the subjef): here, is the 
capital opportunity which is offered by bills for the en- 
closnre of commons, to execute this measure to the 
greatest advantage } it demands no other attention than to 
preserve allotments which are made in consequence of 
cottage common-rights, inalienable from the cottages, and 
not to be occupied but with them. This has already been 
• provided for in certain ads, particularly those of North wold 
and WSbraham (for fuel land), and provision might aUo 
be iMde against *any persons bom to such families ever be- 
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coming chargeable to the parish. It h clear, that a proper 
attention to this system, when commons are enclosed) might 
be the means of doing away nineteen twentieths of those 
poor-rates so heavily complained of; and at the same 
time, prove the greatest blessing to the poor them^lves. 
Who are every where eagerly anxioas to possess a cow. 

Sir George O. Paul, Bart, in a Letter to Sir John 
Sinclair, printed but not published in 1796, has some 
observations on the interest of the poor in enclosures, so 
pointedly just, and so well and ably written, that it v^ovld be 
a deficiency in this inquiry not to qtiote the passage here. 

*^ if the Bill, in treating Wastes and Commons/ 
was understood exclusively to regard wastes whereon 
there were no other interests to be satisfied, but such at 
were represented by some real or substantia/ claim, 
whereby the extent of the pretension might be correctly 
nieasured and indettinified ; no more would be requisite; 
to justice, than to provide a mode for obtaining the 
positive valuation of the respeflive claims, and to deter-^ 
mine on a common standard of relative valuation, whereby 
to proportion the correspondent allotment. From the 
title of the bill, I suppose wastes ufiJer aH possible circum^ ^ 
stances to be included ; indeed, I do not conceive that 
Qiny Ym^ escclusive and can be drawn: under its 
operation therefore (if it passes bto law), numberless 
wastes will be brought into question} whereon a variety 
of popular usages have been immemorially exercised, 
which, if not regarded in the law, will remain to be here- 
after encountered by it. By the printed Report of the 
Committee, and its Appendix, we are assured, < That 
every possible attention to the xights of such commons 
would necessarily be paid; — that their rights nvould be 
preserved^ or ample compensation made, that their 
situation would, in every respe^ be ameliorated.' Not- 
Withstanding 
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withstanding this proailssing hope for soch authority; 
notwtthsti^nding the clauses of the bill designing to fulfil 
it ; lam not yet convinced but that there exists a desorip* 
tion of persons, who, in carrying this national benefit 
into execution, must be deprived of privileges and usagesi 
which, with the best disposition of parliament, it will be 
found nearly impossible to satisfy hi like kind* Althouf^ 
it should be proved by the correft calculator,* that such 
privileges will not be intrinsically valuable in that in* 
proving state of society whith wc are supposing^ yet they 
are dear to the feeliags of the possessori, and so natural 
to their habits, that they will relu&antly commute them 
for greater bencfitSi Numerous are the people, wlu^ 
generation after generation, pass their lives in the en^y** 
ment of their privileges, and dt^vr from, them the whole 
of their miserable existence 

Again — Distress, in time <>f a high price of. com, 
and consequent dependence on. parish relief .and private 
bounty, will press on each individual poor man iu«pro* 
portion as he is more or less destitute of land to cultivatei 
to produce the food Of bis- family* 

Without entering into the very doubtful question of 
the good or evil tendency of large &rm^ it noay be adoiit*) 
ted, without contest, that in proportion to the population, 
the number of those*pers^94 whocultivate at all for them- 
selves 4s grievously diminished of those who cultivate 
sufiic^ent for ihe supply of their family, . and a. littU mort^ 
the class is nearly annihilated. 

Insomuch as a man cultivates a portion of the earU& 
for himself, he will b^ pi^eAed fronr the evil arising from 
the high price of its produce. — If he can produce a€ 

* ObfenratioDt on the General Enclosure BUI, Sir G. O. Paul, 
BaR.*1796, p. 81. 
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borne a sufficiency tn kind for his sustchancci it tir'ift 
of no importance to him what may be the price required 
hf those who cultivate for others. Including manufac* 
torersy a general position might be excessive, but it is not 
•D to say, that every agricubunU labourer (having a fa- 
mily) ought to occupy, at least, a third of an acre of land 
to caltivate-fer bumelf^ which, though not gratuitous, 
thoald be let to ham at a rent at Which the landlord should 
only not beai loser, he should be a gainer by the divi« 
ipton \ which \% to say, that if land Be worth a fiihiea per 
acre in a field of ^thirty acres, the cottager should pay se- 
ven shillings per acre for his third. This is not a net^ 
view of the l^w of England, though the statute which en- 
couragtd it is obs lete and repeakd. It is time it should 
be revvfod, od a more enlightened principle than it was 
before imagined. 

An evil <xitts, and is, I believe, every year increasing 
in extent m every part of the idngdom, namely, the want 
of wholesome dwellings for the poor, at a rent within the 
reteh of that portion of earnings, which the master of a 
family may be supposed to set asidfie fur that purpose. 
There is little reason to expeft that such buildings will 
ever again be provided, as heretofore, by the spcculationi 
of eel£.inter«t».'*^ « 

The same able writer observes; * I do net think it 
tieeessary that a special allotment of land should be given 
in fee to a'day4ab<}urer| earning six shiltings per week, 
who cannot pay for the common necessaries of life for a 
fomily. A diani caimot look forwaVd to future interests 
#ho is pressed by the calamity of the tndment \ the bur* 



• " Th's ma^be cowidered as ap izMtancc in poiot, of the evil conse- 
quence to the day*labdurer, of the general rite of wag^ee of the body of 
artificer!.** 

den 
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<ktt of thtf gift to such a tnaiii would dottbled to tht 
grantors, because it muit^ of necessif)"! enclosed at thci^ 
expense, and the benefit would ht Mptd \tf the baker 
or the huckst^]^ of the tillage, who >rtrith a View to the? 
acqtiisitioil, would encOOfage a cftdit which Would de^ 
-voni^ the estate in a fcW months. 

The laboui'ing or agricultural fotift ft class oC 
tlie communitj, which, in i political aS well as moral 
view, peculiarly require th^ proteAlon of th« legislature* 
It is the class^ the rate of whose wages ttiust ultimately 
decide the comitiercial interest of the kingdom } it it 
the class by whose individual tomforts the toth of the 
li^eiierail comfoft of the eofpire mttst be calculated* But, 
til tegard to this Useful and numerous part <^ the com^ 
munity, I maiDtaih, that iQSceadr of giving bounties and; 
benefaAions which tend to make them idle and depen** 
dene> they should be enabled, to supply their neeessitiest 
and derive theif comforts^ thfoUgh the means of thcix* 
own industry : I contend tot themi that an equitable ba^ 
lance should be i*estored between the earnings of av 
industrious, sober, and willing labourer, and the cost o£ 
house rent and the necessary anieles of sustenance and 
clothing for himself, and a family of atehige btimbers^ 
When the labourer has thus ettabled himself by his earn* 
ings to pay money for the use of a bouse, I ttien look 
to the national polity to provide so th%t, he may obtain, 
a house for his money | sti^h a house aa shall screea 
him from the inclem«sncy of the seasons, add enable bimf 
to arrange his family in some degree eonsistent witb 
Botialidecency* 

I Bmher should require, tUt appurtenant to tbit 
cottage, so to be rented, he should occUfqr so much gar<^ 
den ground ifk should ease his expeiSditfire io the imrne^ 
diate produAion^ c^ the tmh$ auid segtre him from tbft 



c2 



severe 




9C^ CENBKAI« REPORT tJN tNCDOSURtSi 



severe efieds of M occBsieaal bigh price of theni« Ip 
this view tk^ allotment of .pertions of land to cottages^ 
where it can* b< done, . f h^gh not an immediate bounty to 
the poori is their iiensiqaent hinefiti so considcred> the uti- 
lity is the sac^> whether the owner in fee be the lord of 
the village or the mason of it % but^ in either case, whether, 
you give a bounty or satisfy claim, I submit to you the 
equity of correA.ing the propped manner of discharging, 
the cost of.ea<losipg«"-*-P. 49. 

Iti the vai*ioUs publications which have appeared at dif« 
ferent periods in defence^' the rights of the church and 
in favour of tithes,* I ido-tiot recoUeft one word tending 
to show that the enclosure of common pastures is, in any 
respedl, against the intarests <rf the clergy. The benefit 
IS too palpable and decisive td bear a question; The only- 
Consideration which the topld affords, is how fai* such ob^ 
je£b of enclosure should tiiduce incuiribents and others 
Concerned for the interest of the church, in reason to 
ihitigate those demands which have in various case$ pre* 
Tented enclastire taking place* Many are the instances in* 
which aK oommutation for land has been rejected, and 
Ae proprietors forced to undertake the. heavily expensive 
Kustness -without anf bxoncrration from'titlic: this has gen©** 
rally been the case in Norfolk, and to this circumstance 
w to be'attribufcd -the unenclofied state of the remaning 
Mimer^s cbnModK in that • couAty* Such a condoA i» 
decidedly against the interest of the church ; for it piu 
Tents future encl6sux<es, and all the benefit that* tb^odld 
rdsult from them.- - 

-•Sir G. Paoc, Bart, has given some obsemtions'oo 
Hus aubj^) wbieb-weU deaekrve attention. ' ^ '^^ > 

4 . . - . « In 
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In regard \o lands in common, whieli froiti' theil* 
large cxtentj or intrinsic good quality, will ofiof iiiftciifllt 
advantages to the capitalist, if a general law^stMild bf 
complete to their purpose, the parties intending to enclose 
will undoubtedly proceed under it ; but if the General 
Aft be wanting "in material powers, which by a special 
application to parliament may be obtained, they witl^ot 
accept -the saving you purpose to provide. " : * : *J 

Suppose, for instance, it is designed to' enclose a C^ih- 
mon tontiifiing a thousand acres o£ Ismd, woffh 15A per 
acre, will any body of "men in their senses eftter Cta tht 
measure without making a previous agreement, and ol>- 
taining suiScient powet-s t6 commute the tkhes. Which 
may arise from it in consequence of cultivation \ vrhm\Sf 
the additional 'e:ltpease of a few hundred pounds, thcjr 
may^ establish such agreement before' they emterk their 
capital in the speculation* ?" ' ' T 

• Agkin — ^ I maintain that Ihe property of tfthe-owners 
of every description (whether present or expectant) btigbt 
to be guarded as 4iiUy a^ that of the owner hf any oth^r 
share of the land rent (perhaps there are some reasons 
why it should he more particularly guaaded by law). 
I would not call on tliem for a sacrifice of any thing be- 
yond 9, prejudice, and even that should be liberally com- 
*pfensatedi 'but £f thcre^does exist a prejbdlefci^ and il tKe 
sacrifice of it be highly impiMUit to^be national income } 
if the cause of the national church be interested in the 
^gbbd tndtirsbattdiiii^ at 
dea^^ kt?xfaeiiegttljMre;^b^>ato 

^iliiitiotili iVvo .may 'be? ifMuredl VNat)! o9oifiiitiakthe>;&a|u 
ammy. xdr a Iparish isifBr'^neitioxi^ if the^OM^halltif k tie 

• ''t- c3 relieved, 
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p^kvcdp the conciliatory intention will fail of effeft; tho 
irrltatioa will not be correAed^ but r^th^ elicited by tb« 
^peti}c4 coi^parifion," — P. 17, 

9.—THS j>u^t/c. 

ThcolijeAioiis wbiph bave bitherto been ofejed against 
the enclosure of comcnons^ have ,hcc0 so weak a^d il}- 
ibunded, as not to tperit any particular attentionywhen 
urged as iiiotivel to prevent the attempt, i^t all ^vent&p 
iht public must be benefited ; to convert traAs really or 
4iearly waste, into profiuble farms ; to change ling (or 
turnips gorse for barley \ and ov^tocked and rotting 
|[rass lands tp wheat, and every other useful produ£Uonj| 
•ia a real acquisition of territory, pregnant with every s^dir 
•irantage..Atjtending the busbai^dry of the kix^gdoin } £M>dgi 
population, wealth and strength* 

Qearly M'the benefit of suoh eyertion^ must appear^ 
'that the va$t importance may be (he more strongly .iv^ 
pressed, some cases much deseryif^ $|ttc|ition are ^ukie4 
in thp Appendi^^ (No. VL) 



^ ly.-trrT^ Progress that has bef^ tirade under 

: At'tkc^ptiiod wfaenrthe BQard.'pr(|ieai^ 

-fdatiKre^iy]irfae:^tdbiof tUec|pi^dom% as itotvtidmftQry to 

t Cencrat'Ea^lofur^'ffi^lUn wgunient thcoiSiscd.iOBhov 

tfiiat suck a'metiuriB was.aiiiiei]miry, waa (the very nfid 

^tkBk 6if tke meaaure trQmmwIf had recourse Jto^ ^hafl: nf 

feptrtte aA9 for eadi ^^^losiire, In ord^^ ascertain 

|he df^ree «eliattc« w}^^ cpuld be pittml w this old 

flF«cm, 
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system, I have examined the retiims firom thc.Ministert 
of 1384 places enclosed by^a^s. of parliamemj which 
passed in the fi^st forty years of His present Majesty, an4 
have extraAed from such as gave the number of acres of 
waste and commoni the amount, which proved to be, la 
England and Wales, 598^942 acr^s. The particulars arc 
given in the Appendix (No. Vll.) 

So small a proportion of the great mass of the wastes 
!n so long a pe;riod, during which the system was in it$ 
fullest vigQur, gives the most complete answ^ possible 
the suggestion alluded to ; and proves that this method 
of proceeding is so slow, that F.ere it to advance with 
undipiinished speed (which however is not to be expedl* 
^d), it throws the attainment of the object to so remote 
a period, that , scarcity may^ repeat her visitation many 
times before such measures can have the smallest influence 
to prevent it. 



^ v.*— ffTir/ do manif TraSfs remain Waste a/ier 
A8s have passed for their Enclosure f 

It appears by the returns of the Qergy of the parishes 
enclosed in the first forty years of His present Majesty^ 
that large traOs in various parts of the kingdom, and es- 
pecially in the north, included in the aAs, remain in the 
same waste state In which \hey were found on passing the 
bills : this is so remarkable, that it merits a few observa* 
tions. 

In jill the cases t^hich have come to tny knowledge, it 
Bas bieen occasioned by the failure of itt-judgcd ittemptt 
to form coniF-fiurms, ot gain com crops i» toils or cfi^ 

c4 mates 
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mates improper for that produ£lion. On mountains and 
moors, where the elevation is considerable, such waste 
traAs should be converted to grass witkout attempting 
com, yrhich is extremely liable to fail in produA, or be 
lost in a late harvest \ and when this ill-judged plan has 
been attempted, the bad success discourages others ^ and 
such trads of land, which might be highly useful in the 
hands of those w4io know what to do with them, are 
abandoned as not worth cultivating. This is a commons 
and very mischievous error ; nor is it easy to conceive 
how a whole neighbourhood is prejudiced by such ill- 
judged attempts. It may in pertain ca$es be proper 
to sow some oats, wherewith to lay down to grass^ 
but rarely advisable to let them stand for a crop: they 
should be mown for hay. These elevated traAs, which 
are so ungenial for corn, are vtery well adapted to grass ; 
and when the preparation is by sufficient draining, 
paring and burning, and lime (if to be procured), they 
ynl\ yield good turnip, ^ abbage, and potatoe crops, for 
the utter destruAion of the ling, and then be in excellent 
•rder for l^ing dowp ^ o gra^s to gr^^t profit. I {lavt 
known draining, burning, and lime for grass-seeds, succeed 
even without tillage, and very valuable sheep-pasture^ 
formed at a comparatively small expense. In some cases, 
2, crop of forn h mischievous, and in many unprofitable. 
The right plans Tqr improving such lands are known an4 
pyblishjcd, frpm a(i\ple experience ; and it can only be 
ignorance of what has been already done, that can now 
lead men into errors, which> causing failures and disap* 
pointment, become produ£tive of foolish prejudices against 
such wastes, ia the minds of men as ignorant as the 
foolish undertakers, who look for corn where Na^ti;^e io-r 
fcndefl only ^en crpps and grass, 

ff€T« 
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SECTION IL 
OF OPEN.FIBLD ARABLE. 



The open^fiel4 anble vj^xm^ which has taken 
g century to lessen in a small degree in this kipgdom^ 
(he general* system of Surope. and prevails at pre- 
sent in every part of the Continent. A traveller meets 
'with it from Andalusia to Siberia; 9nd it abounds, ia 

' 4. 

proportion to the backwardn^ of ^1 the countries .in 
which it is found. . A village of farmers .;ind labourers 
surrounding a churcb^ and environed by,j;bref, or four, 
and in a few cases» by .fiye4)pen and e^tjrodfd, arable 
fields^ form the sped^ck of Cambric^jj. Huqti^gdoi^ 
And Northampton ^e^^ a9unv>^ch as Qn, the.l^qifie^ and 
pnthe plainui of Mot^w* . {jJonvenience w;is...eertainl]r 
found in the yr^ngftw>r»it» or at would not have bccqt 
imiversal ; 4sd the custoofri^npe^established^ would neces* 
sarlly bring with it those vij^ts,.of commonage which ' 
have proved such a stumbling, hloc/c., in the path^ of mo-* 
dem improvers. The divisiop ^d ^angfp ^of "fVfffP^y^ 
in the bpse of many (:fQ^rieS| have fritter;ed^.^^^^i\^9 
morsels the portions which oojpe might have biq^ii i)f . a 
jDore rational extent} ^d broiig^t other incQn:^ilie^ces 
which have since beeif felt severely. For.the last 
.years it has not reqififed manj arguments. to a^fvioce 
well-informed persons of ^e advantage of a new divisioa 
and arrang^inent of thqe properties} but the xpss has 
liotyet.bc^ sufficiently epiightened} or the li^eces^ity of 
the applip^ion for distinO ada q( parliament for every 
attempt at improvement, could . not haye t)een stuck xm 
with such tenaciptts jeaiottsy. ^ . 

A cet. 
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A certain portion of each manor, tinder the name 
<»f demesne lands, was in general occupied by the pro* 
prietor, or lord, and was cuhxvated for his behoof » by 
hb sbves or aefvabts, as&t^.b^ t^e pd^ooal services of 
the neighbouring tenants ; a second portion, under the 
mmt of comnton fielth Mtt Tneadows, was occupied 
by the tenants of the manor, who kept part of it in hay 
Ibr'ihe winter provision «f rhe!r cattle, and who cukivated 
tlie Mt for ghAti : the reminder was called the lord's 
%raste, and being considered of little valae, was appro- 
|>riated for sitp^tyin'g the inlilibitants of the manor with 
%ro6d th'c 'i^rpose 6f btrilding or repairing their 
Ikouses, cotrstniftilig ithplemehti of husbandry, Aiei, &c.) 
Uso with itntf tod with herbage; where, in tolerable 
%jeftstoi, th'e kittle, 'sh<i6p, ahd hiorties of the lord and his 
faiabts, feut^d th^ ttidins bf siib»$Mict. The first por- 
Viwt Wis hdd hi sevehdtyi zitd teven at an early period 
Was ditentedoseti, to fm^eni^the encr6achihents 6f the 
ietiam^ in the 'neighb6airt^>od. The second, whilst the 
h*o{} tfaS' upon the girobn^d^ wfiethbr' meadow grass or 
gnriti, bel6ngtd exclnsi^ety'tb ihe persons by whom H 
was k>espeftively occupied v no*' sooner was the crop 
Sedire,' than- it rlcverttdltitb state bf commonage* The 
third ^vision always kmained m common » subjeA to a 
>l^^y of regulations aceohdfaig to the tush^ms established 
fti ihe ' different n)anor$,^^cording as the tommon was 
itmttfd tfr ohstint'ed, 6r ^iVhkr more^han ont manor or 
toWnAtp ha|ip?hitd t&^e flflfeAt &l fe d'ta thei^itne waste*.*' ' 
^ ihfro'dtfftion 61 tVe common field husbandry 

ifcems to liave b^n very ttow Md progrtehrfe. The dis- 
-pAsei rituation ted snisShlie^ df the til^ces t€ common 
ietd lan'd^ now hi cultivation, evrdentiy shbw, that thfe 
bccupiers began with tOliAg -a'^^e atat (tlx. tOft iifi 

*' " ' • ' ' * • 

* Report on Walte Lan^ pi 
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work &r a plough), or perhaps only half an acre each| 
and that,, as a want of com incrcaBed, thcf -^laduayf 
increased their cultivation, until they had cubiya^ed all 
that was most proper for that purposc4 still leaving tboae 
parts which were less fit for the plough, or mor4 distttiH 
from home, in a constant state of cammonagei hut, by 
mutual agreement, keeping the cattle out- of .cuUivated 
parts till after harvest* 

This was the origin of common fields. 

^* By the same kind of mutual agreement they-aliuc v% 
and in some caMs enclosed, such parts of tlieir cMimoli 
pastures which were most pisoper to mow for hay, A- 
yiding thein into certam specific quantities, cilhar bf 
Jand'^marks, or by lot^ for mowsngn and fv^ferfng -de 
common herd of cattle to feed them sigaip as apon m 
the hay. was carried off, tilhit wa» li^ to lay them;np^for 
/St n^w ^rqp* # 

^* This was the origin of common meadows. 
And these mutual agreemci^ts, origimrily feondh^ 
in necessity, hecame, when zpptenfd by the lords, and 
observed for a length of tirnt kf the toMlts, what an 
called Custom of Manors,'' caMtitvting the very eneiice 
vof the Court Baron, or Manorial «Coiut; 1)y w^icb, .'Ullk 
lord and tenants wea^,aiHi are ^,\HWxd ^ otld^f veUd^ 
though the lord or his steiy»i^;is^;th^ tk^tfinatm 
^ the jury; theCtutqm<of:MlQ:Almir roq«aUy bindkf 
both^.'' 

4rt&owf tbilt a ipreat nnnber of them w!ne orfgiDaliy aa 
.MeihaBdf .aiNl llMit ^mt ^drnfm^km mu n -fludBr of 
ifimmf aPNi Ml of imo^ity w ^aiwident. The vaBks of 
^ia dimriftj^e i^i$amt ^irithoitf on pboiftiaa} iotemAiaf 



longi- 
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loDgitudiiialfy hy rivulets* ' The tides of these rivulets^ 
being the most eligible situation for building, became of 
course crowded with houses as. much as possible. These 
allies, 'With their accompanying rivulets (provinciallj 
•called boums), are frequently from three to five miles 
apart, and hilts intervene between bourn and bourn. 
•The shapd - of manors, therefore, necessarily became a 
narrow oblong. It was necessary that' each manor should 
have water, should have meadow ground, and should 
Jiarve wot>d for fuel ; (pit coal being very little, if at all 
in use at that time). The proper situation of the mea- 
dow groand was always liear the river; for the wood» 
usually on V the summit of the hills, the greatest part of 
them berngf evidently once covered with it^^ and many of 
them are still s0* ' 

^ The liatural division of the manors of this distri^l 
«ras» therefore, into long i^arrqw strips from river to 
wood, with^ tight to the use of both : and, as the dis* 
^mition of much the greatest part of the 'district is' in 
.this way,, it shows* that such disjposttion was the work 
of accommodation, ghren by ihd original grantors or su- 
iperior lords^* to the grantees or inferior holders; and as 
dufiurtbcr ^opf that'*4t' was so, there are numerous m- 
^staHCCSAin this distt{A,>'Where a ^ant of meadow, or of 
iWooA^ wd^ sOppNed by arrant of ^hose necessary articles, 
;(akeft J0UT of: <Otber Hiaiforfi,* at- the distance of several 
miles from the manor to which they were annexed*." 
/ 'V lt ii' probable, itlidkt^ the open fields wei^ 'formerly 
.wopdlamiv and that the -l^rds (Xrehi^ft^s suffered their 
.^asaaia «r dependcflMs to. obtain property 'therein, under 
roertain cevtrkes or quil-mitsi^ by vtockilig • alvd cleorili^ 
itfaemifrom^ cobbishy to te'%> become fit fof' tillage 

^ ■ -■ ^ ■ ■ ■ " i, ^ m 
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pasture; that the method of their proceeding was, to 
confine themselves to small parcels at a time, or as much 
ohlv as they could clear in oile year; and that each pef$On« 
or family, had separate undertakings, but all a£\ed in the 
same tradl. By this means the increase of property 
would be gradual, and also promiscuous. As to the 
rights of pasture, they seem to have been at first settled' 
among themselves by private agreement, according to 
the quantity of cultivated land which each person or fa- 
mily became possessed of. The shifting of property, or 
the alternate possession of meadow or grass ground, which 
happens frequently in open fields, the right of pasturage 
on the unknown land, and the inter<^commoning of dif- 
ferelit parishes, afe circumstances which, at this time of 
day, we can hardly account for, otherwise than by sup* 
posing that such parcels were cleared jointly, and that the 
method of enjoyment was also settled by the private agree- 
ment of the several parties concerned, in the manner wv 
now find it*.'* 



^ I. -^Extent of the remaining Open Arable Fields,, 

This is a desideratum for the future attention of 
some Committee of the House of Commons, or of the 
Board, if enabled by Parliament to effeft it. At present 
it is to be regretted, that the documents in the possession 
of that body do not afford any means of calculating this 
space* It is well known, however, that much remain^ 
to do in most dtstri£b of the kingdom. 

A few scattered notes are collected in the Appendix, 

(No. vin.) 

• Efiay, p.i. 
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§ IL — The present State qnd Palwqfsiuk Opeh 
Fields. 

The$e lands, in every circumstance, resemble those 
which have been already eoclosed; except, perhaps, that, 
those open fields which promised the greatest profit by 
conversion to grazing pa.<tures» would naturally sooner be 
had recourse to than others not promising an equal re- 
turn for the great and heavy expense of the measure. But 
as the obstinacy of individuals may be effective in pre- 
venting the measure ; as the great charge of separate acls^ 
and the equally expensive proceedings of commissioners^ 
in certain cases, deter many, the quantity remaining is 
very considerable: not to speak of a multitude of small 
fields which would not bear the expense under the present 
system* 



^ III. — TTie Benefits that have resulted from m- 
closing Open jirable Fields. 

This subjeck will be best explained by referring to 
tjie classes already detailed, viz. 

X. The Farmer. 
• 2. The Landlord* . 

S. The Poor. 
' 4. The Church/ 

5. The Public. 

. • '. ' ' 
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GENERAL RSPOftl^ONll>ICLOSXniBS. 



It IS not uncommon to hear of the obstinacj and 
foUy of farmers in opposing enclosures ; and such general 
€on«lemnation is too often listened to, and acquiesced in: 
but if the subjeA be more nearly examined, it will 
found that many of those who have been inimical to 
the measure, have had very good reasons f ^r their own 
|>er$onaI conduA. In many instances they have suflSntd 
considerably for four, five, or six years. From the first 
starting the project of an enclosure a£t to the final award, 
has, in numerous cases, taken two, three, four, and even 
five or six years ; their management is deranged ; not 
knowing where their future lands will be allotted, they 
save all their dung till much of it is good for little; they 
perform all the operations of tillage with inferior atten- 
tion; perhaps the^ fields are cross cropped and exhausted, 
and not well recovered under k course of years. Rents 
are greatly raised, and too soonp so that if they do not 
absolutely lose five years, they at least suffer a great 
check. In point of profit, comparing the old with the 
new system, attention must be paid to their capitals i 
open field land is managed (notwithstanding the incqn** 
venience of its pieces) usually with a less capital than en* 
closures ; and though the gcfural profit of the latter much 
exceeds that of the former, yet this will entirely depend 
on the capital being adequate. In cases where the new: 
enclosures are laid down to grass, all this becomes of 
tenfold force : to stock rich grass lands demands a far 
greater sum than ppen-field arable; the farmer may not 
possess it ; this has dften happened, and drove them to 
icek other investments, giving way to new comers more 
able' to undertake the new system introduced; and if 
pofit be meatmred by a per" centage on the capital em- 



ployed. 




S% QENEttAt £NCLOSDaES. 

ployedt the old system might, at the old tehts^ exceed 
the profits of the new \ aild thh is certainly the farmer's 
View of the comparison. He also whd had given the 
attention of a life to the regtilai' routine of bpeo arable^ 
v^ithdut ten acres of gx^sis evcf having been in his occu- 
ipatioo, may find himself miich at a loss in the regular 
purchase and sale of live stock, the profit of which de« 
pends so milch on habitual skill. Add to all this the pre^ 
f ious> cif cumstai^e of laying down to grass ; the business, 
of all others^ of which farmers know the leasf j of which 
I have many times seen in new enclosures striking in-* 
stances i and if all these points be duly considered, we 
shall not find much reason to be surprised at the repug-rf 
naoce shown by many farmers at the idea 6f enclosing : 
but where minds of more than usual pliability are found 
aUnoQgst them, ttnited with capitals siidicient for the ncW 
arrangement, we sed a ve!*y different speftacle; the spirit 
of exertion animates themj iind their profit becomes more 
considerable thatl ever. 

As a general question, there can be no doubt of the 
superior profit to the farmet by cultivating enclosures, 
father than open-field afable. In one ca.se he is in 
chains— he can make no variations according to soil, of 
circumstances, or times. He is bound down to the pro- 
duAion of corn only, in the sale of which he is rivalled 
by an Ill-judged and never-ceasing import j sometimes by 
a fbrced one. Whatevci* may be the atlvantage of vary- 
ing the crops, it cannot operate to his benefit — a mere 
horse in a team^ he must jog on with the rest : 

There is, however, one class of farmers which have 
undoubtedly suffered by enclosures i for they have been 
greatly lessened in number: these are the little famiers t 
and the diminution of them which have in many cases 
taken place, caused great complaints by many of the 
' . ' - . . ■ 'Clcrgf 
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Clergy who made the returns from enclosed parish^. 
That it is a great hardship, suddenly to turn several, per- 
haps many of these poor men, out of their business, and 
reduce them to be day-labourers, would be idle to deny i- 
it is an evil to them, which is to be regretted : bat it is 
doing no more than the rise of the price of labour, tithe» 
Tatesy and taxes, would infallibly do, though more gradu^- 
sdly, without any enclosure. These little arable occupiers' 
must give way to the progressive improvement of the 
kingdom, and to the burthens which have accompanied 
it. The faA is, and must be so \ but in cases where the 
land is laid down to gras5, it is a great crueky not to coo* 
tinue them, if they are able to stock the land | for they 
manage their little dairies just as well in i&ny caies as 
their greater neighbours. 

•* The above state of the imall &rmer is founded oii 
the striAest proofs. 1 have teen some small farmers in 
enclosed places, starving with their families, till neces* 
sity has forced them to quit their farms, and betake to 
labour, when they have afterwards earned a very com* 
fortable living, and rejoiced in the necessity which com- 
pelled them to it* 

But in this place I must observe, that as I think it 
impossible for small farmers to exist as such in enclosed 
farms, so I would be understood to wish, that landlords 
would always endeavour to render the lot of labourers, or 
reduced farmers, as tsay as posstWic» by laying to their 
cottage a sufficient proportion of Is^d to enable them to 
keep a cow or two, which is also a great benfefit to the 
landkvd, as by such humanity, he ensures to the farmers 
the labour of these useful hands, and increases his own 
estate, by letting so much of his land to those who . 
will pay an advanced rent for conveniency, more from 
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the pr&fit ef thttr ' labodr than the produce of the' 
l»tKk»/' ^ . - 

- Updrt the ihcohveniences of open fields- it -has been 
properly observed^ that almost innumerable inconvc- 
itiehcd^ ^UMV atei5nd the enjoycritnt of iti^h *propeKty, of 
ii^ieh the^foUoWi^^g are sclf-e^^ident. 

- * 1st, The omw, or expense of culti^vattng knawn* 
Iktut promiscnowsly dispersed in fields, e9ptciaUf if tli<^«. 
2ft% of' cbnstdct*able ej&teiit, mutt he mucH greater 
where lands are eonfigubtfs, and at«e laid. cotiTenicnt to thb' 
habitations, x>r oui^butldinga of the respeAlTo occofuers. < 

- ^ ^nd, The -attendance which is necessary upon all. 
rilatiAer ofc cattle depasinred- in open fields, and the eon- ' 
sit^iM« eXpenMt of it, are a great diaiiauiioQ of riie> 
value of such herbage. ^ • : 

: ^ d^d, The propktietorc x>l ifpen fields: are IkUe to 
great ti^espasses and encrottchmontc, both from their* 
nelghbourd and each* olh^n , . - 

* 4th, Thrf at*e confined' a certain and expensive 
method of cttltivation by tillage, althoujrh the nature of 
the lanid be iuch, aft renders- ic oonvertlble into good pas# 
ture, and capable of heQoming equally advantageoos to the 
ph>prietor6^ With i tenth part of the expei^se. 

Sthi The nccosslty of universal *agreenient ^mon^ 
proprietors, e(«p«ijally' where they are numerous, is an 
akiHoet'^in^tirinoumaijk obstruiftton. to any iinproveoienta - 
b'^illg'^Uklc it\ landv during t^esr bpen^fiel<i state. 

^ r6th, For want'cif such improvement and of shelter^ ' 
the'tattle dep»(tulirdi therein inasc. be more exposed ta. 
hardships and inclemency of vreather, and coBseqneotly! 
are of less size aokl inferior value io all respefb^ to > the 
proprictovs, and the accidental losses much gneater than > 

* The Advantages and DisadvantJ^et of Enclosing Watte Lands, hj a 
Country Gendeman, p. 36. 

thcf 
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they woald be in the same land^ if it was several and ea^ 
dosed*/' 

2. — THS LANDZQRD. 

The benefit of enclosure to the landlord is unques- 
tionable. -The measure can originate only with him^ 
and if he were not well cof^vinced that it was greatly to 
his advantage, none could take place. Opinions of spe- 
culation would be idle indeed, in a case decided by above 
SOOO experiments. Plain, however, as this position ought 
to be without investigation, some cases are coUeAedintha 
Appendix (No. IX.) 

S — THE POOR. 

So far as common pastures are in question, iStut solqefir 
has been already discussed : in relation to any changef in; 
tiie 9ystcnvof husbandry, the poor have no other concern: 
with it than what results from a loss which in some placeir 
k sustained of the right of common shackage, or tbo 
feeding their geese and pigs in the stubbles after harvest.' 
Compensation is usually given for this, in union vntty 
other common rights. For the rest, the question of thei 
interests, of the poor must be refierred to the amount of 
labour before and after the enclosure. Where the openi 
fields, on being enclosed, are laid down to grass for 
feeding and fattening live stock, the demand for labour 
must undoubtedly lessen ; for after the fences are made^ 
the reparation cannot amount to any thing like the work 
dependent on arable land. Some inconvenience may, and 
certainly has been fouiid in certain cases, from this cir- 
cumstance ; but it is rarely to any great extent^ and gra« 
dually wears away, by the demand, and the hands to an* 

• EmyoDth^ Nature and MsdM^&fe>p>fl» . 

08 SWtt 
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9wer it, balancing each other. In numerous casesi the 
bringing into cultivation the commonii and wastes^ which 
before yielded no employment^ liave more than answer- 
ed the countef^loss of tayhig down poittons to grass : and 
upon the whole account of enclosi!»g, the increase in the 
acres of wheat, and the far grimrer augnientation in the 
culture of oats, prove decisively, that the poor must have 
received an augmentation in the amount of their labour. . 

4. — THE C^UJiCH. 

That tbtmterests of the church have been well attend- 
ed to opon 'enclosing, is very generally known. They 
have in faA bad such good care taken of them, that many 
are of opinion (and even some Commissiopers are in the 
number) that -it does not answer to commute the tithes } 
and accottlingly many enclosure a As have passed without 
any application to refkors, &c. or where such has been 
made, the terms demanded have been rejeAed : a proof, 
that whoever may have lost by enclosures, the church has 
been sure to gain. This, however, has not been univer- 
sal, for there are some complaints £rom the Clergy, in* 
the parochial returns they made. 

Of seventy-four enclosures examined by order of the 
Board in 1^00, 

In 24, land was given ; 
3, a corn rent j 
2, money per acre ; 
i^, a fixed money payment \ 
1 , free before ; 
42 remain subjcft to tithe. 

. I* ' 

(See Appendix l^o* X.) 
t .J Upon 
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ITpon the peculiar weight of tithe upon snUe hndj 
Sir Geo. O -Papl, Bart, very well observe$ : 

The taking the tithe rent in kind from the prodncet 
is not only a discouragemenr to agricukore in general, 
but is peculiarly so in regard to arable culfure. Pasture 
land worth 40/. per acre, producing beef and mutton, 
will probably pay 3/. or ^x. for its tithe ; whilst land 
worth 7/. bearing potatoes, may pay 20/. 

The taking the tithe of grass in kind is not very irb> 
some to the occupant % the amount is not liable to any 
, considerable variation in its relative proportion to the 
other parts of the rent ; to that when taking a farm, the 
tenant can nearly calculate the amount of the tithe, con^ 
stdered as a fixed rent, for the whole term of his lease, 
and make a deduAion accordingly from the landk)rd*s rent* 
He does not meet the tithe-owner in his imagination on 
every speculation to improve, or vary his husbandry; 
nor does he, in this, as in the other case, feel the tithe as 
a tax on his skill and ingenuity*." 

A case in which the commutation of tithe ibr a corn 
rent appears to have been satisfaAory to all parties, is 
that of the parish ctf Corse. (See Appendix No ^0 

5. — ThE PUBLIC. . 

The advantages to the community at large from etw 
closures, are too well understood to demand a minute de- 
tail. That it must be highly beneficial to enable every 
•land proprietor to apply the soil to the purpose for which 
k is best adapted, can scarcely be doubted. In fa£t, the 
{reat rise of rent which has taken place in nineteen cases 
in twenty, should alone be accepted as a sufficient proof 



• ObMtvatioiM, &c. ^ir G. O. Paul, Bart. p. 53. 
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of lihil points fpr What <ao be the inducement with a 
hrmec to give double or treble his /ormcr rent, unle* 
.with a view to the profit of his business i And how is 
he to increase this profit without increasing the value of 
ids produce ? This must be admitted ; but it has been coiw 
.teiided by manj^ that enclosing has been injurious, bf 
lessening the ctdture of corn {particularly that of wheat) 
by means of converting large trails of land formerly 
'lU'able into grass^: and this is a great objed^on urged - by 
tnany of the Clergy, in the returns already alluded ta 
rThat the fafi is so^ cannot, not need it be deified* If 
the lands in question are much, better adapted^^to • gi>sa 
•than to com, that is, will yield a greater neat profit^ they 
^certainly ought not to be under corn* The reason why 
.they yield such profit, is clearly the price of the produqe 
cl grassland being rai^ by the demand; and wheup 
js the vrriter who will contend that this demand should no| 
be satisfied ? If apprehensions of scarcity are the mptiv^^p 
for urging the necessity of a greater produ^Upz^ of w^iea^ 
iorely a more enlarged enclosure of comn>on^ and ^o in« 
creased cultivation of potatoes, are the more obviou^ 
means to prevent any. such evilsj tha^ the absurd idea o^ 
coi|ntera6ting the progress of direA prosperity, by prc«r 
venting men from applying the soil to the produAs to 
which it is best adapted. Those two measures are abso-i 
lutely in the power of the legislature $ and they may be 
^Aed without absurdity, danger, or difficulty. 

But relative to the eS(e& of enclosures on thepro*i 
dudtion of every sort of humaii food, we have doeumenta 
which are far more satisfaftory than any reasoning. The 
result of the inqniries in the parishes enclosed during 
the first forty years of His present Majesty, to whk]^ 
Hbovc ISOO replies were giv^i will state thia matter m 
t clear ligtii. 
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fn 1^0,189 ^arc9 ondosed. in lifld .'f>ariAics tht 
tfiHrnrity of this grain was DOt nctairned for i92|5S8rftcretto 
The nbaiberot Ucres of wh^t in tfa^ rest since -enclcvingi 

Before aoclosiag ifaej wim 

* Incrciise ^ ^ «. ... 1 6,2j6^ 

(Appendix No. XT.) " 

This is satisfaAory ; foh^^tfinA'^tiaf to an iHre^e of 
above 1200 enclosures, tb? nufnbcr of acres sown with 
wheat, so far from having diminished, .have, on the Qon- 
trary increased* The measure, therefore, upon the whJe^ 
cannot have had the effect which many have attributed 
to it. 

If a discrimination be made, and we look only to lh$ 
enclosure of open-field arable, Here it is easy to suppose 
that wheat must ohT necessity be dimimshed. In th^ first 
place, very large traits have been laid down to grass, and 
fed with bullocks, sheep, and dairy cows ; here wheat is 
fcsmhed : next we may view the many opei^fields which 
ifrtfcvider the course of, 1. Fallow} 'Whcoiv ^^Spring- 
corn :'*these lands, on bUng enclosaJ, certtnidf . wcmtd 
not generally be sown every third year; but proinbijt 
only the fourth or fifth ; and this change would lessen the 
tiatB of mrh^a^ t hoogh not .porfaaps the > quarters. pmlWced. 
These two circumstances must ttocessarily l^ucn ibe^acvet 
towni G4Misid(:rably, .,Qtb^r circumsts^c^, hpwever^ have 
fenced to lessen this .hay? jin many, cases. 

INKased the whcs^t c«ltyf:e.. Jht T^t^rjf», wcfc not. sq^ 
as could be wish^4A J^^d in ix\2Jtg cas^ it, is. difficult 
t» ascertain whether the increase took place by reason of 
koikunou pastures being ploughed^ or merely by a change 

d4 in 
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{n the open-field management. However, by a seleOion of 
parishes where the returns were least doubtful, it appean 
(Appendix No. XI.) that although in iO? enclotikres the 
dccreaie of wheat amounted to 50|894 acres, yet that 
there wete 939 in which an increase had taken place of 
)4,507 acres ; consequently the balance or decrease on 
t}i« ^hole amounted to no more than 16,S87 acres. I be- 
lieve, however, that had the returns been more explicit, 
this balance wo|uld have been larger. It might have been 
greatly more considerahk, witliout afibrding any solid ar^ 
gumqit i|gain$( eocloii^g opea^eld arable. 

The number of acres not having been demanded, the 
returns specify only whether increased in culture, decreas« 
ed, or remaining as before ; and the result was 3 

Jnplosnres , 941 

Increased in ••••■••••f«M.....|....*f«««**f.*faffi»^»f»*».«*»»*»»f.«*ff«*.« 

Pecreased in • ••'••••^—•••t — 

As before 

941 

(Appendix Mo. XII.) 
> The cilltim of barley has thereftire flourished greatlf 
from ea^losin^ ^fxr^ this docMment will allow vs to 
judge* 

Wilk Fospeft to oats, thenp can scarcely be a doobt« 
The following is the result : 

Endosures ....i^.,........ 963 

Increased in .»i>.#...y » . . — ^69' 

Decreased 

As l^fore in ISl 
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PULSE. 

Enclosures 779 
Increased 

PecreaseJ in ^- — 402 

As before in •«^««».«— IM 

77i 

(Appcndrx No. Xir.^ - — ^ 

The Board will not be surprized at this great decrease 
in the culture of pease and beans. In very many open 
fields in the central counties, the regular course was; 
I. Fallow; 2. Wheat; S. Beans, This husbandry being 
f hanged by the introduAion of clover, must necessarily 
lessen the quantity of beans. The crops, however, have 
probably been more produAive, for the prices of these 
articles do not afford sufficient reason to. condude that 
Che general production has. suffered. 

Hence then we are enabled to ascertain, that enclosing 
has not lessened the produdlioa of com iq.England, buc 
that, on the contrary , it has been increased by this 
sure. That it has iucrreased equally with population dur- 
ing the same forty years, cannot bp asccrtaiived. There 
is considerable reason to suppose th^t it has not ; and th^ 
reason is evident : the produ^s of grass iands have risen 
greatly throughout q^rly the whole of that period, 
whereas the price of com from 1760 to 1794 was almost ' 
stationary, and at too low a price to induce any. increase 
farther than the course of husbandry absolutely dedmnd* 
ed. The price w;is kept down by a stream of importatiop« 
The nation has tufice experienced s^rerely the conseqoebce 
of keeping the pri^^ of corn too low ; and if it be persist* 
ed in with so increasing a population, the evil may occur 
again and again* 

The 
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The c|uestion of com being settled, it will next be tatb- 
faftoiy to the Board to examine what has been the effeA 
«f eiseIoscim«athe p r odufls of grass land. 

CATTLM. 

IncrMS^d to' •••..••;•..« •••••»• 3-54 

Decreased in ••••«••.••••••••.••.•••••••#•••» 10^ 

behove lA •■•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••4iL*MWM*««**v»«««M*««*«»«*« • ^ 1 

,571 

The full increase of produce does ret appf^r fti these 
nnmberSy for the difference in the size and v^tlue of the 
cattt6 IS exceedingly great : it has been a change fr..m 
f6(ft half starved breeding stocks, to the best breeds for 
beef. 

Increased in ...x 255 

143 

iU before lis 

I examinee! tliis point in a different view, endeavouring 
16 ascerts^in as nearly as mighf be, the degree of increase, 
tf the huniber before enclosing be called twenty, the in^ 
crease has raised it to twenty-four and a haVf. (Appendi^i 
K0.XII.) 

Ent*lbsifir^s ^ 721 

hiereasM irr 

At' Etefbre lA 

n\ 

The 
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Tbe rann i;kl made on cattle is. e^uaU^ applicid)!^ to 
«heep; these ziuinbei;s, great as the increase* ^9, M 
mark tiv 'vholc ; for before, they were pp^MTilQUb hungrj^ 
Jbalf starvvii cu^nmcn fed flocks for folding ; .{ittt sin g^. arc 
)>ecoiD£ far superior in breeds vahMj ^ fopd. fiefen^ 
they tecpl)' sufl^ered, and perio<|ic9lly» bftbe rot) tal 
^his is banished by effeAivc draining: and in many ica«c% 
the utiw lands support j;reat 'numbers of &ttang sheof^ 
In h&y the produAion of mutton and b^ t^s increasedi 
enormously;, beyond credibility to those who look oolf 
to the price they pay, notwithstanding the Tast i0creai« 
of produce. Beef and mutton cannot be import^, hence 
they have risen in price propartiooally to the dcmandt 
but com can be imported, and therefMre the 
pressed below the proportion which the increase of popiib 
^tion wouM ot}ierwisehave secured to thye faraier, whose 
exertions hav4 ^ oitseqnently been direfl^d to thoae <3n 
|o£b which bear 9 fair price ; ,miaffe£(ed by the pcxopeti* 
liop of countries where rent, Igbour^ and all othe? 
cxpences are far below pyr own. There remain still MOic 
other articles. 

13ecreased m ••••••••»•••••••• M««M««««^^a«»«9f««M««««*fw««ao^M*«*»««« 2^ 

No note of increase* 

TURNIPS. 

Increased in •••••••••••••••••••••••M«MtMt«tcMM»»»««*««M««««f*ka«MfM« 

No note of 4ccfeas^ 

increased in »«f ••••«*MMt*«p««i»«f«M**«fM*9«i««*M«««tf«M*««»iw*M*«M** ^9 

JUp note of decrease* 
(Appendix No^ XIL) 

POTATOES. 

Sncreaied-tn «*fl«f«M*««M*f^**MMM*«M««MMff»M««*«M««M«^*«M»*Hf«* 1911 

This 
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' • Tkii irtk:?c was examined \n another light* Siipposmg 
Mt^'tnark the eultiTation before enclosings the presetit 
4lQantity amouMs to 50. 

• The gcneial malt of the inqitii^ is jmt svch^as mf^rFrt 
J^'e beei>exi:^£^ from the measure. An A A of En- 
^Jkbarfli frees the cultivator from the shackles in whrch he 
ITM h^ore manacled. It enables htm to apply the soil 
to the lues 'to which it b beat adapted. He is no longer 
feestrtiVtd from sowing turnips or clover* He is r'o 
Idttger foifced to' keep fields in tillage that will fatten a 
imlloclD. • He is ^crmittedi and even assisted in draining 
aret laixk. Contiguity is given to occupations ; he can, 
arirh a proper capitaf^ pay double, and even treble his 
kkrair rtoti lissuredly he does this by increase oiT 

■ U is well observed by a late writer, " WFiile in 
csomnion (Wedmore, Blackford, Cross, Hiintspiil, Glas* 
toDbury^ Wcsthay, Mark, "Wookey), were they not, bjr 
the estimation of the most skilful farmers, of compara^ 
tivdy very little value ? But new, in consequence of being 
drained and properly managed, are they not let at 25/. 
an acre ? The * surrounding lands> meantime, instead of 
being'dim5ni.<hed in tatti^; are they hot even improved, 
and rented considerably higher ? Are not the sheep on 
most of these new encl6sures more mimerous, and in the 
toont 'of bring; as formerlj^, poor and miserable, and 
often dying with the rot, are they not, even during the 
winter months, fatted and made Bt for the butcher ? Are 
hot the neat cattle of every kind more than doubled ? 
Are not the milch cows in the parish of Wedmore in» 
creased upwards of 500 ? And are not these, on the 
most moderate allowance, equal to an additional rental 
of:20€9/« a-yeai-j^ j?jtcl\isivc of the number of persona 
fnaijjtaincd by th^ ^ipplpyment they afifcrd,? The hones 
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tooy although not mnitiplied m numberj are they not, 
from, the improvement in the breed, greatly augmented 
in aggregate value? The poor at the same time have 
been constantly so much better employed, that the rates 
have continued nearly the same, and do not increase,, 
though It is well known that in many other parts of the 
kingdom they have been nearly doubled within twelve 
years. Amidst this profusion of produce, these multi- 
plied flocks of £ittencd sheep | these crouded droves of. 
kine and oxen, where is the evidence that these enchn 
sures have contributed to heighten the price of beef and 
mutton ? Would they be sold the dearer because three 
times the quantity were sent to market i Where is the 
probability that they could not be afforded as cheap as 
before ? or that the incref^ed |>roduds were not more 
than equivalent to the increased expenses? Theim-. 
proved conditio^ of every rank of people here speaks the 
contrary*." 



(See Appendix, No. XIIL) 



* AtT. I. il«wu«r, Crtac Dunm»w, Eaies, p.M, 



SECT. 




SECTION m. 



GENERAl RESULT OF THE ACTS JTHICII 
HAVE HITHERTO PASSED. 



It will not be unacceptable here to comfemc the two 
jct>je£b of Waste Land and Open-^ield Arabic, In order 
for sotncthirig • of an estimate of the advantages which 
have been the result of all the Enclosure Afts which hate 
passed in this kingdom^. 

It appears thcA, that from the reign of Queen Annb 
tt 1805, there passed 2591 Afts of Enclosure. 

That i& the ten years from 1785 to 1T96, the average 
number per annum sunk considerably; but in the nine 
years from 1796 to r805> that average has- risen again 
higher than ever. 

That In 1213 enclosures whereof there are returns in 
the first for t y years of "Iris p r e sen t Majesty, the number 
of acres Wbre l^960,l^> conMqutatiyt the average en- 
closure was of 1 6 1 6 acres. 

(Appendix, No. XIV.) 

At 1616 acres each, there have been enclosed by the 
$591 Ads, 4,187,056 acres. 

It is well observed by a late writer, Is it not evident 
that the inhabitants of this kingdom are greatly in- 
creased ? Is it not equally evident that the consumption 
of all kinds of provision is increased still more than our 
people? Is not wheaten bread the universal food of the 
lowest order of men in counties where it used to be con- 
fined to the middle and higher ranks ? Is not that bread 
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node oC the fiimt flour i Is not the con&amptlixi Of 
clieese and butter, in many place% almost trebled ? Ace 
not beef and mutton now eaten almost daily in viBagei 
where formerly the asae of tbem was hardly known, oc 
not mcMfe than once a wvek i Do not the farmers in mo^ 
psra of the dbtidn allow ekdr servants and workmen throe 
times as much strong beer as heretofore ? Must not dus. 
have vastly augmented the consumptioa of barley ? At 
the same time are there not thousands of qoarters both 
of tlttt and of wheat, distilled more than nsedto be? 
How has this increased consumption been supptied bat 
by an increase of produce i Whence has arisen this in-» 
crease of produce, but iirom an increase in the extent, 
and still more, amendment, in the mode of the cnltiTatiea 
of our lands? Is it not for the interest o^ the commnairf* 
that the greatest possible produce should be obtained froni' 
every acre of ground, and that each acre should be ap« 
plied to the properest use for which Nature designed it I 
" Have not the improvements of late years, by the use. 
of lime, chalk, marl, &c. and by the culture of turmpf^ 
clover, sainfoin, &c. rendered those high and light 
lands abundantly produfiive, which before, were of little 
or no value ? And as to the low and heavy ones, has not 
the general introduAion of draining been the means of 
converting cold wet arable, to dry healthy pasture, and 
of rendering noany thousand acres of boggy unwholesome 
meadbw, sound and proper for breeding and fattening 
cattle, on which it was before impossible they should 
cither be fatted or bred ? In these several cases, have not 
the rents been doubled, trebled, and even quadrupled ? 
And must not the produce have been enlarged in full 
proportion to enable the farmers to pay such heightened 
rents? 

If I am answerdd in the affirmative, allow me to 

ask. 
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ask^hovr could thcst things have been acccompHshed^ im^ 
kss the donunon fields and pastures had been divided and 
illottedy in specific ^ares to every prbprietox', so that he 
night have it in his power to manage his land in that 
way which Nature intended, and in whi(ih his own expe- 
rience taught him it would be most produdtVe and pro* 
fitable? 

" If I am answered in the negative^ then let dl the. 
ancient enclosures, as well as the new, be again thrown 
open. Let us no longer boast of our iuvprovementSt but 
let us return to our primitive barbarity, and let our 
floclcs and herds fesume the undisturbed possession of 
the forests. No longer let William the Norman be 
branded in history, for throwing down the enclosures of 
a few villages to enlarge his forest. We are now told (in 
what we were foolish enough to think the enlightened 
age of George III.) that he stopt his hand too soon^ . 
for. that it is by forests alone we can find subsistence, 
and that the destruAion of them and the destrufkion of 
the kingdom are inseparable*.'* 



* Rev. J. HowLSTT, Great Dunniow, Estez, p. 98. 



SECT. 




SECTION IV. 

OF SMALL COMMONS IN OLD ENCLOSED 
COUNTRIES. 



I live in a dIstriA where three parishes in four pos« 
«es8 small commons* I am fifty miles from the sea, and 
eould reach it hj riding from common to common, witk 
interruptions of small extent; yet of these commont 
there are but few of a size that can erer be enclosed 
separate a£h of parliament. In the numerous joumies I 
have taken through most of our counties, I hate tq» 
marked similar cases every where. Many of these com^ 
mons are too small to demand attention^ amounting t# 
but few acres ; but in general they are more eztensiye^ 
though still inadequate to the expense of an a& par* 
liament. From inattention to draining ; from the abuMr 
of digging up the sur&ce, and from over^stqckini^^ thi 
present value is very trifling : but enclosure would con* 
vert them into very produ^ve fields. If the ^present 
system of conducing this business continue, these .wastet 
are condemned to remain for ever in their present stata 
But a General A& might be easily framed, applicable 'ti» 
such cases only (for instance, to such commons as do 
not exceed 100 acres) which would speedily cover the 
whaAc with profitable cultivation*. 
(Appendixy No. XV.) 



* See the A6k tor Cotton, in Sufibrdshire, by which tnutcct wart ' 
ciubled to tell and lett wastet is aid of the poor-rate. 
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SECTION V. 
OF THE ROTAL FORESTS. 



When it is considered that some of the Roval Forests 
are situated upon soils which would be produflive in all 
the usual crops raised by the common agriculture of the 
kingdom, they will, without question, appear to be an 
objeA which merits no slight attention. It is well ob- 
served by the very able Commissioners of the Land Re- 
venue, that The public interest certainly requires that 
so extensive and so valuable a part of the landed property 
of the country should not be suffered longer to continue 
in its present unproductive state \ and that either the plan 
of management which has been pursued ever since the 
beginning of the present century, and which has had 
audi destructive eSeCts, should be completely alteredi 
and new regulations established, which may render those 
forests useful nurseries of timber for the Navy ; or that 
they should be sold, and converted to tillage or pasture, 
JO as to add to the produce and population of the king- 
dom*-" 

. The following statement will shew the extent of the 
land in which the timber belongs to the Crown, in each 
of the ]Porests which were submitted to the inquiry of 
those Commissioners. 



* eleventh Report of Commtssioaers on Land Revenue, vol. ii. p. 
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Acres* 






"W _ ^ - 


66,942 


3 


2o 


xp . 


23,015 


S 


29 


Alicehoit and Woolmer rorest, 


8694? 


1 


31 




4850 


s 


32 


J ' 


1847 





23 




3709 


s 


5 


ITT T? 


S278 




2 


Slier w^)ocL Fores «•••••••••••••«•••••••••••«••••• 


1466 


3 


10 




926 


2 


13 


Sulebay Walk, in Rockingham Forest, 


860 


3 


23 




115,594 





34 



*^ Although zxij computation which might be made, 
before an actual settlement has taken place with those 
who have claims on the Forests, must be liable to error, 
yet we are persuaded no extravagant expeAation is held 
out, when we suppose, that in the whole of those 
forests the allotments to the Crown may, altogether, 
amount to 60 or 70,000 acres, fit for the growth of 
oak*.'' 



* flereatk R^tport of Connnistionen on Land Revenue, toI. ii. p, S4. 
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CHAP. II. 



OF THE LEGISLATIVE AND LEGAL MEANS 
ENCLOSING. 



A COMMITTEE of the Board having examined 
this point with much attention, and reported the result 
of their inquiries, their useful labours will here furnish 
much of the necessary information. 

" Your 'Committee thougjit it necessary, previgus to 
tjheir stating, for the consideration of the Board, any new 
regulations for the facilitating the division of commons^ 
in the first place to inquif*e into the nature of any pro- 
ceedings for that purpose that might already exist, whe« 
ther founded on common or statifte la\^, or in equity ; 
since it would be extremely desirable, that any alteration 
should be made as nearly accordant to the laws in being 
as possible, varying perhaps in the mode, yet agreeing 
in principle, so as to be the more easy and effectually 
carried Into execution. 

*^ In regard to the common law, it appears that writs 
of partition and admeasurement, for the division of pro* 
perty, have existed at common law from the time of ear- 
liest memory and record ; and such were the ideas which 
at all times were entertained of the advantages to be de- 
rived by the public for the enjoyment of property in se* 
vcralty, that there have been cases, where such proceed- 
ings have taken pifice in very ancient periods, and enclo- 
* , sures 
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sores been made and sufiportedy m a manner the most fa- 
vourable ro promote such partitions, divisions^ and en- 
closures. 

Of the statutes which have passed in aid of the com*' 
mon there arc only two which require' to be ps^tit 
€uhr\j noticed. The first is the statute of Merton*y 
whichy according to Cokb, was only an affirmance of the 
common ln:w. fiy thb statute, such lords of manors as 
reserved sufficient pasture to their tenants, were empow- 
ered to improve the rcsidnc. By another ;iftf , all doubts 
were femovcd whether the lord of a waste could approve 
against his neighbours as well as tenants. These are the 
only statutes which have any important reference to the 
subjef): in question. Your Committee need hardly re* 
mark, how insufficient they were for bringing 'any con* 
siderable portion of waste lands into a state of cultivation* 
It was seldom that any common was sufficiently extensivct 
to aflfbrd a surplus of any moment, after the claims of 
those who had right of common on it were satisfied. Jt 
was hardly possible indeed, in many cases, to ascertain, 
what was a sufficiency of pasture ; and where a common 
of turbary, or estovers existed, the lord could not im- 
prove any part of that waste. The more opulent knd 
powerful also the commoners of the kingdom grew, the 
more opposition they made, and the greater difficulty 
there was found in carrying on this proceeding; insomuch, 
that in modem times there is scarcely an instance of an 
approvement, as it is technically called, having taken 
place. 

" Besides these proceedings, foumled on the common 
and statute law, various determinations appear heretofore 



* 2 Stat. Merton. 20 Hen. HI. cap. 4. 
t Stat West. 2, 13 £4w. I. cap. 4. 6. 
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to have been made in the Court of Chancery. But from 
the difficuhies and expense attending such proceedings, 
they have been long disused ; and no other means of oh- 
tainmg a division of commons having been sandioned by 
law, the parties have been compelled, where an unanimous 
consent could not be procured, and the common divided 
bv arbitration, to apply to the legislature for special adb 
in order to divide, and to put in a state of severalty^ 
lands that otherwise w.ould have remained waste, com* 
mon, and uncultivated^ 

It is hardly necessary for your Committee to trouble 
the Board with any observations on the insurmountable 
bars which must lie in the way of improving by far the 
greater portion of such wastes as remain in common, if 
some less troublesome and some less expensive mode of 
procuring a division, is not established. The practice of 
applying to parliament is already decreasing, and must soon 
come to a stand, in consequence of the heavy charges at* 
tending such a mode of proceeding, which are particu* 
larly severe, when the common is of small extent V 



* Report on Waste Lands, p. 24. 
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SECTION I. 
Br ACT OF PARLIAMENT. 



It is remarkable, that after the necessity of applying 
to parliament for powers to enclose was recognized, the 
progress made in the business was so slow as hardly to be 
perceptible. An aft passed in the 17 Cha. II. for Mal- 
vern Chace, but it was more an a6l of regulation than en- 
closure. The first aft of real enclosure ever passed, was 
the 8 ANKE,cap. 20, which being very short, it is inserted 
in the Appendix. The next was the 12 Anne, for Farm- 
mgton in Gloucestershire. In the whole reign of Geo. L 
only 18 a£ls passed. In that of Geo. II. but 2S1: it 
was not till the reigti of His present Majesty that this 
singularly beneficial measure became an object of general 
attention ; and for the four first years of it, the number 
rose no higher than from 16 to S7 in a year. In the year 
1764 there were 63 z^\& ; and from that time the progress 
was considerable till 1779; but the number sunk greatly 
in 1780, and did not rise again till 1793, when it started 
remarkably, and fell no more. It deserves notice, that the 
Board of Agriculture was that year established, which im- 
mediately excited a great attention to agriculture, and was 
without doubt one cause of the spirit which appeared in 
this business, and in so many others at the same time. 

Above 2500 of these a£b have passed, "by which four 
millions of acres have be^n greatly improved ; but at the 
same time it must be observed, that this progress has been 
so slo^f when compared with the immense tradb remaining 
^ e4 in 
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in wastes and open jSelds, that it has borne no proportion 

to the increase of popniation : indeed it has at periods 
greatly declined: the average from 1765 to 1779 was 
5S per annum ; but from 1780 to 1792 it was only 19 
perannum and thence to 1 800 it rose no higher than 86 
in one year; a number exceeded so long ago as 1777. 
This detail must convince every considerate reader, that 
the policy of rendering separate afts necessary, will not in 
many centuries permit these works in the kingdom to be 
completed. 



§ I.— Q/* the Rights that must be Commuted^ 

It seems unnecessary to enter much at length into » 
definition of the different rights of common, at present 
known to, or acknowledged, by the laws of England » 
because we trust and hope, that by a division of all 
wastes and commons, every right of that description will 
be extinguislic'd. At the same time it may not be im* 
proper, shortly to state the nature of such a right in ge<- 
aeral, and the various distindions of which it has beei» 
found susceptible. 

^ It is found, that a right of common Is, in general 
understood to be, a profit which one person hath in ano* 
ther's land, without having any property in the soil. It 
is an incorporeal right out of, or by some grant, as ori- 
ginally comxpencing in some real or supposed agreement 
between lords and tenants, or incident to &ome manor for 
valuable purposes. 

It is also found that this right of commoa is diyidody 
according to the subjefb matter, as follows : 

1. Int« 
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^ i. Into common of pastures ; which is a right of 
taking the produce of land by the mouths of the cattle. 

" 2. Common of turbary; or the right of CBtthug 
turves (turf) for fuel. 

** 8. Common of estovers; or the right of cutting 
wood for fuel^ for the repairs of the house, implements 
of husbandryt or of hedges and fSences. And» 

4. Common of piscary ; or the liberty of fishing in 
another's water — the consideration of which any Com<> 
tnittee would judge foreign to the objed of their inqui* 
ries*. 

The material variation between the different rights 
above stated, consist in the subjeA matter— common of 
pasture, being a right of feeding on the verdure and hse^ 
bage of the soil; but, common of turbaryi conveys a 
right of carrying away the very soil, or the produce of 
the soil itself. In other respe^ they resemble each 6therj 
so that we find it necessary to be particular in tbese iBos^ 
trations of the right of common of pastture only. 

^ Common of pasture, they find divided technically 
ts follows. 

I. Common appendant. 

^ 2. Common appurtenant. 

" 3. Common in gross. And, 
4. Common because of vicin^e. 

^ Common appendant, is incident of ctfmnvttf right 
to all who hold land parcel of a manor, and is a right 
depasture their commonable cattle (such as hordes, onen^ 
cows and sheep), which are necessary either fiMr the cukt* 



* In tome parti of Englaild abo, there if a conimoil of ibwiingf, ttA 
prirUege of killing wild fowl, afld ari^ of fblcagcr, by which ia aieaat 
the riffat of- cutting hay i»a coamOB^melMlMr, acconiififf^ko the cwtom 
•f theiuM 

vation 
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Tatton or manurance of their lands^ and levant and 
couchant thereon^ upon the wastes of the manoh 

It must have had its origin before the time of legal 
memory, for at this day no such right can be created : as 
where the lord of a manor, before the statute of quia 
tn^wesy enfeoBFed another of lands^ parcel of the manor» 
the feoffee become entitled to common for h s common- 
able cattle, levant and couchant on the lands grain ted, 
within the wastes of the lord, as incident to the feoff- 
ment* 

" The soil of the land subjeft to this species of right 
is ill the lord of the manor, and thus the lord and his 
tenant have a mixed enjoyment of the property ; and it is 
laid down to have originally belonged to arable land only, 
though now it may be claimed as belonging to meadow or 
pasture. 

Comtnon appurtenant, is a right belonging and ap- 
pertaining to land, but not incident to any tenure. * It 
must have its conynencement by grant, and therefore 
may Ise (though no modern instance has occurred to any 
Committee) ercfted at this day, as where a man -bargains 
and sells land to another, and grants therewith a right 
of common over certain of the bargainer's landsj this 
right shall be held as appurtenant to the lands sold. 

** From the nature of its origin it may extend to every 
species of cattle, such as swine and also to geese. It may 
be limited to a certain number of cattle; or it may ex- 
tend to all cattle sant nomhre : but it is apprehended, that 
jBoch a right cannot be ext.^nded beyond that number 
which the land to which the common is appurtenant can 
maintain throughout the year; or, in other words^ they 
must be levant and couchant thereon. 

^ Common in gross, is where common appurtenant to 
land has been alienated, and is held separate frbm the 
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lands to which the common was appurtenant, and differs 
not bom common appurtenant in any other particular, 
than by what necessarily attend such disannexation, viz. 
in its descendible quality through the same invariable 
line of descent from ancestor to heir^ and not as an ao^ 
cessary to land. And from hence arise the distinction in 
the mode of claiming common appurtenant or in gross | 
the former claimant, stating his title to arise from an iifi^ 
memorial usage by all antecedent owners and tenants of 
the land to which the common is appurtenant, and the 
latter claimant, in himself and his ancestors for time im- 
memorial. 

Common because of vicinage, is not properly a 
right, but is an excuse for a trespass ; and is where two or 
more towns have common in the fields within their town* « . 
ships, which are open to the fields of the neighbouring ^ ^ \ 
townships. The cattle put to use their common, have 
been immemorially used to escape into the fields of the - 
neighbouring towns, and therefore by enclosure of the 
fields of one or more townships, the common because of 
vicinage may be extinguished. All these species of rights 
of common, except where a particular grant can be shewn, 
must be prescribed for and proved by long and immemo- 
rial usage, and uninterrupted enjoyment, and the mode 
of enjoyment must point out the nature of the prescrip* 
tion ; for they must agree with each other : as, if the 
common has been used for other than commonable cattle, 
the claim must be of a common appurtenant ; and so of 



the rest. 



Whatever difficulties may occur in considering these 
different rights, they evidently have arisen from the nc» 
cessity of holding out an inducement to the cultivators of 
land in ancient times, before the use of artificial pasture 
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way koown ; to continue their land id stn itvzhle sCM^ bjr 
annexing to such land a snfficienqr of common for thtf 
sopport of their cattle.* For this purpose, the poHcf of 
Che common law annexed this, right to all grants of landi 
hj a lord of a manor, as incident to Mch grant } and thd 
iame policy might hare prevailed in the grams of private 
persons^ as the most effectual security for the payment 
of the reserved rent, and due cultivation of their lands» 

" The only distinction which it seems nec^siary for a 
Committee to take notice of, is| where the right of 
common is stinted, or where it is unlimited. In the 
one casCi the right only extends to the power of putting 
iertain numbers of horses and other commonable cattle^ 
Ht certain fixed times of the year^ into such common 
-fasturcj under the denomination of catf le^gaits ; every 
tow or ox being held equal to one cattle-'gait, every five 
iheep to one cattle-gait, and every horse to one cattle^gait 
ind a half ; the proportion however, sometimes varying 
aq; ordiilg to the ancient usages of particular distrifis. In 
many of these stinted commonsj the commoner^ are 
Owners of the soil, which distinguishes their rights mate** 
rially from those above-mentioned. 

•* The foregoing distinfkions appear all that are neces*> 
feary for the purpose of eliKidating the nature of the se* 
veral rights of common now existing in the southern 
parts of the united kingdom ; and, aided by the general 
history of the country, they lead to thisT probable ccm* 
elusion, that those rights could only have arisen in the 
infancy of agriculture, and of the arts therewith con* 
h^cdf which might render the existence of such rights 
iHore necessary. 

^ But whatsoever circumstances might have oecaftione^ 
fai those days, when land was of Uttle value, thif ttom 



the 




tbf «c98tiiie9s of population^ little in demands such tra^ 
q( valuable territory remaining unoccupied and in com- 
mon; yet in this age of extended population, of in*- 
creased wealth, and of difiused knowledge in agriculture 
and its attendant arts, any intermixture of property in 
the saine land, as being a great, and in many cases an 
insurmountable bar to all L-nprovement, is an evil of, 
SQch magnitude, that it need only be pointed out to ^ 
legislature distinguished for its attention to promote the 
public interest, in order to have it remedied*." ^ 

The allotment to the lord for his rights, has v:^rie4 ^^^^ 
from one^ighth to one-seventeenth of the common* 



^ n.-~P(wer of Commissioners. 

The power granted by most of tht^ ^£t$ to Qopinifi^. . 
tioners, is an extraordinary ^ircumstai^c^ in the ^islory oC 
Endoting. . They ^e a S4a^t of despotic monarchy into^ 
whose hands the. pi^qperty of « paufish is in>^QS|^dy 1^ 
recast and distribute it at' their pleasure amotig tbft {^iM 
prietorti apd ia ipaay earn without a^e^L thi^ 
great coofiflevce if n«peisa?y ) for such is the cQiDglwtf 
^d v^ri^y of interns to \» examined and estimi|ted> tJbai^ ^ 
if more cjuKiqus metliod^ w^e reported tp, it woviW ^ 
impossible to effed the purpose; and the wqrk of aa 
enclosure woidd be 4pi|0 tbrovigh half a ceptMXy. 

The iwQt»t of the CoviQHssioners depe^ids oa their 
integrity Md reputation : if j^hey awa^ uiyc^tly, they 
will not hp «fnf>k>y^4s if they run expn^pses toot 



* Report ^ Ym9.h$ai$f p. 90. 

high, 
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higb^ they impede the. progress of enclosmg. It must be 
admitted, that in the latter case instances have occurred 
that tend strongly to check the spirit of enclosing ; and 
it is much to be regretted. The soHcitor of the bill, here 
shares the obloquy. 

** Commissioners appointed by afts of parliament for. 
dividing and allotting common fields, are direfted to do 
it according to the respeftive interests of the proprietors ; 
therein, without giving undue preference to any ; but 
♦ > ^ f^jiTig due regard to . situation, quality, and conve- 
*f *^ nicncc. The method of ascertaining is left to the deci- 
sion of the major part of them, in all cases which arc- 
not expressly provided for under the aft and this with- 
out any other fetter or check upon them, besides their 
own honour and conscience ; of late, indeed, awed by 
the solemnity of an oath. By this unbounded confidence^ 
^ they have an absolute power vested in them, not only to 

settle all disputes which arise between any of the parties 
concerned, whether about the quality, the survey, or 
the property; but also to determine by the measure of 
their own abilities and judgment, and the proponibn c{ 
mounding which each proprietor shall make for hi? 
estate^ under the single restriAion before mentioned. 
This isj perhaps, for the extent of the objeft, one of the 
greatest trusts which is ever reposed in any set of men in 
the kingdom; and therefore merits all the return oF 
caution, attention, and integrity, which can result froit^ 
an honest, impartial, and ingenuous mind*/* 

To make, or at least to examine the necessary cal- 
culations arising from their own determinations ; to form 
a judgment of the execution of a survey ; to range pro* 



• tmxft p. 60. 
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ferkff and cdmprehcnd the ^viden^e of controvenial 
mattors wliich come before theni) and to give every 
objeA its due consideration and attention^ are articles of 

business which it requires a considerable exten|: of abi- 
lities to conduA properly. In things of this nature^ it is 
no wonder if persons of little learning, and unaccus- 
tomed to habits of thinking, are sometimes defeftive. 

" The constitutional method established among us of 
deciding, disputes about property, is hj an appeal to 
twelve men, empannellcd to give sentence upon their 
oaths according to the best of their judgment, and the 
fa£b which are laid before them. The witnesses on both 
sides the question are examined in a very solemn manner 
in open court, in the hearing of the most learned of the 
law, the reverend the Judj^es, who are to instruA the 
jury in points of law, and in the degree of evidence and 
probability which accompanies the relations which are 
made to them. This ceremony takes place when the 
matter in dispute is even of less value than five pounds i 
and after all, the determination is not final, if either the 
verdiA appears to the Judge to be given contrary to evi- 
dence, or there is an equitable plea in the case which 
the deficiency of the law will not extend to. How dif- 
ferent is the method of settling the rights of proprietors 
upon enclosures ! on which occasion the adjusting of 
property of forty or fifty thousand pounds value, is left to 
the arbitration of a majority of five, often persons of 
mean education, without any guide to conduft them, 
and yet without any legal appeal against their decisions, 
even in cases of unjpst judgment. Though it might be 
of dangerous consequence to subjeA these matters to the 
cognizance and discussion of courts of law, which might 
create disputes, and occasion a great deal of frivolous and 



fexatious 
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tcMtUHift eatpensei yet It is to be wished th»t the confi-^ 
4«nc0 r«po$ed ii| Coipmissioners was more lunited, and 
ihat their prance could be regulated by some certain 
data or principles^.'* 

* Essay on the Nature and Method, &c. p, iy. 
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SECTION tL 

Br agreMMeitt. 



Soitc cases have dccurred, in irbicli eiiclosures iijiM 
been undertaken and exited bjr a private agreemeafi 
among the parties) but in stich tasel^ thej have (bund 
it necessary to apply to parliameilt, for a£ts to legalize the 
poceedbg, and such ^ method must necessarily leaw 
out all piiblic rights, such as tithe, &c. 

ThAre b eVery Kason to bdieve^ tlUi there vsi 
anany comoioas in England^ particulaMy those of stnatt 
extent (whore in general the land is the most vsduablei 
and the fittest for cdltivatidn), ^hich wobld be divided 
among the parties intctested therein, by ^ gr e ei tieh t among 
tiemselvus, did not vai^oos legal disabilities statid in th4' 
Iray of such ^fftcxhtihk. 

^ It is principally for the ptirpoSe of tonDvidg sfidi 
1^1 disabilities, that A<h oi Enclosure are often ttioneA 
to; and sd naturallf are persons who tan judge proper!^ 
of thdf own inttinests, inclined to eflttr into such agm^ 
ttent% that Aiany AAs of Enddsores^Ofe* inStancej 
Parmfaigton Itnclostirey 13 ANm (private ads) c. 17 1 
Thurscoe Endosui^, 8 Gfio. II. c. 4s and indeed a cm* 
SideAMe proportion of the ads which passed some' yeara 
ago, i^ere merely for the purpose cff legalizing fAnm 
ifNeaaents, previocisly settled aitiongthe parties. 

There afe many individuals, ho^reter, lAlo, ttotfgk' 
tliey might be wilting to enter inttf such agreements, yet^ 
Mttg at a distance from the' comilions in which eithe#- 
thays or those for whom they aA» afrisleriSttdf can b#< 

i M 
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no judge whether the proposal submitted to them is fair 
or not} and would therefore father incline to refer the 
whole to persons on whose skill and integrity they can 
depend, than to weigh and determine .the matter them* 
selves. 

This is more particularly likely to be the opinion of 
guardians, trustees, the church, and other corporate 
bodies; and' indeed, as in all such cases, not only the . 
iliterest of those In po^ssion, but of others possessed o^ 
Contingent rights, are implicated; i^ has been thought 
most advisable, to festriA the effe^s of such agreement to 
dii^ i^pointment of Commissioners,- who shall pronounce 
under oath an award, the general nature and tendencf 
of which nkay 'have been pf^viouslv arfanged among the 
parties, bot which shall aftetwafd^ Ire sanAion^d b^ 
sworn Commilsidnersj with aii appeal from their de<^ 
^sioh. » • 

. ^< As various* incsdepts may occufi which may. prevenfe^ 
tin^imity in si4Ch aqgreements, a circumstance for whick 
provision must be made, hence it .become necessary to 
^boilt to the cpn^ideration of the Legislature, the .pro* 
griety of authori^uAg the appointment of Commissioner^' 
where three-fifths of the parties interested approve of tjie 
same} for no just reason can be assigned, why. a small 
I)ut .stubborn minority) either in nxtmber or value, ^ould- 
controul a m<uonty of persons interested in the same pro^. 
p^y, . and preyec^t ,thefn from im.proving their . share 
of it. — ^When the grefit advantages, however, under whichi 
j^^W may bnve their property allotted to them under 
the proposed A£tf are considered, there is f very reason 
t^'.hope, that it will rarely happen, unless in <:ommons 
qf gjr&tt extent, and where the parties interested ir^ ex«- 
ti^emely numerous, that any considerable minority will be ' 
f(9und {o QbstTttjft tlt« division. 

•*Thc 
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Thfe principal difficulties whicli occurred in drawing 
tip the following sketch were, i'egarding ihe appoint*^ 
ihent of the Cdolmissioilers, xht share of the loi^d of the 
matlok-, ind of tEe hj improjptiator, and the interests 
<)f the thurch/ 

« With regard t6 the appdirithieht of the. Commis* 
thntfs, that point has been found less difficult than was 
originally im^gitied ; for on e^amihicig the various A£ts of 
Enclosure, particularly those of a more recent date, it 
appears, that iri cdse the Commissioners therein nomi^ 
ilated^ either die, oi^ refuse to a£t, there are uniformly 
^provisions for the eleftion of other persons in their 
room ; and nothing more is necessary, than to give the 
parties interested, the same power of original appoint'* 
itient that f hey have by private a£ts, of re*ele£Hoh; and 
the matter is settled on principles sanctioned by long 
usage, and by innumerable a6b of the legislature. The 
probable result will be, xht appointment of one Commis- 
sioner by the lord of the manor, of another by the jtitbe^ 
ovHict, and of a third by the mdjot" part in viliie of the 
propfietOfs; at the same time, there can be no objedioil 
to thdr nominating only one or two Commissioners, if 
they think that num1)er sufficient. 

** It appears upon examining various Bills of l^nclosure^ 
for instance, 12 Geo. I. (private afts) c. 5 ; Croston and 
Finny Enclosui*ej also c. 82, of the same year. West 
Haughton Enclosure, Sherston Magna Enclosure, an. 
11^42-3, &c. &c. that the division was sometimes re- 
ferred td a numerous body of commissioners, peers^ 
geiatlenlen, and sometimes clergymen, residing in the 
lieighbbtirhood, who acted without fee or emolument: 
a!bd it is to be hbped that maiiy of that description will 
Undertake so useful a duty under this Bill, if it has the 
good fiirtune of deceiving the sanction of ])arliament. 

^ f2 <*Bttt 
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But when commons are extensive) and the division 
likely to be attended with great troubiei it is probable, 
that it would be more expedient, and that it has been 
found bj experience the better wa;^, to appoint persons 
of an inferior class/ who are jikely to take more pains, in 
consequence of their receiving a fair remuner^k>n for 
their trouble. . The option, however, should be left tj, 
the parties interested, to appoint Commissioners of eilbcr^ 
description. 

" Wiicrc the parties arc unanimous, there can be little 
difficulty in eScAing a division \ but where they disagree^ 
a different system must be adopted. In that events it is 
j^oposed that the Commissioners and surveyors, shall 
first divide the share of those who assent, from those 
^ho dissent, and that the allotment of those who dissent 
shall remain subjeft to the rights of the lord of the soil> 
and of the tithe-owner, so that the Commissioners of 
neither, can have any wish for, or interest in, dimi- 
nishing that allotment. 

This is certainly indulging, to its utmost extent, th^, 
prejudices of those who are hostile to Enclosures. They 
thus enabled to possess their property in their own 
way, but they are not on that accouru^to prevCQt others^ 
desirous pf improving their share, from enjoying, thfi 
s^mt privileges. 

As to the other points difficult to decide on, nametyA 
the interest of lords of manors, lay impropriators, and, 
of the church, a very minute and laborious investigation^ 
is now carrying on, for the purpose of analyzing a gre^t 
number of preceding Afts of Enclosure •, the general re- 
sult and deduction from which, at an average of at leas( 
1000 cases, indiscritniuately taken, will, it is presumed^ 
satisfy every one, should it be even somewhat less thao 
the ideas he may at present be led to entertain . of th^. 

jBxteot 
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extent an3 value of his rights: and here it is proper f6 
remark, that in consequence of the expense of divisioA 
being so much reduced, as it nctessarily muSf be to 
those wlio divide under the proposed Aft, a sitiallef 
prwportion,. will in faft be more valuable, than a 
greatir "one, under a private bill, with ail the chargdl 
aiteiiJing it. 

** The proportion of the common for tithes, will, it 
is believed, be- thus ascertained on principles that cannot 
well be controverted 5 and where the tithes belong to 2 
lay-impropriator, he will naturally be induced to improv< 
and cultivate his allotment 5 but when the tithes are th^ 
prc^jerty of a corporation, like the church, other regu- 
lations may he necessary; and in the following sketch, 
the expedient of a corn-rent is resorted to, as by far the 
most unexceptionable, and the happiest measure that 
perhaps the wisdom of man could have invented for 
consolidating the interest of the church and that of tbS 
public. In' case, however, a corn-rent cannot be ar- 
ranged to the satisfaftion of' the church, at the moment 
of division, power is given to the parson, with the con- 
sent of the bishop and patron, to grant leasei, for the. 
purpose of having the allotment of the church improvedi 
and a revenue derived from it. 

It is one of the most important advantages resuhing 
from diminishing the expense of enclosing and cuhivating 
the wastes and common^, that it enables all other parties 
interested, to do the most ample justice to the cottagers 
and smaller commoners $ and to effedb so essential an 
objeft, there is a clause in the Bill, recommending it 
to the Commissioners, to annex plots of ground to the 
several cottages ; and land sufficient for the pasture of 
a cow, to the smaller commoner entitled to that privi- 
lege. These and other regulations, as to fuel, &c. must 

F 3 depend 
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depend much ppop the custom of the common^ its siz^ 
^nd a variety of pthpr circuinstances, and it is evident 
must be referred to the discretion and judgment of 
the Cpmmi^ioners who may be ^ipppinted, but ^ho 
will necessarily attpnd to any recommepdation in an 
of the legislati)|re, under yrbosf authority tb^y ar^ 
nominated*." 

. " EnclojfUre by Private Commusion. — Some entire town- 
ships (except perhaps the unstinted coinmons), and many 
^tinted pastures, h^iv^ been laid opt by Comtpissioner^^ 
chosen unanimously by the levepil interests cpnf:emed| 
yrithout soliciting the assistance of parliament. 

By this means^ di^tin^ properties ar^e l^id tOr 
^theri \^ welMzpd aifd well-proportioned enclosures^ 
with proper roads apd drift-ways % and this vithout the 
(xpenfic, the inconyeniency, of tfie hazar(| attpiding 
{Application \o parliament f 



* Geoeral Eacloture, p. 1. 
t Marsbairs York, r. i. p. 99, 
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iNDiviDUAt proprietors possessing considerable pro- 
portions or rights of open fields, or in common pastures ; 
w having firooi property or cbara£^ much veight and 
influence, have in various c^ses procured , the necessary > 
assents to the measure of enclosing, and effe£led it with**: 
gut any application to higher powers. In such cases» 
the expenses are sipall) and tl|c bwSt ^onseqoeiitly . 



, I 4 CHAP, 
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CHAP. III. 
ESSECUnOl^ Of THE WORE. 



HATING pt$ied through the eonsidemtien of those 
ikept leading tb Eoelosure whkh depend on negoriationt 
in the closet, or allegations at the bar of a House of Par^ 
liameiity the legal processes necessary to pepare for field 
pperationsi it will now he requisite to follow the Com-* 
missioners in their execution of the works for which 
powers luive thus been granted. 
Here it will be necessary to touch oni^ 

1. The Survey, 
n. The Valuation, 
ni. The Allotments, 

IV. The Award. 

V. Fences. 

VI. Roads, Bridges, &c. 
yil* Drainage and Irrigation, 
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SECTtON t. 



OP THE tURFJSr. 



The modes of proceeding in which Committtoner*' 
execute the trusts teposed in thein» have been not onlf 
diftrent diferent perickis, but are at present, as I aitf 
informed, sobjeA to a good deal of variation. Ilk many 
i*ases the vahiation of th€ lands preceded the survey ; in 
some cases they have' been carried on hand in hand $ and 
ifi many th^ surrey Was the first step ; these are variations, ' 
as mil as many otl^, that must in every case be left en* 
tirely to thdr own juc%ment : they are alone the proper 
judges \ and such heads of SeAions as this and several* 
mAch folbw, find a ptace in these papers, more with t- 
. view to attract the attention 6£ such gentlemen in or out' 
of the professioni as may from their private experience 
have iiifermttibn to impart, than with the smallest idea 
of afibrfing ifistra£Kon^ to those who are alone capable of 
giving it. 

It is remarked by h writer of experience, in whose con« 
tiittpkaion and praAiee th^ vatoati6n was the first step f 
tM^ts^en, that The valuation of open fields succeed die 
slHrvey^ whieli. cannot properly be begun till that is 
comt>llKed| because the surveyor is to measure every 
parcel, as it is separately valued, according to the de*- 
scriptiotea atkd ^ayty marks irhieh those who 'Value* 
hKwe.MMdt k&iOMi, l^itilily is much Uss to b6 appre*' 
beiKkid ih 'thU ftMteto, thtfte iti the vahisitioni because; fh^- 
laMeV'beisg snci^dy Mbitmpy) it '^yusst be always doubtfiily * 
wheth^* csroBa ytto hi atttb o t ed tp waiit of judgment 

y-i^ai or 
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or integrity. But the admeasurement being made iccoril^ 
ing to geometrical rules» it subjeA to the review of others; 
and though mistakes are scarce possible to be avoided in 
nnmeroos calculation^^ ' jet a surveyor, risks the rcputa* 
tion of his abilities by those which are only accidental-, and 
therefore must be very regardless of his own interest, be* 
lore he will subjo£l himself to the disgrace of any which 
^ wiUi4- • / 

• As there are two distinA branches of this business^ 
q^K^ilting of the general survey of all the bmds in the 
4eki, and the particular survey of each proprietor's estate* 
tt is usual to commit the execution of it to twp difierent 
gpsonsj that their accounts may be a check upon each 
other; and if upon examination they taUy» or nearly so' 
in every partj it is to be presumed tl^t they are both 
fights If they differ n^iterially in paiti^ldaf Vot» 
it is iicce^sary that they go out and review i( together* 
a^ the mistake is hy these- mea^s, for tt^ most part* very 
cyiftily discovered. It is reckoned that there will always 
l|e a small difference between a general and particular 
surrey* arising from the more unequal surface which 
. firevaits over the ridges and balks o{ fmiongs* than upon 
the hades or outlines thereof. 

The consequence of this is, that the partictilar will 
$pmewbat over*rii|i th^^ general survey, where both ar^* 
ipc^fuce^ ^si^yi bee^u^e the lines «tf it ave taken over ' 
t)ie ridges, where there is the greater inequality; but the 
variation in thi^ case is very iAcpdi^ersftUet ^nd \hi^ m!e- 
tbod of adjusting i{ esu^yV' 

« The survey ougbt always la be hcfinre the Cm* 
scussionera the. beginning pf Q£to{)qri that they may be 
aUjfi to prof ef4 (liFc^y uppn the aUotmcatt* ^hich for 
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wauaf reasons should be no longer deferred. The rights 
and Interests of the former occupiers^ who will have then 
gathered their crops^ are coming to a conclusion. If any 
£dlows have been made^ the season for sowing winter 
com is at hand. If any parts of the fields have been laid 
down with grass-sepds, the future proprietors thereof will 
suffer daily in the loss, of their herbage, and perhaps also 
in the destru^on of it by the treading of large cattle, if 
the heavy rains should hSL early. And besides all this» 
f be proper season for planting commences soon afker the 
fall of the leaf ; and in strong days, the growth of quick* 
fets depend very much on their being eariy planted. All 
th^ reasons make it highly expedient and beneficial to 
proprietors, to have every thing which concerns their en* 
^osure, entirely settled by the beginning, or at the farthestf 
the middle of November ; which cannot be done, un^ 
Irss.the survey is completed and laid before the Commi** 
soners earjiy in Oftober ; after which the situation of the 
aUotments being fixed, they are to be measured and staked 
4)ut, and each person's sh^ of mounding to be ascer^ 
tgined ; all which, in a field of any considerable extent^ 
will require a month or six weeks at least, to adjust finallji 
ftom the time of the delivery of the survey*.'' 
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OF THE VALUATION. 



' Trii i$ the braath of the bosinest of emdotim and 
lUotmem, whkli dematids much knowledge and great 
etpcrienccy ts weli at an onsospe£ted integrity. The 
gehtlemen who have been employed in many enclosfires» 
will fliways be cbooen in prefierence to young beginrr^rs,: 
wiko mM ke ttttiMd «p by gt^ual exertiMt nndef the 
wlii^ of expetienced Commiiaieoeri. These are obvioua 
tmthi, a»d rarely departed from in pradtice, through 
mne little Ideal jeatoiiatet, wtthoitt the parties themselTea. 
aiifiering from want of confidence. That such a necea- 
aery meaaore of confidence may, in aome cases, have 
been abused^ cannot be denied ; but the bad reputation 
attending chem, has had a good effeA, and, perhaps upon 
ibi? whole of the business may have been ben^cial. 

In the enclosure of eommon fieUs, an estimatiort 
fnadeof the yearly value, by the aevey of all the plots and 
parcels of ground contained therein, is essentially nece»« 
sary. This office is sometimes undertaken by Commis- 
sioners themselves, but more frequently by some neigh- 
bouring farmers mentioned in the ad, or chosen by the 
proprietors with the consent of the Commissioners, for 
that purpose. Hiere are three properties very essential 
to the right discharge of it ; viz. understanding, atten- 
tion, and integrity. Without a general knowledge of the 
nature and uses of land, a man is totally unqualified for 
this branch of business \ and this is the reason why many 

Commis- 
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Commtssionerst and aqarag f«hfri» fhc^ A^liiQir^ has 
always dcdioed ^kiog j^t i& k | wfU iha^ 
whatever caution and im^nty they ipay exerl il^.lbe eM» 
motion of it» thoss ^lifi^tioiM Ga&pat: ivi.tbii^CMW, qtaliAr 
^ineiid^ for any dei^ of. j4i4g^^t. ^gh^- tbtc 

most experienced to be too confide ^ th^ii Hnd^mandr 
ing in these matters.. 

There are few concerns of pi^orfr aeriout f^^m^^Knem 
to individuals, than that, by whi^h their pro^perty is to \m 
for ever ascertained : and therefore it ought not to he 
done without the most matore d^iberation, and careful 
attention to every circumstance, that can in any degree 
zffeA its value. A Cursory view of the surface will not 
suffice for this purpose. 

'^There should be a critical examination of its soil, aS 
well as of the herbage which it produces ; an inquiry into 
its latent qualities, whether it contains any thing noxious 
to any species of profitable cattle. V/hether particular 
seasons are not adapted to it, and how far it is affe£^ed by 
Che present. What management it has been under for a 
course of years past, and the like. To these should be 
added a due regard to its situation for convenience ; and a 
consideration of the different expense of enclosing, ac- 
cording to its great or less intrinsic value. These are the 
principal objedls which. ought to determine the judgment 
of every honest man on such occasions. 

And after all, the most skilful will differ in their opi« 
nions upon these subjeds ; nor is there any other way to 
be assured of their integrity, but by their general good 
charadter, or by obliging them to confirm their sentiments 
with an oath, to be taken before the Commmissioners by 
each of the quality-men upon the delivery of their book*.*^ 



* 2a$2y oa the Nature said Method, &c. 47. 

« Though 
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^ Though an impartial estimation b one of the most 
cfsential meant of procuring equal justice to all parties^ 
and what every proprietor has reason to be anxious about 
yet it may not be an improper caution to suggest^ that it 
b Tcry ill-judged to raise frivolous objeftions from selfbh* 
motiva, which wiU probably answer no other purpose^ 
but to take up the time of the Coounissioners, and by 
cmsequence to swell the bill of costs, and create an addi« 
ttonal expense upon the enclosure^" 



• Emy, Ace. p. 50< 
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SECTION ItL 



ALLOTMENTS. 



This branch, of publig enclosure is nocessarily proiiisCcA 
by the preceding, steps, being in h& no more tban the 
re-division of the lands among the former proprietorsf« 
according. to that proportion of valtiey resulting from the 
valuation already taken. It depotids so much cfn local 
situation and convenience^ as to' admit scarcely of any ge* 
9eral rule ; each case of enclosure stands singly on the 
circumstances of the spot. Contiguity to the residence 
or farmeries of the proprietors is so mucli esteemed* that 
the immediate value of the lands must in some cases be 
. made to give way to this general ohjcfk of desire : able 
Commissioners put a just value 'on every circumstance, 
smd so balance their arrangement, as usually to give as 
much satisfaAion to all parties, as perhaps is possible is 
difficult cases. 



SECT. 




to 



SECTION nr. 



AWARtX. 



: Thb award it the kgal establishmeitt add regtiter of 
the changes made in the property hy the endosure. If 
discontents arise, they are founded on the allotments i 
bat in relation to the award itself, the most usual com* 
plaint is founded only on the time of making it. Thitf 
has in some cases been delayed so long, as to occasioir 
complaints, which apparently have been reasonable } and 
such cases have produced in several modern aAs, a clause 
enforcing the award within some specified period* 
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SECTION V, 
OFFENCES. 

Thbre is opt a single step in the whole business q( en« 
closing that does not demand particular attention } the 
heavy expense to which the measure has in many in- 
stances been carriedi has thrown a damp upon it through 
various distriAs of the kingdom ; and excited so much 
opposition to all proposals tQ enclose by a£t of parliament, 
that whatever may be the improvement in view, the 
very word raises alarm. Whatever therefore tends to 
lessen expense, must be beneficial. That of fences is ex- 
tremely heavy, and therefore merits much attention. 

The circumstances that particularly call for it are : 

I. Arrangement of the Fields according to the Soil. 

II. Size of the Fields. 

III. Enclosing without Subdivisions. 

IV. Position of the Fences. 

V. Sort of Fence. 



^ h'^Arrangement of the Fields according to 

SozL 

The praifkice generally followed, of tracing the lines of 
the fences in such directions as to form square enclosures, 

G haj 
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has nothing to be objeAed to where the soil is without 
material variations. But where changes of soil occuf^ 
and the open fields certain both wet and dry lands-^ 
such as are adapted to the turnip culture, and such as are 
too wet for that plaht ; traAs thit may be proper for 
sainfoin, a^ d others of a very different description ; such 
a plan is attended with ~great inconveniences, and ought 
carefully to be avoided. These, occur in every, article of 
Yhc fafmrr s business. He must often hat^c two crops in 
one 'field, which is alone a great objeAion. He mutt 
make a ciiStrcnce in' the time of giving Vn'any of the Ope- 
rations of tiHage; and the whole managtoient applied 
ought to vary with the soil. The expense of going tto 
'and'irom 'fields, 'and of making brdken days' work in 
each, influfces a negleft of necessary caution ; -and if un- 
*lavourafefe weather occurs, loss is the conscquencfe. Fdr 
these, and niaiiy c^her reasoife\ obvious to every (»radtcil 
man, attention should be ghren to tracing the lines of 
fences, 'so as to have every ipart-of a -field as^ifioSar in 
soil as possible. 



^ 11,^0/ the 5/2je, of Fields. 

Where a particular attention to shelter from bleakness 
of situation do not render exceptions necessary, a general 
rule is, to make the size of fhe new fields proportioned 
to that of' the farm ; and they are found ta vary from 

"^ive to ten acres on a smdll ^d^le ; to "fifty or sixty W^a 
large one* Shelter against cold winds \ and a necessity 
of many open drains, into which to conduA covered 

' ones, will always have a tendency to m&ke 9naftQ ,e&clo« 

' iures corivchi'ent. 

la 
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Tn tbe case of gfass-Luids, the size maj be hi^er than 
for arable. It has bedn a debated point aixiong the 
Writers on husbandry^ whether lafge o^ moderately 
Azcd fields be most advantageous to lire stock ; and so 
much may be said on both sides, that probably the point 
•Will not e^ily be settled j and in such cases, motiyes re«i 
jO^ote from the immediate question will decide tbe con«» 
:4ttA of those who sketch out the new endosutts. l( 
they ate to be fed by dairy coWs brought home foi' 
milking twice a day, the fields should be smaller than 
for jatting stock, which being once distributed, should be 
4eft with few removals. Digging ponds Is expensive, yet 
every field should have water. The expense of snbdivid* 
ing is considerable, and must be attended to, 

Mr. BiKBWEtt was a great friend to small fields ; but 
he used one argument founded mofe dn economy than 
on the well-doing of stocks he contended that wheie 
coals were of a certain price, the hedges answered as 
w^lLas^^y other part of a htm. I have: seen some vexy 
large fields that have been grazed without inconvenience. 
At Croswick, in Northamptonshire! one of 212 acres, 
supported a. greater stock, in the opinion of the propric-i 
tor, than i% would have done had it been in small pieces. 
Mr. Westcar, in Buckinghamshire, has a field of SCjQ 

. acres : if be thought division would pay, I take it foi* 
granted it would be divided. Several parks that are fed 
by joist stock support and fatten it so amply, that the 
owners have quoted the cases in proof of the benefit et 

: laige fields. 

<Vln ^closing waste lands inaUeak situation, an<l 

much eiqmed to the violence of any particular wind, ic 

. would be of the first consequence not to adhere to thtf 

custom of proportioning the fields to the size of the ip" 

, 't«id«iiMniL>ut (o them very, nojueh sipaUer thta 

q3 itt 
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in more sheltered parts ; and many fences should be made 
at the same time, to begin to windwardi and make the 
hedges in rows across it ; and ahhough the first might 
not thrive well, in all probability the second would do 
better, and the more were planted the more they would 
thrive. The greatest enemy to vegetables arc strong 
winds, and their velocity is much broken by trees and 
hedges, as these entangle the atmosphere, and prevent 
its rushing on so furiously over the surface : wherever 
we find the wind blowing from a very extensive plain, 
and particularly over the sea, we find the plants on the 
first land that meets it all shrinking therefrom, and the 
branches put forth towards the land to be far more luxu- 
riant than those towards the sea or bleak wind. This is 
generally attributed to what us farmers call sea air j but I 
conceive it is only caused by the velocity of its motion. 
I have observed along the sea coast of Wales, in Devon- 
shire, and other countries towards the British Channel^ 
particularly near the Start Point, that there is not a tree 
to be seen on any of the rising grounds that face the sea 
within a few miles of it, but in the vallies they thrive 

' amazingly ; the surface of the latter place being hilly, 
trees grow up quietly until their tops reach the rapid 
current of air that fiies on at a certain distance above the 
hedges, when their heads have the same appearance as if 
they were taken oflF with a scythe, and never grew higher. 
There was in ancient times trees on the highest mountains 

■ in Wales, for on the turf groundsj which are most on 
mountain tops, vast number of their trunks now remain 
under the surface ; others rooted in their native soil, and 

' broken down close to the stump : but should trees be 
planted there at this time they would not grow ; the velo- 
city of the wind would starve them. When trees throve 
on these hills^ the .whole country was covered therewith, 

so 
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9oeach grew behind the shelter of the other- There is a- 
large wood belonging to Sir Thomas Mostyn, near Bar- 
mouthy which begins near the sea^ and continues far into 
the country : the first row of trees, or, rather oak shrubs, 
nearest the ocean, are very short and small, little higher 
than the fences and there is a progressive advance of their 
height and bigness towards the land, until they be^ 
cooie larg^ and tall wood, although the ground conti-, 
nues to_ rise. I. have been informed, that if a thermo- 
meter be placed so as to oppose the current of the wind^ 
and another just by, but sheltered from the violence of 
its motion, that that exposed to the wind will be much 
lower than the other. This accounts for the half starved 
appearance of the plants th^t are on the tops of the hills, 
and in bleak situations \ for I make no doubt, but oftea 
in the months of May and June, a thermometer exposed 
in one of these places to a high wind, would be as low 
as it often stands in January and February. Such sudden 
changes. from heat to cold to most plants at the time of 
their vegetating, must always be injurious apd often 
fatal. ^For these reasons, I would recommend all those 
who enclose bleak lands, to make the fields small, an4 
planted with tfees th^mj if possibly to m^^ke th^ 
grow*" 



^ III.— 0/* Enclosing without Subdivisions. 

Hitherto it is taken for granted, that the liew enclosure 
is formed into subdivisions, but it is necessary to remark, 
that in many cases there is no absolute necessity for this* 



• George Matthews. 
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T shall touch upon thts circamstaQce first iA riAztiM Ctf 
^hlcy and secondly for grass^land. 

Except in very bleak situatlonsi a thickly enclosed couH^ 
try is unfavourable to the growth of com : all shade isf 
mischievous, and the free course of the wind highly 9d<« 
vantageous in drying wet land ; and in harvesting th^ 
irdps on all kinds of land. Those who have been ad* 
<erse to enclosing have not failed to dwell on this point | 
i^d it has generally been admitted. Hedg^ it is tro^ 
may be kept in i dwarf state so low as not to injure 
crops, but they are no longer to be relied on as stffficieot 
fences, and instead of yielding fad, they become a regukrf 
ind, so fytf a barren expense. 

' Hence it certafihly merits attention, whether the land 
^ay not be profitably cultivated 19 an open though in g 
ieveral state ; Surrounded only by the ring ftnce of th^ 
farm. If this can be efie£ted, th^ satinj; of etpens^ 
"iroxrld in many-c^ses bt considerable. Sheep undc¥ i 
good shepherd m^y be fed stny whei^, t^en on balks be-» 
iweeh com, on the space of ^ few feet, as I have many 
^mes seen abroad without the smallest damage ; but thei# 
ibepkerds are more skilful than ours. For the consump^ 
tiott of clover, trefoil, ftc. the dtfBcuky, if anyj could 
only force a management that ought to be universal— ^hat 
of soiling all great cattle \ in which the crops go twice as 
far, with a dunghill twice as large. With sheep there is no 
difficulty % ^nd as to feeding the stubbles with hogs, they 
may be herded, though with more trouble than ihee{^ 

It deserves notice, that in old enclosed countries where 
the fences are not all of white-thoni) and absolutely free 
from gaps, hedges are trusted to for safety whiqh they 
4o Qot afford $ and when you see new enclosures in which 
the utmost possible attention is not given to nursing up 
the quick, the same spe£bcle is apparent. The farmer's 
• Josses are so great, yet a heUvy expense annually submitted 
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tOil1lat''ft^n^e$ prove anai^oce ^ and if. hfc-ktievf tbe fiQ% 
advantaged of soiling' (sa little g€nciaU]R*imdfir9to€id} i^: 
bad far better be wfthoat tl^m. 

' Upoii tke wlxoiei it presomedthat ^bd{1^^t9iQn jenceSt 
ih arahla favms^ hare in tfmtj: cases; been, made a|< t gr^att 
expense, wherein (hey . ought very, weli b^iie beeO sparq^*. 
It ought not therefore to be uodert^iken a^ a. matter q| 
course, but a due discfimin^tion df circumstapc^s. yfcO^ 
made and considered. 

In respedfc to fields intended for gra^j t^ q^^s^^q;^ 
mil depei^d on the deoision of another, to wbkb.>i;l$cieu| 
attention has nqt been, given : — Is it ofitahk IQ. sqqimer'* 
feed cows and fet^ing stock at hofne in stalls^ qt jrards^i 
rather than suQisr them to range the fields copicpps^ 
manner ? The system of stall or yard*feeding is better 
understood in some other' countries than it is in England. 
We are not however without experiments here» which have 
been attended with amplSe success. These ^ill without 
doubt be particularly; detailed in the General Report on that 
$u^je£t : the benefit^ are numerous and great. 'Hie grass 
^es much farthpi:; double the stock is kept; the quan- 
tity of manure raised is more than doubled," and of 
greater value per lQa4. The animals are kept free from 
£ies, which drive thei^i into ponds, and ditches^ and pits^ 
wl^er? they j^s^ t^e heat of the day, or drive about the 
fields, ^9 the destruction of more grass than they eati. 
Thesjcare ^reato^e£b, and deserving of much iattenttonl 

The only objeftion made to the praCHce, deserving 
Qpticp here, is, th^t the universal method in £ngland ii 
(liferent } and that fi<;h grass-lands would be datnaged hf 
inpwing. Fifty years a^o this obje£lion foight have been 
inade tp spiljng horses } a praAice that has now crept into 
^Imqstjevery cpupty of the kingdom, and general in £cnt 
and Hertfordshire. Old prejudices are dpnQ sfiv^ay^ ^d 

g4 the 
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tlie new method is so much approved, that it will pro-* 
bably become general among all but the worst and poorest 
farmers. In regard to mowingi the case is very different 
from that of hajr ; for which the grass is left so long (so 
much longer than it ought to be) that the grazing pasture 
is injured by it| but for soiling it is begun much sooner, 
and repeated twice^ thrice, and on rich land oftener: 
and this cutting is less injurious than trampling. The 
dung arising in the yards affords a much better m^niuring 
than what is dropped about the fields, to injure spots, or 
be carried aways by the flie. But this is not the placo 
fully to examine a question of so great import^ce ; it is 
introduced here merely as a ciution against emharl^ing ia 
great expenses, which may not be necessary* 



^ TV.'^Pqsition of the Fejices, 

A question h^s been started, whether the lines of 
Jiedg^s yrhicb form enclosures, should be drawn put on the 
filgher or on the lower parts of the field where thipre arc 
hill and dale, and the operator has his choice? It has 
been contended, that by live stock being drawn for shel«- 
ter iq ^he hedge, much dung will be left near it, and 
that rains will, if the fepce be on the hill, distribute the 
effeA over the surface of the field ; whereas, if the fence 
be iif the vale, the s^me cause will wash it at once into a 
ditch, brook, &c. There is ^ little truth in this ob- 
servation, but the conclusion must be too weak tq in- 
fluence the position of the fence. The soil may probably 
be dry or wet; if wet, the fence-ditch must be marked 
out where it will best answer the purpose of a drain, a 
motive for its position far more powerful than that just 

recited- 
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recited. If the soil be dry or poor, or the situation bleak» 
and there is a trhoice of position, it will probably be 
placed where it will grow the best ; for nursing up a 
quick'-hedge in ^n unfavourable positiop^ is so tedious 
and expensive an operation, that every means should 
be taken to accelerate it. la mountains and moors, where 
shelter is highly valuabley fences are of stone, and the 
walls may be placed as high tis you please; but if there be 
hot a plantation between double ones» the shelter will 
be little or none. 



^ v.— Of /^ Sort of Fence. 

A very elaborate Report on this subjeA has been pre^ 
sented to the Board, and printed under their auspices, to 
whijch the more curious reader may be referred ; but at 
present it will be necessary only to notice the most usual 
fences that have been adopted in executing the various 
pariiamentary enclosures that have taken place. Somt 
notes to thb purpose will be found in the Appendix to this 
Report (No. XVI.) As the pr^nt work h not a treatise on 
practical agriculture, and will still leave the desideratum 
of a more minute detail upon the whole economy of 
fences, the present reference it is concdved will answet 
the purpose of this genehil inquiry. 



SECT. 
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Tite expeme df ro^»i bridgei^ aadi other psbKc woariE% 
which attend many parliamentary encbsurcs, «ece$saril|t 
varies with the particular circumstances t>i each indBvi« 
dual case. In some it forms a very heavy expense ; in 
others it is comparatively light \ and there are instances 
in which thes^ ot)|)9As^ a$ w^U th^t of fen^ping, are put 
under the management of distin^^ Commissioners^ named 
bossi among f ^ iahabit^u^f of the parish ei;^ctosed a 
j^Yi w^u^ baii b^en fbi^nd to ho attended ¥(i^ coi^i- 
4f rabte afiv^p^ges. 

T^ef^afe three thiags^ to particularly ^tended tQ }^ 
buying oi|t s€i94^ over .new enp^osure^ : \sf^^ the conv^ 
W^m^ Qf puhtic \ the ease of tl^^ parishioners 
jjir 91 >l Ciun be considered witt^o^t intref^cbiog top o^uch 
npon th^ pqi)i<epien(ce ; 3d| t^e convenience ^ te^avity 
(i)f tl^^ f qveral cf t^^s^^ where regard can he paid to su.ch 
f;ircH«H^f>nces v}t{)out intejffgrifxg greatly with ihc t^p 
iq^vm* As tfef fir^t, fX i^ ffftain that th? straighter 
they are laid out the n^ri^jf^qyoEipdipus they are, sq that 
there is no remarkable inequality in the ground, and 
there was a certainty that they would be put into sufficient 
repair; but as it seldom happens that considerattions of 
this kind do not clash with straight lineS) CommissionerSL 
are always induced to reconcile the convenience of thQ 
public with the ease of the parishioners^ and this they 
think is better done by sometimes carrying roads a little 
9b9Vt| (or (he sake of directing them over sounder ground, 

• or 
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or by reduQing their number^ when the public is not ma« 
terially incommoded by it ; siippcisitig it more eligible to 
travellers to take a little circuit for the sake of a good 
road, than to go in a straight Une over a bad- one* It 
will happen in some casesi that a. little alteration of the 
direction of a "road will render the allotment of estates in 
the neighbourhood of k muclv more commodioiia. AH 
estates should be laid contiguous to a public road, an4 
also be as compa& as possible within themsel^. Whei^ 
^th these paints can be secured by a small ifitidiiMr 
Ccnnniiasioners will perhaps he justified fa douig it from 
iuch motif es ; though certain Ubertiea of this' kiad arc 
not to be tdceii wantonly, nor ought the public to be 
incommoded for tbe privalc convenience et any bod 
whatever.*^ 



« 9^iay oil thfNatiif# and Method of EadcMiirei, 176$»p.d^ 



I 



SECTr 

I 



Digitized by 



SECTION VII. 
PRAINAGE AND IRRIGATION. 

Dminagb has been a very commoti article of expense 
in a ^eat number of endosures, demanding large cuts 
and canals for the conveyance of superfluous water; the 
objed has been found of the first importance^ and such 
.improvements effeAed by it as have trebled^ and even 
centupled the value of large trads of land. The fens of 
Gambrklgeshire offer a speAacle which proves clearly the 
general drainage of enclosed lordships ; for the great in- 
crease of complaints in the fens, and which caused the ap» 
pKcation for the Eaubrink cut» have been occasioned, as 
I was assured by many persons on the spot, by the rapi« 
dity with whi h the waters from heavy rains in the parishes 
bordering on the fens^ or from which the descent lies thi« 
ther now comes, compared with the periods when it rested 
in the former open fields till exhaled by evaporation ;~ 
a sure proof of the^mmeose improvement wrought in all 
^hose parishes by the drainages effected by enclosing. But 
with respeft to irrigatiori, cases are rare. The foUowingi 
however, sets an es^ample, ^hi^h it is to be hoped will 
hav^ man^ imitations. 

Irrigation by EncJojtng, — ^Upon the enclosure of thp 
parish of Ridgemont, near Woburn, His Grace the late 
Duke of Bedford procured a clause (and the same is in 
that of Maulden and Crawley) in the Ad^, to enable him 
to irrigate, by carrying a canal through the property of 
other persons, paying them compensation for damages ; 

and 
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and as this is one of the most important improvements in 
the business of enclosing that ever took place> I shall here 
insert thc-whole clause^ 

^ And irhereas i Ciiimiii |)arts ^f the parish of RidgOi- 
TOont might be greatly improved by irrigation, or 
tering into valuable meadow lands, if the waters of cer- 
tain springs, rivulets, and brooks, iti the said parishy 
were at times diverted and carried along the declivity 
of the hilk in carriages or ditches on the proper level for 
such purpose ; and whereas such carriages will, in some 
instances, in their course to the bnd intended to be 
watered, pass through and over the estate and lands of 
other persons, and in some instances through old enclo- 
sures ; and whereas certain lands within the said parish 
might also be greatly improved by proper and competent 
tirains and ditches being cut and continued through the 
vallies and ground below* such land ; be it therefore 
tmQcd'y that the said Commissioners shall and nuvy 
direct and appoint some competent person (making him ^ 
reasonable compensation for his trouble therein) to 
take the levels, and examine the praAicability and extent 
of the improvemeuts which may be made by irrigation 
and drainage withit^ the said parish of Ridgemont, and 
to report the same to the said Commissioners, who 
shall be authorized and empowered to scour out, deepen, 
straighten, divtrt, alter, change, rise, sink, or embank 
all, or any of the ancient brooks, rivulets, springs, 
ditches, and water'-courses within the said parish, for 
the purpose aforesaid y and to set out, appoint, construd, 
and make all such new carriages, ditches, trenches, 
tunneb. bridges^ water-gates, sluices, and drains, as 
> well in« through, over, and upon the lands and grounds 
* hanbj intended to be divided and enclosed as aforesaid, 

as 
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«siri, (M^er^ diroQgbt and upon mj ancient encIosiiFe# 
•or other Itnds or gFOiinda within the said parish (excepi 
gardens), or across and tinder anjr public or private 
>oad> as they' shall judge necessary for the ^parposcf 
4>f irrigating at draining any of the landii and grounds 
-withinithe said parish, which from their situation may 
.be capable of such imptoveoieiit ^ aod the said Commis^ 
^sioners ar^e hereby authorised and required to make such 
•^tisfa^liM a3 they shall think proper, to the proprietor ox* 
rtvopfietots of such ancient enclosures or other lands, not 
'hereby intended to be divided and enclosed, for any da** 
mage done their landsy in the construfling, making, and 
•maintaining of any Carriages, ditches, water<K:ourseSf 
rtrenches, drains, tunnels, bridges, water-gates, sluice^ j 
or drains, in, through, or thereon: and the said Com* 
•missioners shall apportion and assess the expense of satii' 
• faAion for damage done to old enclosures, and of th« 
•digging, making, and constructing the necessary car-' 
itiages, ditches, tunnels, drains, bridges, water-gates^ 
*duices, or dams, for the purpose of conveying ihe water 
ttpon, and. taking the same off the land again, as aforesaid, 
1 upon such of the said proprietors to Whom the said lands 
ithall be allotted, and belong, in proportion tothe boiefit 
'their estate will severally derive from such irrigation and 
. drainage : and the money so assessed shall be levied and 
recoverable in the same manner as the money for the pUf-* 
, pose of passing this AA, and carrying the . same into exe* 
-mention,: is hernnafter . direfted to be levied i-and raised} 
.and the Commissioners are hereby directed, in -and b(f 
their award hereafter mentioned, to order, idireA^. aiftd 
r appoint cat whose expense, at what time, iaiid io whst 
•manner the .said carriages, .ditches, tuntitis^ dtai«S| 
. bridges, water-gates, ishticcs^ihanksy sbms». JftdiOtbtr IT'* 
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i|tti$ites for irrigation add draiaiag, sball them£t€r seve^ 
rallj be repaired* scoured out^ cleansed) maii^ainedj and 
renewied-; and at what timeSf and ia what proportions, the 
'said water shall be used by the several proporietors for the 
^purpose of irrigating as aforesaid : and the several !p»o- 
prietors 6f lands irrigati»d as aforesaid, and their respec- 
tive servants shall, thereafter, at such times as the said 
Commissioners shall in their said award dircA, have free 
access in, to, and upon the estates of any other person, 
doing as little damage as may be, and keeping and passing 
along upon the banks of su^ of the carriages, ditchesi 
rivulets, or brooks^ which bring or convey the water to 
or upon their respective lands, and along the banks o^ 
such drains, ditches, or brooks as convey the water 
from or off their said lands, for the purpose of open* 
iag, shutting, or regulating the water-gates or sluicesi 
or of removing any obstruction to the course of thd 
waters/' 

In consequence of this clause, levels were taken in 
the three parishes before mentioned, to ascertain what 
lands could be watered, and the allotments so knarked, 
that the ditches of the limitation fences might be the 
main water-carriers on the highest possible level : no dif«* 
ficulties occurred in these instances, because in general 
the traCU below these levels were bogs, or boggy bottoms^ 
which, however valuable in the prophetic eye of an en- 
lightlied mind, were in no estimation amongst the pro« 
prietors in general: slnd when all such shall become 
equally well informed, still the application of thb clause 
will be of infinite consequence in a multitude of cases a( 
present unthought of } and had eqnal wisdom guided the 
proprietors in the many hundreds of bills that have passed 
the legislature, thousands of acres would have been irri« 



gated. 
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pLt^df to the amazing increase of the benefits which have 
flowed from enclosures in general. 

The works made pursuant to this claiises in the ps^ 
fishes of Ridgemont) Crawley and Maulden, I tiewed 
with much attention, and should fully explain, were it 
possible, without the assistance of maps*. 

* Aaiub^v.zlx. p. 539* 
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SECTiO^J VIII. 
EXPENSES. 



There have been two methods of providing for the 
Expenses of the measure of enclosing ; first, by levying 
assessments lipon the proprictoi^s, proportioned to their 
property, usually according to the poor-rate. Second, by 
selling portions of waste lands or commons sufficient to 
jJay part> or the whole of such expenses. Where the 
latter is praAicable, it is a most easy and beneficial me- 
thod of providing for the- demands of the measure. 

It is to the expense of procuring separate a<^s of parlia- 
ment to which must be attributed the slow progress made 
in enclosing ) and which will for ever Uy a direA prohi- 
bition on the application of the itieasure to all small com* 
monsi wasteS] or open fields. These expenses havQ 
arisen and increased so much, that multitudes aet th^* 
selves in opposition to the proposal in overy part of the 
kingdom ; they dread demands which they are not able 
to satisfy; and must be detefred from consenting^ 
by seeing so many persons whose means have been so e3C- 
*liau8ted by these expensesj that when the allotments 
came into their bands, the power of cultivating them was 
gone. This raises such an opposition, that^ if it do n6t 
preclude the measure, it adds at least to the expensesi 
already so great^ 

In the examination by order of the Board, in I8OO4 
the following particulars were gained: 

Acr^ on an average enclosed, 1612^ nearly what has 

H bcol 
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been found to be the average of all the enclosures thit 
have been authorized by parliament* 

The aa, 497/. 

The survey, 259/. 

Commissionerst 94'4/« 

Fences, &c. 550/, 7s. 6J. (Appendix, No- XVlI.) 

Hence it appears, that in the ratio of 500/. per zQf 
2591 a£ls would now cost at least thirteen hundhed 
Ti)ou5AND POUNDS ; ,which ?um, in case such a number of 
afts were in future to pass at no greater expense, would 
nearly be taken from the faculties of those whose undi- 
minished capitals are, in most cases, requisite for the 
preparatory improvements of the land; ^ cifcomatance 
ruinous to small proprietors. 



Ngitei, in reply to the Committee of the House of Ccmmo/if* 

' In my parish is grelt abundance of cool and goodf 
Kmestone, and about nmeteen thousand six hundred 
acres of heath-down and waste land, lying undivided, 
and not stinted ; several acres of ^hich would re-imburse 
cveiry expense of improvement y bfit the proprietors 
these commons are deterred from dividing and enclosing 
them,, solely from the intolerable expense attending the 
obtaining aAs of parliament necessary for the purpose. 



r cannot omit this opportunity of saying, that the 
.expense of the enclosure has been so enormous, ascor^ 
dially to disgust the majority of proprietors. The com-* 
munity may perhaps gain some little by it hereafter^ 



€( 



** Hugh NAifNEv, Vicar, 
Haltwhistte, Northumberland.*^ 
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much from the size of the land enclosed they cannot, but 
most of the individuals concerned, will ever have cause to 
regret that the Bill obtained the sanAion of the Legislature. 
The expenses usually arising in the operation of an En* 
clolure Bill, call loudly for parliamentary interference. 

" Thomas Alston Warrek, 
" Curate of Kensworth, Hertford.^ 

in theenelosure o/Hartingfordbury, a plan was formed 
|6 escape the charges (so often very heavy) which art 
made by Commissioners ; that of naming in the bill three 
neighbouring gentlemen foi" Commissioners s Mr. Btx)S» 
of Ware-park, Mr. KichoLson Calvert, md the Rev. 
Mt. BROlRrNB. By this mode, no other expense it in« 
cutrred than it absolutely necessary } these gentlemen, of 
course, taking nothing, but aAing as friends to the par* 
ties. If this plan could be more commonly pur$ue4» 
which surely it might be, enclosing would not t9 
much comi^ained of*." 

Although the money arising from the tale of traAt 
•f the common was far from being adequate to the pui^ 
potet intended by the Aft ; yet these sales have answered 
ft very valuable end, in easing the proprietors of the bulk 
of that enormous load of expentet that generally attend 
divitions} and have consequently given vigour to tlit 
proprietors (the poor ones especially), in breaking op^ 
«nd pushing the improvements on their several allotment^ 
at ft more early period than hat generally been praftited 
on the divbion of other commons $ and even long befort 
there it any probability of executing th« award of XhM 
Commissionertf.*' 



* HotfoiMirt Africtthore, p. 4#« 
t Jteny «a DiviM ComoM, by a teftMK» p. 99« 
tl 9 
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:<^i^^^ THE KINGDOM INSUFFICIENT 
FOR ITS CONSUMPTION. 

A MODERN Writer of considerable talents*, has 
explained some important principles of populationi in 
a manner that not only docs great honour to his know** 
ledge and penetration, but tends powerfully to con- 
vince the Legislature of this kingdom, that the increase 
of the people very far outruns the produ£lIveness of ous 
Agriculture ) and has by a chain of satisfactory reasoning 
proved, that if measures be not speedily taken to in- 
crease our Agriculture, we may expe£l the early recur- 
rence of scarcity, under circumstances probably more dan- 
jgcrous than those we have already experienced. 

The reader will scarcely &il to combine such results 
.with the present state of the countries bordering upon the 
Baltic. 

Accounts will be inserted in . the Appendix to these 
papers, which will shew tliat the late and a£hia} state oif 
importation, tend as strongly as they can tend, to confinu 
.those opinions which represent tliis country in respedt to 
its agriculture, combined with its population, to be in a 
most dangerous state. 

The export of manufachircs, the general extent of 



• Mtv Maltuus. 

& :\ commerce^ 
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coonnerce, even the unive]*$al prosperity seen through so 
many classes of tho people^ gre all so many, causes of in- 
creasing population ; and if> ivl(h such powerful and 
operating principles of augmentation, the national Agri* 
culture is not equally impelled, the consequences must be 
seTerely fclt upon every trifling deficiency of crop. **"That 
Agriculture is not thus proportionably in^preased or im? 
proved) the<regular import of com is a clear proof. 

Our situation in these respe£bs is such as to callr for 
greats and ev^n immediate attention to the apicultural 
state of the kingdom. - No person can seriously rtSicA 
oo ^he last scarcity in this couiqitry, »id on tb^ proportion 
of the twenty millions sterling paid for com which came 
from the Baltic, and compave such an import with wlx^i 
the present state of those countries permit^ us to expert 
from them, perhaps for many years to come, without 
seeing some reason for apprehension^ Nothing can place 
the kingdom in any degree of security, but taking effec- 
tive measures to prepare, as much as human efforts can 
prepare, for evils of the most dangerous tendency. The 
more this subjeA is examined, the more imperiously it 
will be found to call for immediate and adequate exertions. 
The wisdom of the Legislature \riU determine what those 
exertions should be ; but it is conceived that it is pe- 
culiarly within the province^ und indeed, the strict duty 
of a Board of Agriculture, to point out whatever appears 
to them to tend forcibly, under Divine Providence, to place 
the nationaLsubsistence upon a secure foundation. 

l^o means can tend more powerfully, it is to be hoped, 
to such an end, than to ascertain the certainty of the £id» 
that the Agriculture of the kingdom is at present insuf- 
fifipnt to feed it. The obvious necessity of setting this 
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fzA in ^ ckar lights will apologize for the det^ib which 
St is neceswY to give. (Appendix No. XVIII.) 

Sir Geo. O. FavV, fiart. in the traA which I have 
t)ften quoted, has a remark on tfai^ $ubje£t which \s very 
just. 

The prominent evil which hts given birth to the 
present design, is the sudden ^onviftion of a fy£ty wh^h, 
though far from a nctu observation, has not, until ^ow, 
been pointed \o our feeUng$. 

•* Thii fi^uruhing kir4gdotn, on an average dfcrojf^i does nojt 
froduie a s^f^j ^he Btdinu^rf art'tcki of food for its if^haU^^ 
rants*f whilst thcre-are 48,000,000 of acres pf land lying 
in wastef , VfJ^ici art conv$rtibli to culiurt^ and capable of 
hwg rendtrid produEliyt oftht various articles ^ human ius^ 
Unanee. Dependent Qn foreign markets for the supply of 
the ordinary deficiency of our own produce— if the 
supply faik in those markets, an absolutnlfznt takes place, 
without any pf culiar visitation of Providence on our own 
island. Should the crop U9t fail in the cpuntries af our 
foreign markets, but 8)\ould other countries be purchaser^ 
it the same market, ^hose wants shoyld be greater than 
our own j the price we shall pay will not be regulated by 
9ur own wants, but by those of such other countries — ^Iti 
a country wher^ the supply is less th^n the demand, tha 
home price will be regulated by the price at which th« 
Article can be brought into the hom^ market, which is to 
r^iakc good the deficiency \ and if this price, thus augr 

' ' - , ; ^ 

• See, •« Rcj>rf sontAtion of the Lords of the Committee of Council, 
upon the state of the Laws for i^^latii^ the iaiiportatian and cxporta-^ 
tioDof Cora, n jO." 

f Sec, ** Appendix (B) to the First Report of \hc Sclc<a Cox^mktee 
of the House of Commons, appointed to take into consideration the 
means of promoting the improvement of tlie Waste Lands," &c. 

me;ntedj 
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Jiienteds should be advaaced bejond a due relation to the 
earnings of bbour» a relative want must be the ^consoF- 
guence. Such, it appears, is now the situation of this 
lungdom, and such that of the Ubouring agricultural 
poorV 

Should it be contended that the principles so aUj ez«- 
plgined by Mr* Malthus, demand the admission that 
increase of cultivation will be attended by a corre- 
sponding increase of people, and conse(|uently that the 
lienefit will be but partial : the observation is admitted 
to be just } but the proportion of surplus produce aboyip 
the consiimption of the cultivators is so consixkrable, that 
the advantage is a very essential one which flows fimp 
every increase of $igri^t«ire« By the population returns 
it appears : 

Total enumeration for England smd Wales 9»S4S9579 
3potIand ••roMM.<i.«..o«.-.«.,r...—*«....—-»«o........,..«. i ,59^,06^ 

10,942,646 

Of whiphy employed in agriculture : 

In England •••^••••••••••••••••••••••••f •••••• 1,713,289 

Scotland 365,516 

r- 2,078,805 

' ' ."I 
8,863,84^ 



Hence the dft appears to be, that two miffions em* 
ployed in agriculture, feed (besides themselves) near nine 
minions of other persons ; . and consequently that any 
objeftions tending to le$scn the importance of an incmse 
of cultivation, do not deserve attention. 

This able Writer has also a remark whidi I hav^ beard 



■* Obaervadont on the Gf&fral Entloiuyc fi|tl,bySrp. 6. Paul, 
Ban. 1796, ^ 4 

H \ much 
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much misrepresented in argument, as if it proved some- 
thing against the cultivation of British wastes: ••The 
great obstacle to the ameitoration of laud, is the diffi- 
culty, the expense, and sometimes, the impossibility of 
procuring a sufficient quantity of dressing. As this ia- 
strument of improvement thcrefDire is in prafiice limited, 
vrhatever it inay be in theory, the question will always bo, 
how it may bemost profitably employed ? and in any in^ 
9tance where a certain quantity of dressing and labour 
employed to bring new- land into cultiiration; would 
have yielded a permanently greater jwodtice if employed 
upon old land, both the individual asid the nation ar^ 
•lowers*/' 

Then it has been saiJ, why reqnice a general power to 
enclose, seeing, that it will probably be attended with a 
ikviation of dressing and labour from lands that would 
•pay better ? 

The original passage is not quite corrcft, in bringing 
dressing into the question -j but the application of the re- 
snark to the wastes of England, &c. is entire}^' crroi^eqifs 
in those who make it. 

>T^e culturc .of a waste tra£l:, when added to a farm 
idretdy in cultivation, is in many cases much more likely 
to give additional dressing to the old land than to take 
any from it : of this I have seen many instances ; and i( 
j^iild QQt take Mr. M^lth'us, more than a morning's 
ride frpon Cambridge, to see some himself. The prac- 
tice of paring 9iid burning pirodtices gceat crops, which 
^Tfi ^11 t^kep feom the new land, and consumed on the 
old, to the very great ^^melioration of the old cultivated 
.^clds. Nor is there a waste bog or fen any where to be 
found, capable of draining, bu{ the same effeA would 



* Estay on the Principles of PopuIaticui» p» 479. 

result. 
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IMlky provided tbe^hosbaadry of paring and bunuog^ be 
understood in the country where such wastes are fottodv* 
In the case of drier moors and heaths, the applisation qf 
xbetame pradice, in some cases with the addUttqui of hmt or 
marl (dressings to which there is ao oth^ limit than that 
of expense), has the same eSefis, and produces verjhbqncih 
£cial crops, without requiring dung ; and on the poor«f 
soil, without any otker dressing than what the consunip* 
tion of its own produde wili yield. The hA to 4hose whf 
have a pra^al knowledge ■ of the fubjeQ, speaks for ib- 
adf; but very many^ instances might be given* The ar- 
ticle dressing should therefore h^ve been left out of 4hc 
observation. 

In regard to lahurt the case certainly trnty be different « 
we can suppose exertions to.be made on waste Innd at th^ 
expense of old cultivation, . in a distrifi where i|ao4# sat 
scarce* The thing is possible .« - I d^ not conceive it pro^ 
babie in s^y part of this kingdom. -If a contiguou&far* 
oner andertalqes the work, we are t0 suppose ^e wpuld dp 
it for his profit ^ but this would not be the- result, fnxfi 
he to draw bis hands for it, from the necessary demanil 
of his old cultivation : these men are t0o cautious and 
prudent, to makie it necessary for- the speculativerpoUtf* 
dan^ be under any appt-eheosions of the sort* , If the 
work be executed on a larger scale, by a stranger esta- 
bUshiBg a new farm, aqdtlius creating- a n«w Remand for 
lahoor, he must, if hands are scarce, attrad them by 
higher prices than common } or, which is-nearly» tjie same 
thing, by giving piece-work to men usually at day wages. 
If he does this, is it not a proof that he does it with the' 
fzpeAation of profit f and does not this expectation prove 
that the waste otight to be cukivated? It is the best 
the surest proof of th^t proposition. 



What 
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what u here nienciotied> is sufficient to reaaovcf nj 
ipprdiension of an improper deyiation of . labour* or 
4re9iing- 

But it has be^ said, that the capital might he better 
employed on old cultivated hnds. I beg to ask, who i^ 
the proper judge of this? the farmer out of business yriti^ 
inoney in his pocket— « the politidan in his night-govn 
|uk1 slippers f This is surelj a case wl^ch sliould be left 
to the convi^ton of inditiduals. Let it be remepiibercd]^ 
-that the want of farms is fdt in moi^t of the distrids in 
-this kingdom y ^nd when capital, and skill, and industry, 
'«re ready to he invest^, and would immediately be in-^ 
Tested on these wastes, if obstacles were removed by a 
^power of enclosing, it surely cant^ot be urged with the 
•maUest degree of propriety, that such essertions wouid 
be any deviation of dressing^ .or lal)our> or money, frooi 
lands already in cultivation. 

- Another objeAion to cultivation has boen hinted, whif h 
'may raise a smile, aitd that is, ^r. Williams's idea, 
i?)at luxuriance of vegetation deteriorates the climate of 
'thecoumry: that were all the kingdom in the state of 
the l^uth Downs and ffalisbury Plain, the climate woulc) 
be mneh better. Let the assertion rest on Hic opinion 
«f the author ^ or if you please, be taken for granted ; 
frhat conclulion will you draw from it t To change 
mr cultivation for d^rts, and our people for sheep f 
7his is not the author's meanings and I have n^ in- 
tention to misrepresent him \ suffice it, that the idea 
|s mentioned* It does> not demand a serious <U^us- 
«ion. 

Let 119 then come to. the great fa^, that the kingdon^ 
lias not for many years past fed itself; dnd does ndt ^ 
fffcA it at present. The corhtrade pn>tes thi^ 
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from 1708 fo 1773, the tverage aimual AporttliM 
p£ wheat ^ h^s been 292^X21 quarters^ 

From 1 773 to 1 804, it has been onl^ 5400 qnartcn* 

ffom 1700 to 17^6, oxil^ two jeara ^>€€urred when iA» 
portation was wanted. 

From 1T7S twenty-fite years hare occtifYed wheQ im 
cou|4 not subsiit without an importation i the average #n« 
nuai amount of which haa bem 946,374 quarters. 

From 1046 to 16M, the mTcrage annual ^ce was 8A 
4/. 4i/. 

Fron^ 1686 to 1756, it was 1/. 15/. 
From 1785 to 1790, the average annual imporfatioil 
vaa 107,978 quarters. 
The price, 21. 5/. Sd. 

From 1790 to 1795, the importatipo was 298,583 qtaur- 
fers* 

The price, 21. 14^. Sid. 

Froof 1795 to 1800, the importation was 6}7>9S5 quar^^ 
(ers. 

The price, 3/. I2s. 3^. 

From 1800 to 1803, th^ importation was 897,763 qnar^ 
ters. 
The price, 4J. 

Thus have our imports increased, ^/dd the prkes 
dually adfsnced with them. 

In the fite years previous to 1 800, thp balance was abovo 
tl^ree millions sterling against this country, in importii 
and exports of com. 

one unfortunate year, via. from the 5th of January^ 



* The eaportatioii of ifhcmt alooe it here meationed, but it may be 
fiecctnryto obserre, that from 1710 to 1760» the average annual ex* 
portatioa of gf ain were near eoOfiOO quarters; and that the Take of 
the corn esportcd was aa advaauge to the aatioa of above 000,000^ 
aaoually. 

1800, 
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IWPi to. the 5th o£ January 1801 » above deten millidnsj 
sterling were paid to foreign (ountriesj for corn and rice 
impoited into this kiagdonij besides- large sums expended 
oft 'bounties* . . ^ 

In the four last years we have paid 25|375,0S7/. be* 
tfdei S,9€i,4p9l7. grantednn bounties. 
- Such- has been the floAuatioa of price, that in the jeai 
1800 8/. per quarter was giten for wheat ; the average 
Mw. is -not alcove 13/.> a price at which the agric^ul- 
turist cannot grow it*." 

Average import for ten fears, ending 180S : 

Wheat ^ 592fl55 qrs. 

flour ^^1,24^3 cw^ 

Deducing three years of scarcity, ave- "1 ^1^325 
: X9ge. of the rensaining seven / 

Flour M 122,455 cwti 

Value of the import in tlie years 1800 | ^ 24,600,000 

and 1801, near ••••••••• •* 

Ditto in ten years £. 40,000,000 

In 31 years, from 1770 to 1803, there were eight yenrs 
in which the export exceeded the import ; the amount in 
all, 1,446,312 quarters, not equal to the import of the 
single year 1801, or wheat and flour 1,495>4S9. 

Bounties on io&port in eight yfars, 1796 to 1803, 
2,826,947/. t 

A civcumstance also which deserves great attention in 
the present state of the North of Europe, is the compara- 
tively small quantity of corn which we have at time 
beeo able to get from North America. 

^ Average of wheat and flour imported from the 



• AnnaTislH. p. ISl. 

f Memoir prtsonted by the Pmident of the Board to tKe TrMsary, 
1803, 

North 
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North of -Europe, for twelve- .years and from the States of 
America previous to 1796 : 

Wheat and.flour from the North of Eu-7 g^g ^ 

rope for twelve years, per ann% 
Greatest quantity ditto in one year S29,281 
Average of wheat and flour from North 1 525 5 

America for twelve years 
Great6st quantity from ditto in one year .... 93,72i* 

The greatest quantity of wheat ever imported into 
Great Britain in one year from the north of Europe, 
during a century preceding 1796, was 329,281 quarters, 
but in thQ last mentioned year we imported 753,S$$ 
quarters of wheat, and 15,535 cwt. of flour, equal ta 
about 5178 quarters viz. from 

fn, ewL 

Denmark .........................^ 17,184 

Sweden ............ 18,174 

Russia...... .... 102,126 708 

Pnissia ................... 296,180 

Poland 126,790 

Germany ... 192,902 14,832 

Total from the North of Europe 753,356 15,534 
Importations from America ...... 2,697 143,833 

Total importation 756,053 159,S67t" 

But perhaps a more lamentable circumstance than even 
in these imports,, is that of their continuing to the pre* 
sent moment. By a late (and hitherto unpublished) ac* 

* Quettion of Scarcity, 1800, p. 

f Lord SaErncLD*s Remarki on the Deficiency of Grain, Part I. 
p. 20, 1800. 

• count 
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count proeured by the Board, this h£k appears : 

In 1804, about 440,000 quarters of wheat were imported ; 

In. 1805, about 900,000 quarters ) 

tnd in 1806, near 300,000 ; and as these ycafs have been 

of uioJefate plenty, it shews deafly the al arming defici-^ 

cncy of our produce. (See Appendix, No. XVfll ) 

For various other documents tending to throw a light 
on the com trade of this kingdom^ see the Appendix 
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CHAP. V. 



MSCfiSSTTT A GENERAL £NCLOSl^K£. 



THE necessity or the propriety of i genei'al measure 
of this soft, miiat be proportionsite to the prooh ^Iretdjf 
adduced of the benefits which hate resulted from the 
enclosures that , have biketi place utidet* distinA a£b o^ 
parliament $ and It must also be in pfojportion to that 
increase of population Which mtf be cxpcQed to tzkt 
place in futofe^in this kingdom. As the capital env* 
ployed by the national industry is rapidly Increasing ; a^ 
the cooinence and maqttfidttres, and general afiinty ot 
the peofde are at present flowing in a tid^ of prosperity i 
and aa the poUttcal and civil liberty, and consequent hap- 
piness of the people, which most powerfully influence 
the increase of human societids, never diffused thett 
blessings more generally, we have every reason to f xpeA 
the people will increase as rapidly as heretofore i ind it 
provision be not made for ensuring a cori'espondtng in** 
crease of cultivation, the consequences must be dao« 
geroUs, perhaps fatal. This consideration cannot be duly 
examined without the obvious condunon resulting, that a 
General Enclosure Ad is absolutely and essentially necCf 
sary to the prosperity, peace, and safety of the kingdom. 

The call for a General Enclosure has been nearly uni- 
versal throughout the kingdom; and not among pai^oot 
only of one 9r two descriptions, but in almost every rank 
and sitttatiOB of lafSi. This common opinion has been th« 
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result of conviftioni that enclosures produce more 
for mankind than commons and open fields ; and the 
severity of the evils felt in two scarcities, impressed these 
ideas so much more forcibly on the public mind^ as to 
influence, in a great measure, not only the conversation, 
but very warm hopes that the legisbture wotild, in its 
wisdom, gratify the desires of so large a proportion of 
the proprietors of the kingdom* 

In the Appendix (No. XIX.) is colIeAed some of the 
dbsefVations upon ' this point; which the documents in the 
fldssessioim^f the Board afford* 

*■ ' . • 

§ i.*— 0/" the IPr ogress that has hitherto been mad^ 
totvar/ds attaini?ig a General Enclosure AS. 

On the Law and PtaSice^cf North BriUm^ in regards to 
the Divhion <f Commons^ and Ae Aiteratmnt nvbicb mtgh 
- he fhade tieran* . . ^' • « 

\ " If any person entertain an idei that a General En-J 
closing Bill is an impraflicable measure, his doubts will 
probably be removed, when he is infornted that such zii 
A(\. wa^ passed about a century ago in Scotland, knd' has^ 
been found to aiiswer the purpose ^hich was thereby in- 
tended. As that Aft is distinguished by its simplicity 
and conciseness, it may not be improper to give it a place 
in this Reports 

A£i concerning the Dividing of C^monties, passed irt tie 
^ Parliament of Sloiland^ litb July, 169S. 

'•/'.Our. Sorereig;!! Lord, with a^i«e and foasent of 
V .thnxstates t)f parliso^cnty for.prevpn^ the discords 

« that 
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that arise about commonties, and for the more easjr 
and expedit deciding thereof, in time coming, statutes 
and ordains, that all commonries, except the common- 
ties belonging to the King and royal burrows id 
burgage, may be divided at the instance of any having 

^ interest, by summons raised against all persons con* 
cerned before the Lords of Sessions, who arc Iiereby 
empowered to discuss the relevancy ; and to determine 

^ upon the rights and interests of the several parties 
concerned ; and to grant commissions to sheriffs, stew- 
ards, baillies of regalitie and their deputies, or justices. 

^ of peace, or others, for perambulating and taking 
all other necessary probation, which commissions shall 
be reported to the said lords, and the said processes 
ultimately determined by them; and where mosses 
shall happen to be in the said commonties, with power 
to the said lords to divide these said mosses among the 
several parties, having interest therein in manner afore- 

" said ; or in case it be instrn<Eled to the said lords that 
the said mosses cannot be conveniently divided. Hit 
Majesty, with consent foresaid, statutes and declares^ 
chat the said mosses shall remain common, with free ish 
and entry thereto, whether divided or not ; declaring 
zhPf that the Interest of the heretors having right in 
the said commonties, shall be estimat according to the 

" valuation of their rep^ve lands or properties, and 

^ which divisions are appointed to be made of that part 
of the commontry that is next adjacent to each heretor's 

" property/' 

f* From this A& it appears how simple the regubtions 
are» which a eentury ago were thought sufficient, in a 
part of the kingdom not distinguished for the scarcity of 
Jts wastes } and under the provision of that A£k many 

I esLtensivf 
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extensive commons have been divided, in a manner 
that has given sattsfaAion to the partiesinte rested 
therein. this hw^ it is proper to observe, that a 
division may be procured at the instance of any one 
having interest ; but the expense of obtaining that di* 
vision, though instituted at the suit of one, is defrayed 
by the whole parties concerned, in proportion to their 
rcspeftive shares. 

However excellent this law is justly accounted, and 
however useful it has proved, yet there are two alterations 
in it which might render it still moreeffefiual than at pre- 
sent. The first is, that of taking away the exception 
ingrossed in the statute, by which no common can be 
divided, in which either the Crown, or any Royal Borough 
'is interested. For this exception no good reason can be 
assigned, and it probably originated from a jealousy which 
might naturally occur at the formation of a new system, 
but which the experience of almost a century ought, 
before thi$ time, to have totally removed.— The second 
alteration might be adopted with great advantage from the 
praftice of England. By the Scotch Aft, the Court 
of Session is empowered to gram commissions to she* 
riffs, justices of the peace, or others, for perambuhtingr 
and taking all other necessary probation, or, in other 
words, ascertaining the extent of the commons, &c. and 
the result of the investigation is dircfted to be re- 
ported to the Court of Sessions, to be finally determined 
on by them. Questions, however, respecting the rights 
^f parties, &c. are heard bfore the Court of Session 
alone. Where the common is of great extent, this is 
attended with great expense, and much delay. The 
number of questions which may arise, is marc than a 
couit of law, having a great deal of other business 
to go dirough^ can always atteiKt to. It wooU ht 
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Hifinitely better, therefore, ircrc the Cf wrt of SessiM t# 
iioniinate Coitimissionerfl, rot less than three, nor molt 
than five, who should be entrusted with the same ex- 
tensive' powers whfch are given to the Coiilmissio&era 
in England, tvhen appointed by private ads of parliameni. 
They ought not only to have the power of nominating 
surveyors, &c. but all questions arising in course of th« 
proceedings ought, in the first insfslnee, to be heaifd be-* 
fore, and deetded by them. After they have given tfacif 
*ward| it mav then be brought under tfhe cognizance of 
the Court of Sessioty wi(b cffeA, atid all parties eodceiving 
ffaeixiselvet injured, mu&y thetf have an opportunity of 
complaining, and of ha^ng their case fairly considered 
by the cchirt. Every one thix^ see how mack easier it it 
to determine any Ihigated point after if has been onc« 
decided upon, tfaian if it had never received any former 
ludgoienttf The parties Would, hi many cases, probably 
acquiesce in the decision of the Commissioners, and at 
any fate the gfeat ol:^e£l would be attained, of having 
the business effeAually done, and the common speedify 
dividedy every delay in which must bb attended with cott^ 
liderable loss both to the psnties interested asid to tht 
Jpublic 

It is im^f^osiible on this occasion for your Comitiitteqf 
fict to remark the benefit which may often be ofataiaol 
h[f cotneparing th'e laws of England and Scothnd, and aa^ 
ecitaimng the advantage of which they are' respeftlvcly 
possessed* It may often happen, that combming the 
prinaiples of the two codes may be as useful to the bw% 
is an tuaion of the two kgi^lattircs has proved advantage^ 
•us to the strength, the security, and the happinete 
•f both kingdoBia^ and where cifoimtUmces will admse 
tf ita there cannot be a doubt» that it would be dc-> 
suybU to cfubliib the sataw systtm of jwisprudineei or 

tt 
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It least of agricultural legislation and police over the 



Jtepori from the SeleSl Committee of the Houie of 
Commons, on Bills of Enclosure. 

^ The SelcA Committee appointed to consider of the 
most efi«Au^l means of facilitating, under the autho** 
rity of parliamenti the enclosure and improvement of 
waste> unenclosed, and unproduftive lands^ commons, 
common arable fields, common meadows, and common 
of pasture in this kingdom, and to report the same, with 
their opinion thereupon, to the House, have, pursuant 
to the order of the House, considered the matter to them 
referred, and agreed upon the following Report. 

Tour Committee, in considering the subjeA referred 
to them, have principally had in view the impedimenta 
to enclosures under the authiority of parliament, arising 
from the expenses incurred in such procedure $ and have 
consequently endeavoured to trace the nature and amount 
of those expenses, as far as the various and complicated 
circumstances attending them would admit, through 
the several stages of the transaftion; the result of which 
khef shall, in the first place, proceed to lay before the 
flonse. 

Your Committee- find that a meeting is frequently 
convened by puUic advert isenient, for the purpose of 
considering the propriety of applying to parliament for an 
intended endosore; atwhkh it sometimes happens, that 
|Mnons not interested in the business, attend ; and tbtt 
Hie expenses of such meetings, usually hdd at some 
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tmii as well as that of the advertisements^ are often* 
durged in the solicitor's bill. 

•* A petition to parliament is then prepared, the ex-, 
pense attending which rarely exceeds the sum of two. 
guineas. • 

Notices of the intended application are then, in pur-- 
soance of the standing orders of this House» to be affixed, 
to the 4:hurch door of each parish in which the lands to- 
be enclosed are situated, for three Sundays in the montfe. 
of August or September, the expense ef which naturaUj 
varies, according to the number of parishes, and the dis-^ 
tance of the churches from the residence of the solicitor 
or agent concerned i it being usual for only one person^ 
if possible, to be employed for this purpose, in coose-r 
qiience of the necessity of his attending afterwards i» 
town, to prove the hA before the Committee on the 
petition. The charge in general appears to be frdta one; 
to three guineas for each parish. 

• The draft of the bill itself is either copied by the soli* 
dtor in the country from some former a4k» as far as cir- 
cumstances will admit, or prepared originally by the 
parliamentary solicitor; in both which cases,. it is ob» 
vions that a number of similar clauses, either required by 
the orders of the House, or authorized by general prao* 
tice, are constantly inserted. The proportion of these 
general clauses to the provision of a local and pecfliav. 
nature, cannot be precisely ascertained} but your Gmo* 
mittee have reason to suppose that they may, in some 
Instances, amount to two-thirds, and in others, not tp 
more than two-fifths of the whole* The expense of 
preparing and copying this draft being charged by the 
sheet, must depend upon thip length of it, which must 
in all cases be increased by these general clauses. 

The praAice of the l^slature requiring proof of the 
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consent of a. certain number of the parties interestcd» kf 
their aAuaily signing the bill, it i$ necessary to employ a 
proper person, and sometimes more than one, to procDrp 
this, anc} afterwards to attend in London to pprqye it be* 
fore the Committee of both Houses. As it is occasionally 
necessary to travel to ^ considerable distance, and into 
different parts ,of the Irii^dom, for this purpose, the ex* 
pense attending it is in such case considerable, and in 
one instance it appeals to have amounted to between 
seventy and eighty pounds, to procure the consent of pn^ 
individual. It is also stated to your Committee, that tho 
gteoLt number of consents supposed to be necessary^ acv 
oording to the present praAtce' of parlis^ipent, whether 
three^fowrths, according to tbe ideas of some, or fotn--fiftbS|, 
^cording to the ideas of others (for there is no iixed ruleV 
is a gre^t bar to enclosure. Your Conmiittee ^re thence 
led to sfibmit k to the wisdom of th^ House, whether it 
may not be expedient in future, to allow the proof df t 
}ws number of consents, provided they amount to. a dcv 
idded preponderance, to be sufficient for obtaining a hill* 
^* The bill having been brought in, read a first an4 
second time, and committed, it is necessary to bring wit« 
jesses to town, to prove that the orders of the House 
hare been complied with in the foregoing particulars, and 
to verify the allegations in the preamble All this 19 
attended with different degrees of expense, according tq 
the AOmber of persons employed, the distance of their 
residence from the metropo}is, and the accictental delays 
which may retard tbe progress of the bill to the House of 
Peers ^ when the $ame ptrsoq must again attend to be 
$worn at the bar of t^e House, ^^(3i afterwards examinee! 
before tl^ Cpjnmittee. In cases where the bill meets with 
opposition, this must necessarily be consiclcrable ^ and in 
nli it i$ suffi|ci^( tq deserye auention. 

f^The 
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The subsequent progress of the biU through parlia- 
ment is subject to the payment of the seireral fees par- 
ticularly specified in the Tabh annexed to this Rer 
port. The amount of these, it is evident^ must Tary 
according to the size of the bill, the number of interests 
affeAed by it, and the opposition it may happen to meet 
with. 

The length of the biU chiefly operates as an increase 
to the expense in this stage of proceeding, by the addi* 
tional charge of engrossing and printing. The only other 
incidental expense, not yet noticed in this . part of the 
transaAion, is that of a town, or parliamentary solicitor^ 
usually some person whose experience in such business^ 
and acquaintance with the forms of parliament, ren- 
der his assistance particularly desirable; and that of a 
country sqlldtor, whose local knowledge, and immediate 
connexion with the parties interested, in many caKS 
makes his attendance also material. The charge of the 
former, for his whole service, is usually twenty guineas | 
but in controverted, or any complicated eases, consi- 
derably more; that of the latter is subjed to neces* 
lary variations, according to the loigth of the attend^ 
ance, and other circumstances, but must in most cases 
considerable. 

When the biU has received the san£dpa of the Le« 
gislature, the usual mode of carrying it into effeft through 
the intervention of Commissioners, give rise .to charges 
and expenses of a different nature. Th« necessity of 
peculiar qualigcations, as well as a reputation for expe^ 
rience and integrity, in persons eihployed for this por- 
pQ0e> has usually confined the choice of them #tthia no*' 
^ery enhrged limits^ and the expediency of dispatdi» 
without the additional expense of mukiplied Utigationt 
has suggested the necessity of investing them with n • 
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.summary, and, in most cases, uncontroolablejnri^idiM'i 
nnlcss where any flagrant instance of misbehaviour, of 
which no instance has been stated to your Committee^ 
might subjcd^ them to the animadversion of a criminal 
court. This latitude of confidence, however necessary 
§ov some of their funAions, may in some cases lead to 
abuse, particularly in the charges which may be occa* 
sioncd by negleA in not proceeding regularly, and with as 
Httle interruption as possible, in the dispatch of the 
busines3 entrusted to them. 

*^ Tour Committee find that it is usual to appoint three 
Commissioners; the attendance of two of them is requisite 
to give effefk to their a£ts ; and that the aum allowed to 
each for his trouble and expense is about two guineas 
fer each day of necessary attendance, exclusive of charges* 
for his journey, in some cases, not only from their resit 
dence to the place of meeting, but from considerisble 
distances to which their other avocations may have car% 
ried thep[)f 

^ It appears to have been the praAice of late yeafSn 
for the Commissioners to appoint a clerk to draw yp the 
minutes of their proceedings, which he may thus be 
prepared to authenticate in case of litigation, to which 
the Commissioners themselves are a party, and to assist 
them with his advice in legal questions. The country 
solicitor employed to prepare the bill is generally ap« 
pointed the clerk ; which seems now to be recognized by 
the standing orders of the House, requiring books of 
account in all cases to be left at his office* 

It appears to your Committee, that the clerk receives 
in general, emoluments equal to the Commissioners, be» 
aides his legal perquisites for business done as a solicitor) 
£oT which his charges are separately made. The expenses 
incurredj both on bis accounfy and that of the Com* 



missioners^ 




au^oners, for attendance at the regular meetings, ne^ 
cessarily depend on the number of such meetings, but it 
has been stated to your Committee, that these are some* 
times rendered more frequent than is necessary, by the 
praAice of the same Commissioners transacting the busi- 
ness of two enclosures on the same day, which must 
necessarily interfere with the dispatch of ^ one or both of 
them; that meeting are sometimes held at which little or 
aotfaing is done, and that charges are sometimes made 
for the. attendance of all the Commissioners, where one 
or more may not adually have been present, though 
they may afterwards have signed the minutes of tho 
proceedings. 

^ A€ts of Enclosure commonly require a survey to be 
Blade either by the Commissioners, or by some person 
employed by them, and a map to be prepared from it% 
both which are generally done by a surveyor specially ap»* 
pointed for the purpose, who also frequently makes all 
the calculations for the Commissioners, and stakes out 
the several allotments; for all which the charge made is 
4)ne shilling and sixpence per acre, besides a guinea and 
9 half per day for attending the C^missioners, and an 
allowance for making a reduced plan. It also appears to 
your Committee, that the clause above-mentioned, is 
usually construed so literally, that a fresh survey and 
map are often ordered* though there may have been one 
of each in existence, fully or nearly adequate to the 
purpose ; and that in some counties a pra£Uce has pre« 
vailed of employing two surveyors, one to take ageneral^ 
the other a particular survey. In some instances, another> 
description of persons in appointed by the Aft, called 
quality-men, whose business it is to value the land. 

<^ Other expenses incidental to .an pidosure, are the 
setting Otttj forming, and putting in. repair the necessary. 

roads^ 
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roads, and fencing the several allotments^ according to 
the dircftion of the Coonmissioners. The former being 
kept for a certain time under their particular controul, 
are often in consequence the occasion of delaying the 
execution of the award to a much later period than 
would be otherwise necessary. The expense of the latter, 
particularly the public fencing, baye> in some instances, 
been very considerable^ 

The last psocedure of the Commissioners is the 
making and enrolling their award, which is required br 
the seTcral ASs to be written on parchment, and of 
which one copy is s omet i mes required to be deposited in 
the parish church. This being subjeA to considerable 
Itamp duties^ and often of great length, is consequently 
attended with a proporticmate expense^ Tour Committee 
£nd, however, that it his been the praA^e of late years 
to reduce the size of the awarcl as much as possible, hgr 
omitting the recital of the principal clauses of the A A, and 
the proceedings of the Commissioners, formerly inserted, 
and by referring to schedules annexed. Yet even under 
these restrictions it has been stated to your Committee, 
that they have sometimes extended to the length o^ 
aixty-seven skins of parchment. 

The last possible proceeding provided by the AA, is the 
appeal given to the quarter*-8essions against such a£fa of 
the Commissioners as are not thereby decla^d to be final 
and conclusive, and particularly against the rates they are 
empowered to make for the payment of the expenses^ 
The delay and expenses attending this part of the pvo« 
feeding, piust of course be casual :aid iwcertain. 

Your Conymittec having thus laid before the House 
the several charges incidental to the present mode of pro» 
curing and carrying into effeA Bills of Encloaore, proceed^ 
fa the ne^U pl^ei to |ta^e sudi oteef^ions as bav^ 



o^^urre^ 




(Occurred to them to the cpurse of the inquiry $ and to 
suggest snch alterations as may^ in their opmion, by di* 
mintshing those charges, tend to iaciUtate the enclosure 
and improvement of the wastes, common iields, and 
other unpmdodiTe lands of the kingdom. 

^ The first head <^ expenses which aqipears to them 
capable of retrenehment, is that which arises from the 
prance of pnsf ing by parole evidence the requisite no* 
tices, the consents to the bill, and the allegations of the 
preamble^ If the wisdom of parliament should see fit, for 
the sake of £icilitating the ineans of general tmpfovement^ 
to depart in this re$po& fnini iheir accustomed usages, 
your Com i tn ttc c conceived that it might be provided by 
an AA» to be passed for that purpose, that afiEdavics of 
the truth of these h£U might be taken, under the pe-» 
nalties of perjury, before one or more neighbouring 
justices of the peace $ which being properly authenticated 
by them, might be admitted as sufficient /rpwa^dr evi* 
dence before both Hmses, without precluding either, if 
circumstances should appear to require it, firom adopting 
the present mode of investigation, by viva V9f< testimony* 
Yaur Committee apprehend that forms of such affidavits, 
adapted to the several ob^eAs which they may be designed 
to prove, might be annexed to the A£V, sp asto enable 
not only the agents to substantiate the fadb within thds 
knowledge, but distant proprietors, at the same time that 
they signify their assent^ to authenticate their having 
done so. 

" The form of the bill itself necessarily comprising at 
before stated, many provisions of a general nature, has 
jiext attraded the attention of your Comipittee, an4 they 
are of 4)pinioo, that it would tend much to reduce the 
expense both of drawing and copying the bill, and of 
priming and engrossing it^ if all such clauses as should 
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'appear from the general pra^ee to be necessarj and 
usual in all Bills of Enclosure, were' to be incorporated in 
one General AA, and be thereby declared to be applicable 
(mutatis mutandis) to all future enclosures to be made 
under the authority of parliament, as well as to all such 
matters as should not be otherwise especially provided for 
by the particular bill. 

• The next general objeA that has occurred to your 
Committee, is the charges the solicitor, whether asking 
as such, in the necessary condu£t of the bill through par-, 
liament, or, after it has passed, in the additional capa* 
city of clerk to the Commissioners, Should the altera- 
tions before suggested, as to the mode of proof before the 
two Houses, be adopted, your Committee arc led to hope, 
that these charges would necessarily be reduced } and that 
in many cases, where the measure met with ao opposition^ 
the attendance of the solicitor, or any other person from 
the country, might be dispensed with : but while the ex- 
isting charges, whaterer they may be, are undefined in* 
their nature, and subjcA to no controul but through the 
medium of an expensive litigation, abuses will in many 
instances exist. Your Committee see no remedy for these, 
nnless it should be found pradicable to ascertain the na« 
ture of such charges with some degree of precision, and 
then to subje£l them to taxation in the same manner aa. 
costs in the courts below, either by some officer of those 
courts, or by officers of the two Houses of Parliament, 
or others specially appointed for that purpose. The par- 
ticular duty and charges of the clerk to the Commissioners 
might, as appears to your Conmiittee, be prescribed by 
the general or particular AA, and like that of the Comn 
missioners and surveyors* controuled by the aanAion of. 
^ oath of office. 
^< With respe£t to the Commissioners ^hemsdves, vfD^ 



wbos« 



V 




. G£M«tAL UFORT <W EMGLOS0RBS. 125 

whose aibifity and integrity so much depend, it might not 
perhaps be expedient to subjeA them to similar controul* 
lest men of rcspeftability should be deterred from en- 
gaging in so laborious and useful an employment j but 
the abuses above noticed, might perhaps be- remedied by 
defining in some degree the number of hours which 
ought a£hially 2nd bona jide to be devQ.ted to each meeting, 
and requiring that it should not be occupied by attention 
Co any other business ; and also by regulating, according 
to the place of residence of each Commissioner, the 
charges to be allowed for travelling expenses. With a 
view to ascertain how far the former of these regulations 
had been complied with, it might be desirable that the 
clerk should be required to keep a register of all the days 
and times employed in the business of the enclosure ; 
whichj as well as the books of account, should be opea 
to the inspeftion of all persons concerned. 

On a full consideration of the sufojeA of parliamen- 
tary fees^ ploperly so called, which has occupied much of 
the attention of your Committee, they see no ground to 
recommend to the House any general reguhtions on 
that head. As a suitable recompense for the time, atten- 
tion, and abilities of the several persons to whom they 
are payable, they find no reason to objeft to their usual 
amount; and from a comparison of it to that of the 
other expenses necessarily incidental to this procedure, 
they are not inclined to think it can in general operate as 
a discouragement to this mode of improvement. In par* 
ticulai' instances, however, which are not unfrequent, of 
amall wast«i and commons, it is obvious that the whole 
expense of conducing an enclosure, under the authority 
of parliament, must always bear so large a proportion 
to the value of the land to be divided, as to preclude the 
jpofftbiltty of improyement in that mode. It seems to 
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four Ccrmtnittce worthy the tonsiderafion of the iJouseV 
Kow far it might be advisabic, in Certain casGs of such at 
description, t6 be ascertained either by t'^c nomber of 
acre'5, or value of the land (in addition to the general re- 
gulations above sitggested), to remove such pift of the 
impediment as ts more immcdiafel j under' its controul, by 
providing that such bills should only be considered in the* 
payment of fees, as single bills, and be entitled to any 
other indulgence which parliamelit in its wisdom shoulcf 
see fit. 

** Youf Committee gtound this recommendatioa' onf 
the suppo.^tion, that such portions of land could by no 
possibility be brottght into cultivatit>ri in fhe ordmary 
mode, and that therefore the reduftion proposed is nof 
so much to be considered as a diminution of probatble and 
accustomed perquisites to tlie officers of th^ two HouseSy 
as the Aieans of making that pfoduftive of emohim nt ta 
a certain amomit, which would otfaertHise never be at all 
available fo that cScSi 

" On th« whole, y<5ur Comrfiittee have thought they 
should best fulfil the m tent ion of the House, in referring 
to them to consider of the most effeAual meanis of facili-* 
fating, under the authority of parliaments fhe enclbsnre 
and improvement of the waste and othef unproda£Uvef 
hnds of this kingdom, by confining the regulations they 
might suggest, to sdch points as appealed to them simple 
and easy of sittainment ) by which the expetose a^ttendtng 
tnclosure, under the pi'esent system, would be eoiisidetw 
ably diminished, and the plan i^ould in other respefte h6 
improved. And if the soggesfions they have ventured td 
recommend, should have the good fortune of meeting 
with the approbation of Parlisjment} (hey flatter theti>«> 
selves that such expenses, instead of being gi^t and vA^ 
defined^ would be ao moderate^ and in general so capable 

of 
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of being estimated, that, in so far as regafds large cn- 
closuresy the principal objeAion to the present system 
would be done away, atid a great encouragement would 
be given to improvement. 

•* 1. That in order to promote the cultivation and im- 
provement of waste, unenclosed, and anproduAive lands, 
commons, common arable fields, meadows, and commotL 
pastures in this kingdom, it may be expedient to adopt 
such regulations as would diminish the expense of en« 
closing and improving the same, undet the authority of 
parliament. 

** 2. That in ordcf to diminish the expense of bills ot 
enclosure, it may be expedient that regulations should be 
:idopted by the two Houses of Parliament for the admis-> 
sion of affidavits, authenticated by the cei:tificate of one 
Of' more magistrates, as sUflBcient evidence of the notices, 
the consents, and the allegations in the preamble of such 
bills, instead of the parole evidence now required ; unless 
where the latter should appear at the time to be necessar/ 
from particular circumstances. 

*• 3. That for the same purpose it may be expedient 
that a general law should be passed, comprising all such 
provisions as by experience have been found necessary ia 
most bills of enclosure, to which all such bills in future 
might refer. 

" 4. That in order to diminish other expenses inci-« 
dental to bills of enclosure, it may be expedient that pro- 
vision should be made in such general law, for taxing the 
charges of the solicitor, regulating the conduA of Com^ 
missioners, and preventing any unnecessary delay in car- 
rying such bills into cSc£t. 

5. That in the case of small enclosures, not exceed'* 
tng 800 acres, it may be expedient to provide, that such 
biHs shottlil be considered, as to the payment of fees, only as 
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single bills ; and that those for the enclosure of smaller 
tracts of land, not exceeding 100 acres, should be subj & 
only to the payment of half the fees due on a single bill ^ 
tfie admeasurement in both cases to be provided in the 
same manner as is proposed by the second resolution re- 
garding notices and consents/' 

As to difficulties, if the necessity of the measure had 
1>een once formally adopted and declared, all would, of 
course, be analyzed ; to examine the nature and extent 
of difficulties is half to conquer them j but without such 
examination they may, for what any one knows to- the 
contrary, be mere bugbears. 

We have seen, in other difficult cases, bills of expe- 
riment altered and amended again and again. Was the. 
income tax without difficulties^ and great difficulties? 
And how many a As have been passed to bring it even to 
its present degree of efficiency ? Why not proceed in 
the same way with an enclosure bill ? Try the experi* 
ment for a year ;* and in those points where great difficul- 
ties arise, remove them by successive efforts. 

Those who contend against the practicability of the 
measure, and are examining every step of the progress of 
a bill, in order to see each difficulty, are employed to 
little purpose. 

Let difficulties go with the authority delegated \ they 
are of a special nature, arising out of the circamstaoces 
of every case. It is in vain for parliament to attempt to 
analyze these. The men to whom power is given, and 
who meet in the distriA of the enclosure, will be much 
better able to examine these difficulties t^an a judicature 
200 miles off, before which witnesses can be brought only 
by those whose wealth enables them to contend any where. 

The 
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The objeflions which I have heard on this score of diffir 
Cvkkd are radically weak : if the itieattire be eSkGifclf 
promied fin: by a due geuu of aathof ity* thede diffimiltiet 
ar^ rebtWe to the AA, quite beside the question. It i$» 
th& eontrarji necessary to prove, that they are of a 
nature Which rcsp^AaUc Corottlssiohers could not disen* 
tangle^ nor one of the Judges of England tf y in the form 
df an appeali 

The great objeA seems to be, to find a proper ootait ot 
judicature to which Parliament should delegate its powers ; 
to which it shotild transfei: its tendemess in touching pri«> 
Vate property: 

Are precedents wantiilg for iuch delegatioli of powte 
bver private property f What think you of drifting an 
tnllimitt^ power of taxation to every Vestry in the king* 
dom^ filled' with as low toA ignorant people aft are to bir 
foimdinkf 

Three or four parislMfficetS make a i-ate foft 85^. in 
the pound) With no other controul or examination thaii 
the signature of a couple of justices^ and an 'appeal to u 
quarter-sessions) aiid at this monscnt* tomj miUiont 
are probabiy raised id this Summary manner. Does this 
Ihodr that ParUiment canno.ti con^stcntly with itself^ de« 
kgate a power orer a parcel of beggaarly wastes and conn 
monsi which are nuisances to every body ? Tou gnre ai 
power to aft ignorant, aiid, dven to an interested set, to 
hx with much failure in the ofagoft of the intention ; and 
yet you will not delegate a like power into better hinds, 
in order to attain an end in which It is impossible you 
sliouU£ull Can such a plea be real ? 

There are several means of ddegathig this power. le 
tught be lodged in the quarter-sessioiis. The assizes 
night be better $ but the ju^et and juries have as much 
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business already as tbey cm perforin. Thoagh it be 
worthy of attention, that all the roads in Irebnd are made 
under the authority of the grand-juries assembled at the 
assiiesy they give the power, possess the controul, and . 
audit the accounts. If the sessions were Mt thought 
competent. Commissioners from the most respeiSlable peo* 
pie fi>r rank, fortune, and character, in every county, and 
meeting at the most central town, might be appointed ; . 
. or soch Commissioners might be chosen in every hundred, 
wapentake, or lathe, for this business. 
- For such an objeA, at such a moment as the present, 
the first men in the distrift would voluntarily and cheer- 
fully -undertake the business at ho other , expense than 
paying their clerk. 

To such Commissioners might safely be reFerfed the 
power of regulating the payment of surveyors, and Commts^ 
' sioners of Enclosure, and the controul of the law charges. 

Appeals must go somewhere ; and I see no better mode 
of trying them, than by appointing a thirteenth Judge | 
who should hold an assize for this express purpose once 
a year in every county. 

' Should the nullum Umpus of the Clergy be ob^Ae^l, as 
I have heard it, against all general a£ls, one pabfic ^aft, 
passing, annually, to recognize and confirm all tb^ specific 
agreements of the year, would do away the obgeftion. 

But one word nK>re : — ^ake cara of the interests of the * 
^oor ; they will pay for vrastes (in.saving rates) treble the 
rent bf tU your other improvements put together. 



It Is much deserving of attention, that relative to one 
county, what may be called a General Enclosure AA, did 
once pass, is at present the law of the land, and has been 
afted on for the purpose intended, without any incon*^ 
venlences resulting from it. The Ad I allude to is the 
following : 

k ^2 iNNE> 



Digitized by 



G£N£RAI; REPOaT ON ENCLOSU&£S« 



12 AN^Tfe, CAP. '4. 

irf« for pinking Enclosures of some parts sf the Common^ 
groUmls in the JFesi hiding of the County of Tori, for the 
endowing poor Vicarages and Chapelries for the b*!tter 
support ef their Ministers ^ 

Whereasi ill the West Riding of the county of Tork^ 
there are divers parishes of great ei^tcnt, and very popu- 
lous, which hath occasioned the ere£ling of divers cha- 
pcb of ease for the benefit of the inhabitants; but' there 
being very 9mal], or no settled provision, made for the 
maintenance cf^ the ministers that perform divine oiEces 
in those chapels, or for the vicars of many of the parish* 
churches within the said West Riding \ and there being 
large commons or waste^grounds within many of the said 
fKirtsheSy which yield little or no profit or advantage to 
any persoxij it would be a great advantage and encourage* 
ment to the vicars alid ministers there, if they might, by 
enclosing some parts of the commons and said waste- 
grounds, improve the same^ for the benefit of themselves 
and their successors: may it therefore please your most 
excellent Majesty^ at the humble suit of the justices of 
the peace, gentlemen, clergy, freeholders, and other in« 
habitants of the said Riding, that it may be ena&ed : and 
be it ena£ted by the Queen's most excellent Majesty^ by, 
and with the advice and consent , of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons in Parliament assembled^ 
and by the authority of the same, that from and after the 
nine-and-twentieth day of September, which shall be in 
the year of our Lord, oiic thousand seven hundred .and 
thirteet^i it shall and may be lawful for any of the inha^ 
bitants of any parish in the West Riding of the county 
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of York^ wherein any such chapels of ease, as aforesaid^ 
now arc, or hereafter shall be erected or built, and wherein 
there are large wastes or commons, with the consent of 
the lord, or lords of the manor wherein snch waste- 
ground lies (and if there be above two lords of such 
inanor^ then with the consent of the major part of them), 
and with the consent of three parts of fonr of all free- 
holders and others, who have any right of common 
therein, according to their number, and the value of 
their respeftive estates, to enclose any part of the wastes 
6t common-groOTids within stich parish (or cfaapelr? 
therein), not exceeding sixty acres, or a sixth part of such 
eommon-land, where thctsaid sixth part shall not exceed 
sfixty acres, and to settle the same in trustees and their 
heirs, for the benefit, and as a maintenance and support 
of such ministers as shall not have a settled provision of 
above 40/. per annum^ and shall reside within the same 
pariah or chapelry, arid p&loTOi divine offices in the 
{Garish-church or chapelry therein^ according to the jxse of 
ttic Church of England, and be licensed by the Arch- 
bishop of York, or the guardi^ of tlic spiritualties^ 
any former law or usage to the contrary notwitli-^ 
standirig. 

2. Saving always, and reserving rnito all lords of manors^ 
Ind other owners and proprietors of roplties within tht 
, taid Ridrilg, their heirs and assigns^ all and afl manner 
df mines, and quarries df stones, coal,, and ore, and other 
mliics J with fell power and free liberty to dig, get, an<£ 
lough for the same, in and through stoy sach enclostdfes 
that shaH fee made pursuant to this Aft; tod the same* iOt 
got, with carts, wains, and carriages, to takei lead, an4 
carry away. 

3w And be it further enaAcd by the authority aforesaid^ 
that after any such enclosure and settlement, it shall notr 

be 
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^ lA the power of any trustee or ministcry or any persoa 
whatsoever* to alienate and employ any of the profits of 
jiny such enclosed lands to any other use or uses, but onl/ 
for the support and maintenance of the vicar or minister 
who shall serve the cure (if it belong to a vicarage), and 
to the minister that performs divine service in the chapel^ 
according to the usage of the church of England (if it be 
appropriated to any chapel), and not otherwise. 

4. And be it further ena^ed, that it shall and may be 
iajwful for any of the trustees and their heirs, from time 
to time, by any writing or writings, under their hands 
and seals, with the consent of the vicar or minister, for , 
whose use such enclosure is made, to be testified by his 
being made a party to, and signing and sealing such wris* 
jng, to demise or lease any common or waste grotmds/ or 
my parcel or parcels thereof, that shall be enclosed by 
virtue of this A£l, for any term or number of years, not 
exceeding one-and-twenty, so as upon every such demise 
or lease, there be reserved, payable half-yearly, during 
|he said term, as mych rent as can, at the making sucl^ 
lease, be really gotten for the same j and that such rent 
be made payable to, of for the only use and benefit of 
^ch vicar and minister of such vicarage or chapelry, and 
their successors, and so as no £ne^ income, or other con* 
sideratiqn be taken for the same. 

5. And it is hereby ena^ed, th^t all leases made of 
such enclosures in any other manner, shall not be good 
or available in the law, but shall be ipso Jaffo void. 

6. And be it further enaAed by the authority afore* 
said, that if any aftion, suit, or information, shall be 
commenced or prosecuted against any person or persons^ 
for any thing that he or they shall do, or cause to be 
done, in pursuance or in execution of this AA, such pei^ 
too or persoDSi so sued in any court whatsoever, shall and 
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may plead the general issue of not guilty ; and upon any 
issue joined, may give this A£l, and the special matter 
In evidence ; and if in any such suit, the plaintiff or pro- 
secutor shall become nonsuit, or forbear prosecution, or 
'sufFc^r a discontinuance, or if a verdid shall pass against 
•him upon a demurrer, then, ip any of the said cases, the 
defendant or defendants shall recover full costs, for which 
he or they shall have the like remedy as is allowed in any 
case where costs are to be recovered by any former law. 

• 7. And be it further enafted, that this Aft shall be 
taken and allowed in all Courts wiihin this k ngdom, as a 
Public Aft. 

8. And whereas some manors within the said West 
^^iding, do belong to her Majesty in right of the Crown 5 
ht it further enafted by the authority aforesaid, that by 
:ind with the consent of J>er Majesty, her heirs and suc- 
cessors, and with ti^c*^ consent of three parts of four of 
the fiTcholders and others, who have right of common 
therein, according to their number, and the value of 
their respe£live estates, it shall and may be lawful to en- 
close any part of the wastes or common grounds of such 
manors, not exceeding sixty acres, or a sixth 'part of 
such common-land where the said sixth part shall not ex- 
teed sixty acres j and to settle the same in trustees and 
their heirs, for the charitable purposes afore-mentioned | 
any law or statute to the contrary thereof in any wise 
notwithstanding. 



TJie ^bovc local Aft of Parliament is very little knowti 
out of the county of York ; but it is an experiment that 
}ias been attended with such salutary cffefts, as to merit 
the attention of the { ublic in ^eiiers^l, especially in such 
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parts of the kingdom as abound with waste lands and 
small livings There are curacies in Yorkshire^ that at 

I the beginning of this century were not worth more than 

ten or twelve pounds a year (exclusive of free gifts), that 
have, partly owing to this Aft, beeii augmented to near 
ten times those sums. 

The way the inhabitants proceeded was this : they 
first of all marked out so much of a common as was va- 
lued at two hundred pounds. They then applied to the 
trustees of Queen Anne's bounty, who were ready to 
advance the like sum, whether the subscription was in 
land or in money, provided it was hfta Jide of that value- 
TV ith this two hundred pounds they purchased land as 
near the allotted waste as they could, and this allotment 
being immediately enclosed, and cultivated, in a manu- 
fafturing part of the county, where every blade of grass 

' towards the keeping of a cow or horse, is worth more 

than in most Arming distri£h, it is not surprising that 
the incomes of the poor clergy have been so much im« 
proved. But what is more worthy of notice at this time 
is, that, simple as the AA is, and that a less proportion 
of consents is required than is usual for other AAs for 
Enclosures, tradition has not handed down to us any ac- 
counts of the least disputes or complaints amongst the 
neighbouring freeholders. It is the wish of many per* 
sons, that one objeA of the Board of Agriculture may 
be to introduce such laws as may facilitate the enclosure 
of such small wastes, as, though well worth draining and 
liming, will scarce admit of the expense of an AA of Par- 
liament* The experience drawn from the effeAs of this 
local aAj may perhaps afford them some' hints and encou* 
ragement to attempt so useful an undertaking. 
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t)rm the Report qf the CommiU^ of the Bogrd 
of jigriculture. 

rr woul4 certainly have been extremely desirable* 
had it been in the power of your Committee to have 
famished the Board with an exaft statement of the ex- 
tent of Waste Lands in the kingdom: that> howeveri 
icould not be effedled, without an expense to which the 
funds of the Board were totally inadequate* It is a sub- 
je£):, however, which is well entitled to the consideratioQ 
of Parliament, whether a survey of them ought not to 
be made» eithp: at the public expense, or at the charge 
of those to whom the property of such wastes belong. 
In the interim, a general, ^ougb not an apcurate idea of 
their magnitude and extent, will be given in the following 
statement, partly founded on the reports transmitted tq 
the Board by its different surveyors ^ partly on calculation^ 
piade from the county maps, where they have distin- 
guished the waste from the cultiyated land } and partly^ 
■where both these sources of information failed^ from 
such other means of ascertaining their extent, as your 
Committee could have access to. 

It may be necessary, however, to premise^ that undec 
the general name of waste lands, your Committee com- 
prebend not only commons^ where, there is an idtermixr 
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tore of property, but also such land as lie open, odcuI* 
tiTated, and unenclosed, yielding nothing but coarse and 
common herbage^ heath, fiirze, and other productions 
of little Taloe, though no right of commons has ever 
been eiercised thereon. It was impossible for your Com- 
mittee to distinguish the one from the other : and, they 
naturally imagined^that the Board might wish to form, as 
early as possible, some general idea of the total extent of 
the unproductive lands in the kingdom, reserving it for 
Ibtiure inquiry to ascertain the dbtinAions between them. 
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General View of the Amount of Waste Lands in the 
Kingdom of Great Britain. 



I. ENGLAND. 



St0emaitymtvhatfiiaideJ. DiamSitm of liands. 
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Ditto 

Genera] information 
County map 
County Report, p. 52 
Ditto, p. 46 

Ditto, p. 112 

(Calculated from the 
^ county map | 



Commons and waste lands 
Forests and commons 
Wastes 

Wastes and commons 
5 Wastes, including peat, 
\ hogs, and mosses 

i Wastes, incUiding furze, 
crofts, &c. 
Wastes and commons 
r Wastes, and not employed 
< in husbandry, one^third 
i of the county 
(Waste lands, one-fifth of 
X the county 
Waste lands 
Waste lands, about 

^Waste lands and forests 

Wastes and forests 

j Waste lands and forests 

Wastelands 
Wastes 

Wastes^ including fens 
Wastes and commons 
Wastes, moors, & niarshes 
Waste lands 

CCommons,wastes,and un- 
\ embanked salt marshes 

^Cdnunon sand heath 

Carry forward, • 



108,500 
40^ 
6000 
185,306 

60,009 

A)5,6<55 
492,000 

239,499 

320^ 

86/XX> 
130,000 

27,693 

28,500 

188,650 

20,000 
* 4500 

ao,7oo 

12,220f 
108,500 
20,000 

900,qoo 

13,080 

' } 



* The common fields and meadows, the commont and waste lands, of the 
CMinty of Bedford, are stated by the suzveyor at 217,000 acres ; of which, it is 
supposed, one-half is waste or common. 

t By the County Report, since printed, 20,000. 

\ The quantity of waste land in the printed copy of the Report of Lanca^ 
dtfiTy ought to be altered to 108,500 acres. 
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Cmaty. 



StaUmait m vabat fwndti. 



DutlnQim •/ Landi. 



Numhertf 

Acres, 



Moomooth 

NoffcJk 

Northampton 

Noffthnmb' 
Hotts 



General infornvitSon 
County Report, 13 
General mfonnation 

County Report, p. 7 

J Calculated ''rom the 
county map 
Ditto 



Worceites 

£ait Ridii^ 
Wert ditto 
lioith dittp 



Covnty Report 

Fom the county map 

County Report, p. 22 

DittQ, .p. 82 
Ditto, p. 19 
Dittp, 9S 
Ditto, p. ^ 
Ditto, p. 37 

itto, p. ^ 

General iaiorqution 
Cqunty Report^ p. 1 7 



General inTormatioQ 
CVjMHty Peport, p. HO 
Ditto, p. 1,40 



Brougrht forward, - 
One-fourth waste 
Wastes, includinj^ warrens 
Commons and fens 
[Wastes and mountainous 
\ districu 

I Waste landi and foretts 

Wastes and commons 

{Unenclosed land, one- 
third of the .county 
Wastes and commons 

and com nygns, fens 
incUided 
Waste lands, &c. 
Waste lands 
Coi^imons and wastes 
Wastes and commons 
Wastes and commons 
C Three-fourthsof the coun- 
\ ty uncultivated land 
Wastes and dowoa 
Wastelands 

Wastes and commons 
Wastes and cpmmons 
Wastes and commons 



Total.wastfs vid commons in England, 



6|850^7O 



II. WALES. 





Sfatemait, #1 vhat 


DistinQiti of Landt, 


Numbar of 




Acre*, 


» — • — 
An|r4e»ea 


County Report 


Wastes and commons 


5000 


'llreckoock 


Ditto, p. SS> 


Ditto 


856,000 




Ditto, p. 30 


Ditto 


206,720 


Camartben 


Ditto, p. 21 


Ditto 


170,666 


Caernarvon 


(General infbrmatiqn 


l-Sd of the coimty waste 


10i,333 


Denbigh 


Ditto 


l-4th of the county waste 


102,500 


Clint 


Ditto 


I -4 th waste 


40,000 




DitlQ 


l«<kh waste 


107,200 


Mericmethshire 


Ditto 


1.3d Waste 


166,666 


Mmtfrumery 


County Report, p. 12 


Wastes and commons 


2*),000 


Pembroke 


Ditto, p. 21 


Ditto 


^,219 


Radnor 


Ditto, p, Itf 


Ditto 


200,000 






Total in Wales, - 


1,629,907 



SCOT-t 
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StaUment^n tvbat/oundedS Dutlm/^iim of Laudt, 



141 



Aberdeen 

Argyie 

Ayr 
Banff 
Bcrv^ick 
Bute, and the rest 
oft he Hebrides' 
Caithness 
Clydesdaie 
Cl^dcmanan 
DumbartoQ 
Dumfrief 

Forfar 
InvemeM 
Kinrofts 
KirkcudbngBt 
Eaft 7 

We«f Lothttn 
Mi(»> 
Meania 
Nairn 
Orkney 
Perth 
Renfrew 
Rosy and Cro* 

RoxDurefi 
Mki/k 
StirHnr 
Suthbiiand 



[ iaformatlon 



Twcedale 



Ci»unty Report, p. 127 

^ General information 

Ditto 
Ditto 

County Report, p. iO 

I HebHdes Rep. p. 6(> 

County Report 
Ditto, p. 71 
Cteneral 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Cduntf Re^rtfp. 1 
Ditto, p. 1 
General ioformation 
Ditto 

Galloway Report, p. 1 
^ General information 
> County Report, p. 5 
3 Ditto, p. 7 
General iofoniiatio& 
Diitto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

• \ Diito 

County Report, p. 58 
Ditto, p. !5 
General information 
Ditto 

County Report, p. 1 
Ciiloway Report, p. 1 



Unitikprovcd lands 

5 Wastes and mouiUainous 
di«ri<5U 
Moorish waste 
Waste* amd bilU 
Moor, moss, &c. 

^ Moors, wastes. 

Wastes and commns 
Moors, &c. 
Wastes and moon 
Wastes 

Wastes and commoos 
Ditto 

Hill, moss, &c. 
Wastes, in English acres 
5-(>thi watte 
Wastes 

'^Sds^fstote, in Engiiilrshrres 
Wastes • 

Ditto, in EngiUsh acres 
l^f^d waste 

Wastes and commons 
Diftb 
Ditto 

/)-6th» wastef 
J -6th ditto . 

> 5-6ths diHo 

Heath 2nd IdH pafitim 
Ditto,* in English acres 
Wastes and commons 
5t6t]M waste 
Wastes, in English acres 
Moorlands, ditto 



■ 787,735 
SIM** 

S,88Q,tXO 

250,000 
S5,00O 
l«4,36l» 
900,000 
330,000 

c4/no 

71,375 
1,694,93^ 

S6€,7S^ 
55/X)0 
14,339 

• 79,800 

10,000 
70(MX)0 

1,S!^1,0OO 

S4,53S 

- 1,480/m 

250,000 
1*45,000 

1.839,000 
169,360 
198,934 



Totai in Scotland, 



14,218,294 



tUt foUowiog will be the total amount of waste lands in the united kiogdom^ 

Acfes^ 

Wales, - . . - ?"^^^""Sl,«lI9vW 

•cotkai* 14,'^18,224 

£2,107,001 



^Repari Mr W^atie Lands ^ p. 30. 



• Ezdustire of l€00 square disles. or 640,000 acrei, of ^ck and sand. 

t ^Tbittt Mitt be a9 trrOr hsr*. *Total of the count/, 4p68,640 ; Mths of thi» 
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No. IL 

Acres in the Counties of England^ as detailed in 
the Returns to Parliament of the Poor- Rates ^ 
drawn up under the JnspeSion qf the Right 
Hon. George Rose. 



AgrieulUire, 




307,200 


275,200 


438,977 


476,160 


618^400 


478,720 


443,300 


439,040 


07<5.ooo 


650,880 


758,484 


900,480 


970,240 


958,050 


720.e)40 


689,280 


1,000,000 


1 ,592,320 


775,000 


722,560 


610.000 


665,600 


1,240.000 


976,000 


800,000 


718,080 


781,440 


621,440 


451,000 


385,250 


210,000 


220,800 


832,000 


935,680 


1,120,600 


1,155,840 


5(50,000 


522,240 


1,693,120 


1,783,680 


217,600 


190,080 


352.000 


330,240 


1,094,400 


1,288,320 


550,000 


617,600 


1,267.200 


1,157,760 


480,000 


495,360 


450,000 


474,880 


105,000 


128,000 







Mr, Xas^. 



Bedford, , 

Berkii, 

Bucks, 

Cambridge, 

Chester, 

Cornwiill, 

Cumberland, . . , 

Derby, 

Devon y 

Dorset, 

Durham, 

Essex, 

Gloucester, 

Hereford, 

Hertford, 

Hunts, 

Kent, 

Lancaster, 

I^icester, 

Lincoln, 

Middlesex, , 

Monmouth, 

Norfolk, 

Northampton, 
Northumberland, 

Notts, 

Oxford 

Rutland, 
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890,000 


897,920 




1,000,000 


991»360 




1,212,000 


981,120 




780,800 


765,440 




800,000 


l,0Oi,24O 




481,947 


519,040 




933,360 


935,040 




018,000 






540,160 


462.080 






021,120 




540,000 


431,360 




819,000 


81M20 




1,311,187 


1,351,680 


— WcstRidtogy 


1,568,000 


1.685,120 




4,705,400 


5,200.000 




.37,909.455 


37,334,400 



NO. III. 
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WASTES. 



" Keedwbod iPorest is a most interesting spot, fiei^ 
li^ 10,00d a^cto of one of the finest soils of the king* 
dom lie itl state of nature^ 

This forest is stocked with <leef» horned cattle and- 
Eorses \ but no' ^heep arc suffer ett to feed dh it. ' Th(J 
supposed stock may Be dbout 3000 deci*, and 3000 of all 
the othe^ kinds in the summer ; but much fewer in win- 
ner. The keeping of the 3000 horses and horned cattle^ 
charged at 13/. pet head for the stimmering, amounts to 
1800/. or about 4es. per acre, upon the whole extent of 
ihe fof est ; and this sum ^of 4/. per acre is aO the advan-^ 
tage that a neighbouring very intelligent farmer supposes 
the public derive from this ti-aft \ the deer riot being ma- 
naged in any system for the public advantage^ or for the 
Supply of subsistence and employment of the bulk of 
mankind. I shall add for them to the above account li» 
pef acife, and 5/. per atre as the total value of the forest 
to the public in its present state* I estimate the capital 
employed in stocking the forest at 5/. per head upoti 
8000 lit number, of 15,000/« Ahhough these, not bdn^ 
Constantly kept there, cannot Wholly be called foresf 
stock, yet I will suppose that \<rhich ought to be takei3l 
off on this account to be made good by advantages axis- 
iag from the deer. The capital then employed in stock- 
ii^ the forest vill amount to 15,000/. or about 1/. IS/, ed. 

per 
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per ticrtj and its value to the public, in its pment state, 
M land, about 2S00/. per annum. 

The extent of the forest, by an ancient survey al- 
luded to by the Commissioliers of Crown Lands in their 
last examination of it, is 9220 acres : of this, in case of 
enclosure, I will suppose 1000 acres ought to be reserved 
for wood-land. This may be done about the glens and 
impraAtcable spots, and in other places where thriving 
oaks are the most promising: there they ought to be 
.fenced ofl^ and reserved in clumps and coppices, which 
would be both an ornament to the country, and a nur- 
sery for stout oak timber. Two hundred and twenty 
acres I wHl suppose occupied by the lodges, and othet: 
«maU enclosures^ This is already in an improved state ; 
8000 acres will then remain for improvement. The mo- 
ment that these shall have been enclosed, and buildings 
for occupation ereAed on them, they will be worth for a 
term, as many guineas per annum, and would be improved 
to a higher value. The amount of capital employed in 
tuch improvement in buildings, enclosure, crop, stock, &c. 
falgkt on this rich land be 201. per acre. Deduft the 
present capital, ]/. 12/. 6d. per acre, remains increase, 
18/. 7/. 6i. per acre, which upon 8000 acres, adds 147,000/* 
CO the national capital. By improving this trad, the in- 
creased annual produA would probably be 5L per acre, or 
40,000/. per annum*." 

^ Cannock-Heath is the most extensive waste in the 
coiitity of Warwick, but its extent cannot be determined 
with acruracy ; I estimate it at about 40 square miles, or 
upwards of 25,000 acres. Large trafts of land on the 
north and west parts of this waste consist of a good light 
ioti, adapted to the turnip and barley culture ; the east 
And south parts are a colder gravelly soil, in many places 



^ Stafibrd Report, p. lOS;, 103. 
L 



covered 
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covered with hcsith to a large extent ; jet I have no cionbt 
but the whole may be brought into cultivation ; and that 
some of our enclosed land now under cultivation is not 
at all of a superior quality to this waste. 

" Sutton Coldfield is also a very extensive waste^ of no 
other use but as a sheep-walk, or rabbit-warren : that part ' 
of it in Staffordshire contains, according to an estimate hj 
a very intelligent resident near the spot, about 6500 acres; 
and he supposes the additional waste land between Litch-' 
field and Birmingham, including Bromwicb-heath, Al- 
dridg&<ommoii, Walsall-wood, Whittington-heath, and 
Wceford-hills, will raise the amount of Sutton Coldfield 
to 10,000 acres : their value in their present state amounts 
by his information, to S/. 6d. per acre; and if enclosed 
would rise to 10/. 6d. per acre for the first twenty-one 
years, and afterwards be greater. The other principal 
wastes in the county, are those of Swindon, Womboum^ 
and near Slewponey, in the south ; Morredge, Wotley- 
moor, Stanton-moor, HolUngton-heath, Caverswall-com*v, 
mon, in the north. In other parts of the county we 
find Calf-heath, Essington-wood, Snead-common, Wyr- 
ley and Pelsal commons, Tirley, Ashley, and Maer 
heaths; Swinnerton, Tittenor, and Shelton heaths; 
lioulton, Milwich, Hardwick, and Fradswell commons^ 
and many others ; and upon a retrospcft of the whole, I 
cannot put our pradUcable waste lands, or such as are ca^ 
pable of being brought into cultivation, at less thaa 
100,000 acres. Their present value as sheep-walks 
amounts to S/. per acre per annum : the value enclosed, 
and after one round of cultivation (tithe free) will amount 
to 15/. per acre, and improve by enclosure and cultivation, 
12/. per acre, or 60,000/. per annum. The present capital 
or vsbre of stock belonging to such land, may be estimated 
Mt 10/. per acre, or 50,000/.; the capital of the land, when 



enclosed 
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t&doted. and cultiTated, indading buildings^ fences, crops, 
live stocky implements, and furoitiire, would amount to 
15/. per acre, or 1,500,000/. 

The addition to the national capital, hj such general 
enclosure and improvement in this county, would amount 
to 1,450,000/. This land also, would make many farms^ 
which, with a due proportion of labourers' tenements^ 
would employ a population of 20,000 persons, childrm 
and families included, in cultivation and other occupations 
connected and dependent thereupon ; would furnish food 
for double that number, and would maintain also at least 
double the present number of sheep; if sheep stock 
should become the chief objeA, independent of other 
stocks which at present draw no nourishment or subsist* 
ence from this tra£t. Those farms would produce a 
proportion of com : the wool also of the sheep might be 
increased in weight and improved in quality, by a due at- 
tention to rams and breeding stock. A general enclosure 
and improvement by cultivation, of all the wastes of the 
kingdom, would, by greatly increasing the .national ca- 
pital, have a proportionable eSe£t upon the revenue ; and 
h is astonishing that the colonization of distant countries 
should have been so much encouraged, while the culti* 
vation of our own country remains so far from being 
finished or perfefted*." 

** In this county (Lancashire) there are large trafls of 
waste lands, not less than 108,500 acres, according to Mr. 
Yates*s statement, who took the pains to calculate the 
number for this particular purpose. He ms^es \ht lands 
^ndcr the denomination of moss, or fen lands, to be 26,500 
acres. Moors, marshes, and commons to amount to 



« Stafford Report, p. 108. 

JL 2 82,000 
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82|O0O acres. Whj leek out distant countrica to <akl« 
vatty wbakc wo moch remains to be done at iiome i 

*^ At Lancaster there is an excellent salt marsh, ad- 
joining the banks of the river Lune ; and of whtdi about 
SCO statute acres bdong to 80 of the oldest fro em e n o£ 
the cxn-poration of Lancaster, or their widows, and tho 
trustees of this charity, the corporation. This tnanh is 
pastured, and divided into what are termed orl grasses, 
that is, a privilege of turning one horse, or two cows of 
imy size, to summer upon this common ; so that a poney 
is reckoned equal to two Oxen, however snasA the horse» 
or large the ox. The number of grasses, or gates^ is 
equal to that of privileged burgesses, namely $0, and 
two mere to the trustees of the charity, or 8d gates 4 and 
which^ if lett, are worth at present from li. 10x« to 
1/. i i/. 6d. per summer. Seven years ago they would not 
lett at 20/. a gate. 

^ Now this marsh, if divided into fields of a proper 
eiie, is so fertile, that it would immediately be worth 
S/. per acre ; and if improved, worth SL per «cre» per 
annum* 

^ • /. it 

The present value is 82 summer grasses 1 229 3 

And suppose the winter herbage worth 50 

Total 179 3 

But if enclosed, its annual value would 

Te per annum, be / 

Excess 1,320 17 



i 1,500 
at 3/. per acre per annum, be J 



If improved at 5/. per acre would be 2,500,000 
Excess' M..^,.^...,.... 2,320 17 

« Such 
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•* Such Statements cannot require any comment to 
recommend them to public attention, and that too in a 
neighbourhood distressed for enclosed land ; being bound 
up pn one side by this marsh, and on the other side by a 
moor, which extends to the very borders of the town ; 
a moor too, which manifests itself capable of being made 
into fertile land, as is evident from small enclosures under 
cultivation, which the industry of some cottager has tmw 
proved from the waste. 

In the neighbourhood of Preston, lies Preston-moor, 
about 500 acres of good land, and abounding with ex* 
cellent marl, but which at present lies under waterj 
which might be easily removed. Fulwood-inoor, too, in 
the same' oeigbbourhood, abou tlOOO acres, and Caddeley* 
moor, which belongs to the Crown, an4 many more 
vhich. might be enumerated, and which remain in a 
State that disgraces the county*." 



Theoe is a large tra£k of land in this neighbourhood, 
I should think, consisting of from eight to ten thousand 
gcresy in an useless state } but of much better quality 
'than any upon the Cotswold-hills : I mean the Forest of 
WhichwQod, at present the best nursery for idleness and 
thieves in this kingdom. What a pitv, that so valuable 
a piece of land, and so easily cpn verted into tillage, should 
be sufferi^ to remain in its present state, when it is ac-« 
knowledged that the lartd under cultivation at present. 
In this kingdom, is insufficient to produce a proper quan- 
tity of food for i^ts inhabitants i 

The Minister of Westwell, 
Oxfordshire." 

^ 

* Lucatbire Report, p 8$. . 

L 3 No. iv:. 
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No. IV. 

EffeB on the Poor, of the Enclosures which took 
place during thejirst Forty Years of His present 
Majesty. 



Ctmty. 



BoUbni 



Parish, 



Fotton 
Tntvy 



Berks 



Bucks 



Maulden 
SouWrop 

Letcomb 

Waddcsdon 
Tingewick 



I presaroe the poor are suf* 
fcrcrs. 

To my knowledge, before the 
enclosure, the poor iobabitanto 
found no difficulty in procuring 
milk for their children 5* since, H 
is with the ottnoatdiffipqtly. they 
can procure any milk at all. 
Cows lessened from 1 10 lo 40. 

Previous to the enclosure, a 
general system of trespass ex- 
isted. 

Tlie condition of the labour- 
ing poor much worse now than 
before the enclosure, owing to 
the impossibility of procuring 
any milk for their young faitn- 
lies. 

The poor seem the greatest 
sufferers } they can no longer 
keep a cow, which tefore many 
of them did, and they are 
therefore now maintained by tho 
parish. 

Poverty has very scosiWy ii*- 
creased : the husbandmen come 
to- the parish, for want of em- 
ployment ; the land laid to grass. 

Milk to be had at \d. per 
quart before ; not to be bad now 
at any rate. 

Omnhf. 
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Parish, 



Bocks 



Cambridge 



Chester 

Dorset 
Durham 



Gloucester 



Haots 
Herts 



Hereford 
Ldeester 



Lincoln 



Norfolk 



N<»:thainpton 



Bradwell 

Castlethorp 
March 



Cranage 

Tolpudle 
Lancbester 



Todenham 



UptoD GrajT 
Offlej 



Nortpn 

Waiingtoo 
Rutdiffe 



Dooiogtoa 
Uffington 



Tottcrhill 
Shottesham 

Lodham 
Passcnham 



Fewer hands employed 5 rates 
ncreased. 
Less work for the people. 
The poor much benefited : 
rent of a common right, 6/. ; 
raised to 20/. \ 

Poor men*s cows and sheep 
have no place, or any being. 
Poverty increased. 
Many cottagers have been de- 
prived of the convenience ci 
keeping a cow^ without any re- 
compense in any other resped. 
The proprietons do not consult 
the welfare of tlie labourer so 
much as they might, without 
any injury to themselves, and 
with very little more trouble to 
their agents. 

Nothing increased but the 
pocr; eight farm-houses filled 
with them. 
The poor injured. 
The poor have not the same 
means of kee[Hng cows as be- 
fore. 

Cottagers deprived of cows, 
without compensation. 
Live-stock of the poor gone. 
A great defalcation in cheese 
and pigi, occasioned principally 
by taking away the land from 
the cottager. 

Cottagers' cows (140) lost by 
the enclosure. 

Town herd of cows reduced 
one- third, to the great injury of 
the poor. 

The poor injured. 
Cottagers' cows much in- 
creased. 
Obliged to sell their cows. 
Deprived of their cows, and 
great sufferers by loss of their 
hpgs. 

& 4 County* 
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StalTotd 
York 



Asbford 

Ramsbury 
Ackworih 



Kirkburn 



ParUb, 



£bber8ton 
Tibthorpe 



All their cows gouc^ 4nd 
much wretched Dcss. 
Their cows reduced. 
The parish belongts) to n^r 
100 owners \ uearly the whole 
of whom have come to the pa^ 
risk since the enclosure, or 
changed the quantity of their 
lands. 

The enclosure has proved of 
, singular advantage to great land- 
owners and their tenants; but 
the labourer v/ho, previous to 
the enclosure, had his cow-gate, 
and from thence derived consi* 
derable nourishment to his small 
family, was deprived of this aid 
by his inability to enclose, there- 
fore was under the necessity of 
seliipg bis teo^tnenttohis richer 
neighbour, and deprived his far 
roily of a comfortable refuge. 
Have lost their cows. 
Lost their cows, and sold 
their tenements. 



Milk has diminished, owing to the farmers finding the 
profits of grazing larger, and the unwillingness of roo 
xpany agents and proprietors to accommodate industrious 
cottagers with small parcels of land to keep a cow. 

" J. Walker, 

Minister of Laochefter, Durham.* 



It has been a general observation, applicable to trerj 
division of common in this parish, that the resources , of 
the small proprietors (and they are principally here of 
that description) have been for the most part so entirely 

exhausted 
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exluusted by th< expenses of obtalniag the A€t, of solici- 
torsj surveyors, commissioners, making new roads, Sec* * 
that they have been incapacitated for cultivating their 
allotments in a proper manner. The mischief has gone 
farther; for it has rendered them less adequate to culti- 
vate the ancient lands, for which such shares of common 
were allotted. It is believed, that had the proprietors 
come to the cultivation of their allotments in their fuU 
strength, unimpaired by the above causes, that the Quan- 
tity of produce, both in the new and ancient lands, 
might have been increased to an inconceivable degree in 
this parish* 



In addition to these authorities, may be added the re- 
flttlt of other inquiries, made in a journey already noted. 



«'W. WlLSOX, 
Rfcftor of Wobinghaoi, Durliam." 
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The poor injured. 

Their cows much lessened. 

Many kept cows ; now few. They were certainly injured. 
Cottagers' cows lessened. 
Cottagers' cows much lessened. 

Many kept cows that have not since : they could not enclose^ 
and sold their allotments. Left without cows or land*. 

Those who had property in their cottages were benefited : those 
who were tenants were ruined. 

The same. 

Several kept cows, who have them no longer. 
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' ^Tlie rise of poor-tatcf in many of these parishes that 
haire been enclosed having kept pace with the increase in 
otfier parishes, is another proof that there has been 
sometluDg deficient in the princifrfes which have £on- 
dttded them. Above 60,000 acres of commons have 
been enclosed in the places here registered ; ia the follow* 
ing the rise is noted particularly : 

Acres <^ Common, s» s, d, 

Lidl'ington 497 1 to 4 6 

March ........•^m. S440 Doubled to 1300/. 

Chattris ^...^^ 4380 2 to 4 6 

Abington 80 ............ 0—2 6 

. Wilbraham 569 More than doubled. 

Hillborough 420 ...... ... — Doubled. 

Fiachstoi 647 ............... Trebled. 

I^ethersett ........ 430 5 to 10 

Barton MiOs .... 300 13 



10,603 20 to 53 



^ These are seleAed merely because the old rateSf the 
new, and the commons are all minuted. The rise has 
been equal in the rest. It should therefore seem, that 
notwithstanding the increase of employment, yet there 
has been some contrary current which has been bearing 
heavily against the iace of such employment. On the 
contrary, if a right use had been made of a very small 
portion of these comtQons, poor-rates might have been 
done away altogether. 

Commissioners of enclosure are little apt to confess 
any thing against them, but I met with three in ont 
county who furnished me with observations that merit 
notice. 

Mr. 
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Mr« FoRSTBR, of Norwich, after giTing an accoont 
of twenty enclosares in which he had aAed as a CSommk* 
sioner, stated his opinion on their general effeft on the 
poor, and lamented that he had been accessary to injtiring 
2000 poor people, at the rate of twenty families per pa* 
rish. Numbers in the praAice of feeding the commons- 
cannot prove their right, and many, indeed most who 
have allotments, have not more than erne acre, which 
being insuiEcient for the man's cow, both cow and land 
are usually sold to the opulent farmers. That the right 
sold before the enclosure would produce much less than 
the allotment after it, but the money is dissipated, doing 
them no good when they cannot vest it in stock. 

Mr. EwEN, a Commissioner in the same place, ob* 
served, that in most of the enclosures* he has known, the 
poor man's allotment and cow are sold, five times in six 
before the award is signed. 

Mr. Burton, of Langley, a very able Commissioner^ 
wished for a clause in all' aAs, on the principle of that of 
Northwold, which makes the allotment inalienable from 
the cottage, as he admits there is a considerable benefit in 
the poor people having land enough for a cow, from two 
to four acres, according to the soil*." 

FU£L. 

<^ In Dorsetshire, in Hampshire, and in many other 
counties where coals and wood are wholly out of the 
reach of the cottager, and where Ihe furze of large 
growth is scarce, the indigent inhabitants obtain their 
fuel from extensive wastes, so little productive of a sub- 
stance suited to the application, that the setting out ^ 



* A&aaUf uxtL 

Quall 
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small part (as proposed) if not protected in a state of cul- 
tivation adapted to the purpose, will not secure to theiki 
a requisite compensation. Poor inhabitants who live on 
the borders of the forests and other wastes, and who may 
not possess any one of the real and defined rights ; yet 
frequently exercise an undenied privilege of pasturing a 
cow, horse, or ass which assists them in their means of 
obtaining a livelihood* Waste lands have been occupied 
in some sort, as the common estate of those who have 
no other ; they are spaces of the earth on which every 
man walks In freedom, and imagines he is committing 
no trespass. In the view of this law, let us suppose all 
wastes to be cultivated and enclosed — every man not pos- 
sessing a share of landed property, will be a trespasser 
when he steps off* the highway. In suggesting these ob- 
servations, I am for an instant, adopting tbfc language of 
those who see a great private injury attendant on this ge- 
neral good, and who oppose themselves to enclosures on 
these plausible grounds ; — but if the national produce can 
be so much increased as to feed a people who are now not 
fed, and at a price proportioned to the earnings of th^t 
people, the smaller interests must give way. I certainly 
shall not argue, because I do not think, that in order to 
preserve an airing ground for those who possess no portion 
of the landed property, or grouse shooting for th^se whq 
are land-owners, the Legislature should suffer any lands 
to remain unproduftive*." 

The privilege or usage of cutting fuel being admitted 
as a right, and the justice and equity of ratifying it being 
declared by the preamble of this clause, the enaihncnt, 
with benevolent intention, proceeds to require the Com)? 
missioners to provide for this right by a determinate 

* Obtervationt on the General Enclosure Bill, by Sir G. O. Paui^ 
Sart 1796, p. 22. 




mode, to the amount of a proper and msotukUe tstth^ 
faition, so far * as the. judgment of the Commissioners 
may enable them to determine what shall be proper and 
reasonable but this specific instniftion is relieved^ bf 
giting to the Commissioners the very general alternative 
power, < to establish and declare any other mode, in^ 
case they shall think expedient so to do/ 
■ As I fear it will be found more easy to design a rca- 
ionabie satisfadion for this privation, than to establish it 
With permanent propriety, I shall offer the remarks 
which have occurred to me in contemplating the difficulty. 
Considering the perpetual variation in nupiber of inha* 
foitants to which parishes must be liable in the course of 
lime, and by change of circumstances, it is impossible, 
with a view to posterity, to ascertain what shall be, in 
tStd, a pro^r and reasonable part, as a satisfaAion to 
all future parishioners, for a right over the whole. So 
difierent are the properties of waste lands, that it would 
be equally impracticable on this account, by any positive 
enaftment, to fix a specific proportionate quantity, as 
* proper and reasonable to fulfil the purposes of the pre- 
amble', on very poor moors where there is no wood* 
Feat or furze, the substance cut for fuel, is no more than t 
kind of turf, half formed from the successive growth and 
decay of the ling or heath plant j large portions of the 
\rhole, now over-run by the cottagers, would scarcely 
afibrd * a proper and reasonable supply of fbel for a 
thss of inhabitants continually increasing in numbers 
(as wc must presume) in consequence of the enclosure*.' " 
Whether it would not be a more eligible plan to set 
a-part smaller portions, to be cultivated to the particular 

* Observations on the General Enclosure Bill, by Sir G« O. Pavl, 
Bairu 1796, p. Sl. 
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porposb ? WobW it not aiiswcr better to the community^ 
that allotments should be assigned in trust, to be sold or 
lett on a lease, as a fund to purchase coals or other or* 
diiiarf fuel ? It U certain, that the produce of much 
labour is lost, by time employed in cutting and colleAing 
a substance so unfit for the purpose to which it is applied. 
If (as we are to presume, as a consequence o^ a general 
spirit of enclosure) the work of the labourer, who now 
seeks his fuel over desolate wastes, should be required in 
the' produ6Hte pursuits of husbandry, at adequate and 
reasonable wages, it may be proved, that so lar from ob- 
taining this fuel gratuitously, he buys more dearly than 
they who purchase coals at a moderate price. Or suppose 
(reasoning farther on the same principle), that no por- 
tion of land should be withdrawn from the general into 
specific allotments for this purpose, but that a similar 
fond was obtained, by an assessment to the like annual 
amount over the whole wastes or over an agreed part of it^ 
by way of fire-rate* The setting out large portions of 
land for a produce to which it may not be suited, is to 
make an improvident use of it. That future bodies of 
men, in perpetual succession* will so perform their dut^ 
in a trust, as to create and preserve an annual cultivated 
produce, is to presume upon more a£\ive virtue than should 
be depended upon fortheefiica- y of any plan. Or finally, 
on this untried ground, where it is evident we have no 
reuilt of extensive experience to fix our judgment, would 
it not rather be advisable, after admitting the right, and 
cpjoiiiing the Commissioners to consider the compensa- 
tion, wholly to generalize their powers, and enable them 
to a J opt such means as may appear most suited to local 
^cumstances,? The difficulty to find a substitute in 
kind, for what must (at least) be considered as a sensible . 

M priva- 
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p;*ivation of -a h^t^ -I know, <eccurr^ to getrtkmot 
M^v> result on the borders of the v<i$t wasties of Donefc 
aixl I?ant$ : to these and to siiQilar situations, the above, 
observations are mor^ particoUrly applicable. Akbotigla 
the last mentioneU dav^.has a^hnitted the justice and the- 
c(\^uKy of a claim for ' a general usage to whidk the 
|Y)<frer class of the inhabitants may be entitled, ov maj 
Ii«Ye Qxcrc!$e<l and enjoyed,'* as separate and distin& 
from a claim as. owners of tenemet>ts or other real pro-' 
pisrcy which may eptitle them to specific alloishaitSy ytt 
I.Ob^vc, that the principle of allowing coiiip6Qsatto» 
ffMT the loss of such usages, is admitted so far only as re-* 
gards fuel : no retribution or substitute is proposed for 
ai)Y US-age or privilege which may have been exercised 
enjoyed by persons of this- description, in depa»< 
tttiFing «ows or othqr cattle, on the wastes to be enclosed^ 
^^im^ special Enclosure A&s have provided for setting out^ 
a}l0^Qat» of land for this purpo9e> to be fed and depa»« 
tti^ed tn.coiDQion*.'^ 



Northwold, in Norfolk ^ Fuel. 

' Clause. — And be it farther ena^ed^ that the said 
Commissioners shall in the ni^t place assign, set out, and 
allot unto the owner or proprietor of every commonable 
me«oape within the said parish of Northwold, such part 
of tl^e fen grounds within the said parish, as shall, in the 
judgment of the said Commissioners, be sufficient to sup- • 
ply, or admit to be cut and taken thereout, yearly for * 

* Obxervat:on!i oA Oeneral EadosureBtll; by Sit G. Paul, Bart. ' 
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ever, % quantity of tnrf or flag for firing, equal to, 
hat not exceeding, 12,000 flags, or 12,000 tanres, in a 
year, as a compensation or recompense for the right of 
mxch owner or proprietor to cut turf or flag for firing 
upon the fen grounds within the said parish f and every 
allotment which shall be made from the said fen grounds 
for firing to the owner or proprietor of any commonable 
messuage, shall, from and after the execution of the award, 
be annexed to, and be inseparable from the commonable 
messuage in tetpeSt of which such allotment is made i 
and the owner or proprietor of such commonable mes« 
suage, hi^ heirs or as$!gns, shall not alien, assign, or con^ ' 
^ney such allotment to any plcrson or persons whatever, ' 
1^ and except such person c^r persons to whom the com^* 
mbnabfe ii6[essuage in respe^i of whic|i such aUdtment 
is made, shsB be aliened, assigned, or cirnvtyed.** 



KO. t. 
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No. V. 
COTTAQERSf LJKD. 



A gentleman hanmg be«0 emplogred bfthe Board pf 
Agriculture to examine a <fistri£t .of . country in the 
counties of Lincoln and Ruthndf. w^ere it is common 
management for the ppor to have land and cows, and re^ . 
ports having been made from 48 parbbcs containing 759 
cottngers^ it is propor to state^ that those 759 cottagcM 
have amongst them 1196 cowtf,. or^ oil an average^ ottd« 
and a half, and one-thirteenth cow each. Not one of 
them receive any thing from the parish I nor did, even in . 
the late scarcities. The system is as much approve<i( of 
by the farmers as it is by the poor people themselves. 
They are declared tabe the most hard-working» diligent, 
sober, and industrious labourers wh6 have land and cows, 
and a numerous meetmg of farmes» signed their entire 
approbation of the system. In thr above-mentioned pi^ 
rishes, rates are, oa aik average, 174^. in the pound } and,, 
but for exceptions of some families who have not land, of 
certain cases and expenses* foreign so the in<]juiry, they 
would not be li/. ta the pound. 

In nine parishes, where the fsoportion of the poor 
having cottages amount \o rather more than half thtf* 
whole, poor-r4tar»c9r|«/.i» the pound. 

In twelve parishes, where the proportion is less than 
half, but not one-third, poor-rates are 9\dJui the pound. 
T In 
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In ten parishes where the proponion is somet^fing 
Mider afonithy poor-mes are Is* %d. in the pcmnd. 

In seven parishes, where the proportion is bat merdjr 
;one-sixth| poor-rates are 4j. m the pouncL 
. '' And in .thirteen yaiishes' where few or nohe ha^ 
cows, poor«*ratea an lldL in the poond. 

^ The poor in this considerable distrift being able to 
maintain themselves without parish assistance by means 
of land and live stock, and to do it at the same time so 
jnnch by their industry and sobriety, and coosbtemiy 
with an honest conduct dearly marked by the entire ap^ 
|iro^atkn of this system by the fiirmers, &c. their ndgb> 
^urs^ is a circumstance winch, wcU considered, docs 
away a muhitude of those objeAioni and prejodices which 
we: so. oftien hear in conversation % and it proves, that the 
instances which sometimes are said to occur, of men who 
have land and stock being thieves, to be either exiiggerated* 
their possessions perhaps mistaken, from coiifooAdio^ 
them with, their poor neighbours, or that the nuairb^r gf 
SQch offences are not at all greater than are found amongst 
any other class of people. Such ideas are absoiuteiy con* 
tradiAed in this part of Lincolnshire, wheire the cow 
system is general. Cases may, however, occur of such 
offimces in certain parishes, and yet not amount to any 
fdif foundation (or an argpipent against the system*." . 

Majfidd^ £«^«jc.r^Here is a case which proves the 
assertion in the preceding article: a family chargeable 
when there was no scarcity,- incased to be chafgeable in 
Karcity^ from a o^w being given by the parishf 



* Ansa]*, xxxvl. 

f Annak, xzivL p. 502. 

m3 " Cbattris^ 

t 
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^ ChdttrUf Csmbri^Mrc^Aha^ alioodred'smalll CoN 
tagei hm been rsised 0f late yeus on tbe oommoa, so 
dose to each other as to admit only a path anmnd them i 
very few have gardena : .'4nany were built by the 
who inhabit them* and did laot'coat more Uua or ISA 
The proprietovs have no relief (torn the pariah^*'* . 



I cannot close these 'ansraers without remarking, tke 
#ery laudable conduA of a principal land-owner in thia 
parish, Col. Sibthorfe, M« E. for lincotn, ^o hat 
feodered many of his inferior tenants comfbitafaic^ fef 
permitting them to rest amall parcels of ground: tb«y 
•re now enabled to keep a milch cow-^brmg upa few 
young^ sbeepi and kill one or two large pigs. Were tUl 
plan vniversaHy adopted, the labourers in vilhges wooM 
never be heard to murmur j oar poor-rates would' b^ 
considerably diminishedt and our markets would be better 
siqipiied with articles of i^9od**-K:hcese, butter^ Ac, Ae* ' 

Chas. Wrat HadpelseYj, 

Curate of Tetney, Lincoln.** 



* A variety of In many dtstriAa, lieta^d itt th* 
work t[uoted| prove dearly, that wherever there fs % 
hope of occupying land, it operates beyond all the powd- 
ers of calpulation. How these men wcro abW to effcft 
their objeft, surpasses inqwry: that they saved money 
with this view is palpable, because in most of the casei 
the creftions have been the work ^vegiHar carpenters and 
imnons, who could not have been employed w i t ho w t a 



* Aonals, xuvt. p. 498. 
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CQimcTerable part of thc'expente Uin|^pfovkltfd Ar; 'wid 
this accordingly I fbomi the case, Ibr - where mbrtj^gm 
hesai taken .phce> .it- was evily £or a part -of the expthst^ nm 
many insMndrs for only ar small part, t aiid iki somc^ notf 
lew, witliottl'^ny assistance at ail. ' ' ^' 

# ** And kfe it is deserving of great attention, that d» 
«ig the very period in wfaicb the poor hamo bec:«»e whoMf 
dependent/ and burshened their pa^shes tb- 'aB ichoi^aidwi 
«moont^ .these cases of sy? ihg iragaHty and iadbsfry tlmte 
ssocorrod in srfiqvr phces with no other . ]notiHicfxaniM» 
gation but the prosped of becoming the prdprifetors df 
their own cottages. What poiretfui motivo tsis this 
proftd to render tbem such striking exceptions to sf \ilnlc 
kingdom* r ^ rr 

It will be a very beneficial consequence of Edelosone, 
if small portions of ground can be allotted &9 attend.tte 
inheritmnce of cottages* The convenience wiHiceitainly 
be greater, if such portions can be set oat < dear or ad- 
joining to the cottages to whicb they arc allotted }'~bttt 
as to any thing in the natore of gratuity or bendfa£kiob, 
which the style of the preambte seems to afie^ I aih 
greatly mistaken if the danse (taken together) admits 
«f any such construdioii. Proprietors of cottages seem 
•to be confounded in idea with the poor tenants who in- 
habit them^ whereas they are objeAs perfe^y distiofl. 
The cottages in agricultural vill^es generally belong to 
the principal land*owners, if not part of the manorial es- 
tate. The carpenter, the smithy or the mason, may pro- 
bably possess a cottage or tenement, to which may be 
annexed a right of common ; but as to the poor husband- 
maSy who is alone an objeft of charitable purpose, it is 



* Annali, izxvi. p. 506. 
Mi 
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rare indeM that he has an (honae of hii ownl Betting 
«6ide therefore the bounty of the clatite, I have mly to 
consider its jdstice and its use^ as apf ropriaring: an cx:ccii» 
pancv of the lind» tp tliat of the cottages of the parish* 

The accommodation of viciaity proposedt will' itt 
sndst instances be impraAicable.. Wastes amt 
are generally situate at a distance from the viUagiBS to 
which rhey betongr : by the power of exchange given at 
the end ci thi clause, something may be doM tp accom^ 
snoiato tbiy difficulty i but even thb wise psmLsion caaaot 
be applied to a s«ry general efied; 

It is provided^ that * the owner of the cottag'e 
^all par for the fences of his sf^ecific allotmenta and if 
he has not the money, he shall mortpafrc his property for 
the cost.' This may wear the face of justice, but I deny 
that it is equity, if by that term is meant equal propor*. 
tionate advantage. I am not as yet convinced, that if all 
the waste land of the kingdom could at once be ciiclosed, 
it would pay five cent, on tfa'e capital employed. For this 
doubt I may be called to account by my fellow advocates 
for the measure ; fortunately it is a proposition regarding 
which it would be useltbs tn. contend, for if be who cat 
culates the advantages on the lower scale, sees the md^ 
sure as indisputably politic, stHl more so must it be es* 
teemed by the adherents to the more sanguine expe£bi*> 
tion. Being so far a sceptic as to the m^ss of pecuniary 
advantage, my opinion is of a little doubtful tendency 
as to the fradional part which is the ab^eA of this clause. 
By reference to pages 59 and 60, it will appear that this 
claimant is in common with others to pay his f ^oota to- 
"^-ards all costs, charges, and expen?es of dividing^ alloi^ 
ing, laying in severalty, and all other costs and charges 
incident to or attending the same.' 

As 
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- As I must presume the framer of this clause did not 
4DMan to fix an extreme pressure on this class of proprie^ 
tors, I shall £Oiisider this circumstance as an o^migbt, 
and merely reason on the inequality of putting the sniaU 
claimants to enclose separately for themselves. Suppose 
a claim to be<m the smallest acale» or tbat^ without any 
elaim, it should be determined to set out allotmems of 
garden-ground to cottagers of the vicinage; and suppose 
(as direfted by the clause) the Commissioners to order 
each parcel to be substantially fenced and maintainedt 
* the cost of which to be paid by the {Person to whom the 
allotment is givep I then contend, that, taking an ave- 
rage value of waste land, it would, in the case of the 
claimant, be no retribution for his claim, nor in the other 
case, would it be a gratuitous grant. Both of them 
would pay the value of the land enclosed, and the 
one would lose the value of his claim, or perhaps, be 
taxed for having asserted it. Suppose a third of an 
acre of land, worth 15/. per acre, to be allotted for 
each garden : to enclose a third of an -acre substan* 
tially on all sides, and to support and maintain the 
fence to maturity, will cost 10/.; but suppose you reckon 
but the half enclosure to each share, it will be 5/., which 
is the value of the fee» besides the expense of clearing 
the land* Suppose each owner of a cottage to have a 
claim of one pasture for a cow or other animali and the 
proprietor of a large farm to have a claim for ten such 
pastures : and suppose two acres of land to be allotted to 
the one, and twenty acres to the other : the person who 
surrenders his one pasture, gives up what is of more rela- 
tive value or convenience to him, than a tenth of what 
the larger claumant has surrendered ; whilst what the cot- 
tager receives will be at an expense to him of a third of 

the 
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Ac whoie Bum of the aUocment to the greater pro- 
prielor} it will be three times the ezpeme per acre. 
Twenty acres of ground td be fenced on. all sidds» will 
coel 80/. whidb is 4/. per acre. Two acret» to be fenced 
* in a similar nuuuier» win cost ar 1$L per acre*." 



* ObMmifansoo tbt Otnttifc fenetofiirc Bfll> bf Sir G. O. Piiut, 
lUrt. 1706y Ik 44. 
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COMMONS £NCl6s£D. 



_ March, in Cambridgeshire. 

Tlm-yw, 8S00 acres of cole, fed^ at 4i#. .... /;.5d80 
100 oats, Sqrs. at 21/. 
540 pasture, at lOt. 1890 

34-40 3^.8610 

Bwrnfi jesat, 700 cole seeded, 5qrs.at 4ar*3last £. 14,000 



8100 oats, 10 qrs. at 20/. 21,000 
SOO wheat, 4 qrs. at 50/. 2000 
440 ' pasture,' at 7(kr« •••.••••«.«.•••••••« 1540 

S440 iC.98»540 

Third 100 cole, fed, at 42/. ^.iJlO 

2700 oats, 10 qrs. at 20/. 27,000 

200 wheat, 4 qrs. at 50/ 2000 

440 pasture, at 70/, 1540 

8440 ;£^.S0,750 

Fourth year, 2700 oats, 10 qrs. at 16/. £.^\ fiOO 

SOO wheat, 4 qrs. at 50/. ............ 3000 ^ 

440 pasture^ at 70/, o...**...,.......*. 1540 

8440 ^.26,140 

Fifth 
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Tifth jaiTt 200 of cole, fed, at 42/. £.tlO 

1840 oats, lOqrs. at 16/. 14,720 

400 wheat, 4 qrs. at SOr. •••••••••• 4000 

1000 pastiunci at 50/ ^ 2500 

S440 j^.21,4S0 

4Siztli year, tOO cole, fed, at 42a A210 

1540 pat% lOqrs. at 20/ 15,400 

200 wheat, 4 qrs. at 60/. 2400 

1500 pastive, at 50/. M.. 3750 

S440 . , 21,760 

^Seventh j^ear, 200 cole, fed, at 42/. 210 

€00 oatsj 9 qrs. at 24/. 8560 

140 wheat, S qrs. at 70^. .••m..... 1470 

SSOO pasture, at 50/. 5750 



5440 15,99d 



First year, .......^.•^j.^^^.^^.^^^.^^^^^ £*B610 

Second ditto, 88,540 

Third ditto, t...*.....................^.....;...... 30,750 

Fourth ditto, 26,140 

Fifth ditto. 21,430 

Sixth ditto, 21,760 

Seventh ditto, 15,990 



£. 163,220 

Thus in seven years thi; single enclo9ure has produced 
163,220/.* 

' * Anna!*, ilii p. 3:2]. 

«The 
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f ^flhtuSoPtsud commgns bad not been plaughcd fior 
tiiae immemoriaU previoas to the Enclotare : and thqr 
Wre, much oyer»iri;ii with rushes, thistlest broooi-ireed^ 
^P^gh grass of little vahio, and other rubbish, whi^h (as 
I jfri^quently for 31 years before the Enciosure, told the 
cofDn)9ner8) were a just cause of reflection upon their 
ggod ' sense, for sufferings such valuable land to lie M« 

Immediately after the Enclosure, probably SOOO acres 
of the said xrommoos were ploughed and burnt (the wise 
cpstom of the fen country}, and sown with cole, fed off 
with sheep, and then with oats chiefly^ and perhaps on 
the .avei;age there, might be 400 acres of wheal on the 
high .land formerly commons. The value of the cropping 
grown for the first three years on the enclosed commons^ 
was at least 20,000/. per annum. The parish has been 
greatly enriched by the Enclosure, so that even those com* 
moners who were most averse to the Enclosure, now 
thankfully admit its great utility ; and have some caoye to 
thank xne for the aAive part I took to promote the Enclo- 
sure. The poor have been much benefited by the mea- * 
sune, by having much more labour in cultivating the land. 
The quantity of both oats and wheat are now considerable 
from the Enclosure, and ever will be considerable. 

" The Minister of March, 
Cambridge/' 



* ••The vast benefit* of enclosing can, upon inferior 
soils, be rarely seen in a more advantageous light, than 

upon 

* * Altbongh it mav be a received opinion With many, respci^luig enclo- 
•ihg depopulating the parithet, yet, from carefully learching the registers 
of many parishet» in the Kestevoa divisioa of thiscounty, and compare 

* IDf 
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upon'Litk^hmk. I (omd % larg^^ Hih^ whkti iHtf 
fdnii^rlf covered with !l0Gfth> gomi &c' and ykldiiig*ki* 
(aft) little or no piroduee, coivfertedi b^f encioMHer«^^ 
pMfitaMe, arable Sarins; lett on an average at 10/i afl- 
aere \ and a wy extenstte eoufitry^ all staddcd ^th we#^ 
£irm4ioiMey9 barn^, ofikes, ;ind every a^'ttiftice of thi4r- 
infrindaatry; mr 19 the extent small, foi* these heaths', 
extend near 70 miles, and the progress is so great in 
yearsy that very little remains to do. 

The effcft of these enclosures haVe been very ^eat^'' 
for while rents haVt risen on- the heath frdm hothing^^ 
itt mo(t instances, «and nfcxt to nothing in the rest, to 8/. 
or iOr. an acre, the formers are in much better eircum*'* 
stances, agfifat produce is created, cattle and shiiep In^^* 
creased, a«d the poor employed. The rcfkory of Na* 
vtoby, one of the cliff towns, has become greater than ' 
th« total rent of the lordship was before. 

<^ Fnom Lincoln to Barton was all, or nearly all, heath, 
but now enclosed by AAs of Partiament. And for tMf ' 
• - - I •■'^ ^ 

in^ the result wftfa a simfTar one, mide hf a gcntlettitn fn Boothy* ' 
CmfhM faiiiidfed, ptiblkhcd In the Oeiitlcnaii*i li^guAim fiir 1783, p. M» 
1 find £atloHiret to have produced a very little variation in the nipi^^, 
cf births and burials ; and it may be necessary to observe, that the plaee^^ 
wherein I made my inquiry, have likewise had no manufacture, or other 
paotDii caurcumttaoee, to influence any increase or decrease of the people. 
And that there are other causes capable of increann; the number of *»- 
h3bit:!ats in a parish, besides a manufaAure, I will produce Dominigton as 
a prcc/f. 

A Mi^ CowLKT, and otber% ga'we to that pbce* §ot ch^uble nmf 
an estate, which, by an eocloeure, &c. has so much improved, as to 
come of the yearly vahie of sis hundred pounds. Motwithstaodinf this 
cifciMmtaocc, the poor-rates are above double what they were before 
the improvement of the estate ; arising Iran the lower dass of penooa 
gainii«^ settlements in the parish by every means in their power, 
merely through the expcdlataon of beoefitbg by the said charityi*— JMSr, 
Cr^l MS. •/ He £«ard. 
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ikt^ or pncn miki everjr way around Hackthorne^ the 
same within tweke or sixteen yean; and of that traft» . 
the heath part was not more than 1/. to 9/. an aerei • 
lafge Sheep-walks, with pieces tiUed alternafelyy now Idt 
at about lOr. tithe free } and the result otherwise has 
been, that the tenants lire much better, and shew, in 
every circumstance, signs of greater prosperity. - The land - 
is untmsally kept in tillage. 

*^ Axx>iu|d Norton*place, or rather longitodinaHy front • 
it to Khton, &c. open heath did lett for 2s. an aore { 
now for tithe free; some however rising to 15/. ; and 
this general, except near Lfaicoln, where it is mnch 
higher. In Kirton, of which Mr. Harrisom has the 
tithes, lambs and wool paid him about SO/, a year on five ' 
acres ; from which may be coUeAed how favourable opeD 
fields and heaths were to rearing sheep \ for in this parish, • 
now under the plough, except the vale^lands, proper for 
grass, the quantity of ^ep is consideraUe, and a grcM 
calture.of turnips to winter^feed them. • 
<^ There are few instances of the benefit of enclosing- 
commons, greater tlian that of - Long Sutton : the A£t • 
patted in 1768, by which near 4000 acres of cdmmoit 
l>ecame several property) the rent of it, before enclosing, 
vm lOOOA a year, or 500 rights, which lett the messuages • 
at 40j. each more for the right ; the whole now letts from 
:^Qi. to 50/. an acre, and about half of it is ploughed* 
Before this AiSk, the old enclosure:} were subservient to 
thd common, but ^ow the common is subservient to 
tliokei and, if all are iiicluded in the account, 'there is • 
now 'tiiore live-stock kepiit than before, and of a much 
bitter kind ; though above, 2000 acres have been ploughed 
Mp» to yield an enormous produce V 



* XJacohk Report, p. 7T. 
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^ 37 the A£b for encloiing Barton^ Btffrow^ anJ OaX^ 
hill, so ]€45 than 17,000 acres are rendered ftoduSdvCf 
the infinite adyaatagt of the communitj*/' 
. ^ The value of these lands before the enclosure were^ 
open arable lett at from 4x. to 9/* per acre, of something 
ksi than three roods i little parcels for lOr. or 12/. ; ave- 
nge about 6/« 6d.*'f 

The advanuges that arise from enclosing* in respect 
to increase of produce or value, must entirdy depend 
upon the modes of management pursued afiter the eU' 
closing takes place* From the abundant crops produced 
hf land vhich has never grown grain before, the occupier 
vainly thinks that it will always continue to do so $ and 
the deception is still increased by the stimulating efFefis 
of lime I but alas I after having got nine or ten crops, the 
goMen prospeA vanishes ; the farther they proceed, the 
more they are convinced of their error ; and growing com 
having become a losing trade, the land is left to grass. 
But what can it produce i Already exhausted by repeated 
cam urpps, tod over doses of lime, it remains a spe&de 
of the bad eicAs of such culture, and a warning to others 
to avoid the same course. Even under this treatment^ 
the increased value is in the ratio of three or four to one : 
bad these lands been continued in tillage only three yeara 
at one time — ^the first year oats ; second, fallow, turnips, 
or rape i the third, wheat or oats, or (if the soil suitedj 
barley, sown up with clover and ray^grass, and depastured 
with sheep for three, four, or five years, according to 
cifcoms^ancef and situations, we will venture to say the 
land would hkve gone on improving irom rotation to vo» 
tationv would have been more profitable, and put on a 



* Lincoln Report, pb ^S, 
f UaoDkn Report* p»8a» 




dtffierent aspeft to what it does at present, and hafve 
bieen wortbi double the rent it now letts for*?' 

' • ' • - . 

Ramsey^ in Hunts. 

^* Imprwiment. — ^Very pjreat indeed : I Yiewed it with, 
pleasure. Mr. Poolet shewed me a considerable p^ of 
it J all seems to be under cole, and oats, and wheat, or 
now burning for the present crops of cole. I saw many 
of cote,' that will in ail probability yield half a last an 
acre* Oats very abunclant, and wheat that promises 
four quarters. Paring and burning effeAs the whole ( 
and fhe ciitche^ instead of ^K>sts am) rails, and quiclu^ 
are all cut out in j^ts, which go ofiF by water for the va- 
rious towns that are around Wliittlesea Mere, &c. Hiese 
pay the malpn{^--expense 6d. a perch for finishing. There 
are 250 acres of cole now on this coinmon. 

Course: 

1. Pare and bum for cole, which is fed, and then 
seeded. 

2. Oats. 

" 3. Wheat. 
4, 5, 6, and perhaps 7, Grass seeds, and then pare 
and bum again. 

^ Produce. — Suppose the whole 500 acres thus cropped^ 
which it nearly will be, there will be 71 acres of cole, 
71 of oats, 71 of wheat, and 284 of grass. One divi-» 
sion of this grass, or 71 acres, will probably give more 
profit to the public than the whole common, fed as it 
was by snares and foals, &c. did before the enclosure. 

w Th« 
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Tht average proidu^e may be laid «<t '5A m tcety ait th9 
least, probably much ^nore. ' : 

Culture, — One or twoeimimtances merit notice. The 
paring is done by the fen plough, and it is burnt for 4/. 
5s. and to 6/. an acte. A man and a pair of horses will 
p4re above an acre a day. Mn PootEY does it at twice i 
t^t second in the contrary dire^Hon, to take the spots 
missed at- the ^rst. I saw bis operations, as well at; 
ploughing, lowing half a peck of seed, an acre, and bush* 
harrowing-, all performed in a. most husbandlike manner.^ 
Some of his finest crops now on the ground were sown 
so tate as September ; but at that reason h^sows three 
quarters, and even a peck an acrq*." 

IVarboys^ HunU. 

^ " The- high fen and commons of this parish offef 
as extraordinarjr ^ in^ance of improvtment,' in ton- 
sequence of enclosure, as can any where b|e met with. 
Mr, X^ONGLAND has 400 acres of the ,fen, which he 
has 'cultivated "by paring^ and' biirntrig, and sowing 
coleseed t this is £rst fed, and then seeded \ ^oats suc-^ 
ceeded ; then wheat, with which seeds for three or four 
^ears. There arc now 500 acres of coleseed m this fen, 
much of which^promises fair fdr producing half a last of 
seed per acre* What a spectacle is this ! ' Take the pre- 
sent price .of seed, and here is 25/. an acre) then ten 
quarters of oats,, then four or five. (and sometimes more) 
quarters of wheat : the fee simple of the land presently 
becomes a small consideration, when compared with the 
.value of the produce. Where will the .visionary theorists 
thai declaim and write against paring and burning, hide 
Jheir heads ? Hide them they must in this countryf 

* .Annals, xliv. p. 57. f AnnaUi, zrxvL 
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Improvement. — ^Mr. Poolet had ari allotment 6f tfic 
common, of whfch there were SOO acres, which he pared 
tod bamed, and sowed coleseed ; the croiJ, half a last 
an acre : he then sowed wheat, and got five quarters and 
a half an acrd; \Vheat a second tlrtic, five qbaitei's*.** 

** In fifteen enclosures In which Mr. Burton of Nor- 
folk has been Commissioner, there ard 10,800 iCres of 
common land ; about half converted to arable, aiid pr6- 
per for the five-shift husbandry. One thousalid acres f6r 
wheat, producing . 5000 coombs, at 24/. 6000/.: 1000 
barley, 8000 coombs, at 12/< 4800/. \ lOOO, Oats second 
crop after wheat, 8000 coombs, at VO/i 4000/. j 1000 
acres of turnips will feed SOO butloclti or dows, which 
will play for the turnips only, 5/. a head, or S50()/. ; aitd 
' 1000 acres of grass, with the offal turnips, will feed 4000 
• sheep in winter, tod fattened by a pat-t of the new liy 
grass to be off by June. The sheep, for the turnips and 
grass, will pay dOOOA : there remains 5000 acres of pas* 
ture^ which will support 500 bullocks, bringing them fot« 
ward for turnips to S/. per head, or 1500/.: and there 
may also be summer-kept 4000 sheep, which, with wool 
and profit on carcass will pay 2000/« And besides all 
thisi 200 cows at 6/. or 1200A 



Wheat, eoOO 

^ Barley, . — .M-.;....,^-............*...,... 4800 

Oats, .................. .............. 400a 

fiiillocks^ .•.M......M......M«#.....«....M... 8500 

Sheep, ....... .............................. 90eO» 

Bullocks, ...... 4.... ...•.•..•.•••.....M.....M 1500 

Sheep, tf*......................................... 3000 

Cows ... 1200 



;f.25,000 



* ABDalty zUv«p. 187. 

»2 «Thci^ 
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^ There MMf afan more linacfounted for ; SOOd 
acres of aralAe will take 200 horses io till it» wanting 
each 400 acres arable and pasturei 400 bf this for covi 
will gi^e 10 coombs a hohe, (dt SO #eeks, or 2000 
coomte : 150 acres remain for hay, which prodncing 200 
toni, will, with the bams, maintain them the winter;: 
and the 400 acres of pasture will support the 200 horses, 
with marei and coUs in summer. The xmph)ved rent on 
the 10,000 acres, is for a lease of 14 years, 7725/. The 
titlie, for 14 years, about 1500/. a year. Capital to stock, 
and improvement, abotit iO,000/. being additions to farms 
adjoining. The interest 500/. Labour for said lands, 
ihtinding harvest, 5006/. Seed corn, 2200/. Wear and 
tear — the blacksmith's will be about 566/. i wheelwright's 
about 100/. ; carpenter's 100/. ; small seeds, 300/. ; poor- 

, rates on an average at 5s. 1031/. 5/. ^ capital for 500 acres 
of pasture, €000/.; interest 300/. Cohtingeheies, &c. 

. may be estimated at 1000/. 

Tkhe, /.r50tf 
Interest of capital, on the arable, 500 
Labour, •••...«.••......•...•••.•.•..•.••...•.•.•.•.•• 5000 

Seed com, •UtM... 2200* 

Wear and tear, M a MM. .MM.. MM.. M MM 

Small seed, 1000 acres at 6/. SOO 

^.steSy •..••••••••■.•.••••..«••••.••••.«•••*•. M..M...M 1031 

Interest of capital, for pasture, ...M.t.M 30Q 

Contingencies, .mmm.m...mm....mmmm....... lOOO 

12,531 

Rent^ .m....mmmm..mUmm..m..mmmmmm..mm« 7725 

20,256 

Produce, m. m......mmm..mmmm...m.... 25,000 

Expenses, mmm;.m..m..m....mm. 20,256 

Profit, • ••#^MM..«.«.MMMMM .•*M.t»M#. M*..*MM*«. 
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^ This calafltHrtioiii which does Mr. ButtTOif credit, 
sets in a Tery clear ligl^t, the immense advantages which 
l^ave resulted fipQm the (ndome^ {n which 1^ has beea 
fipployed*.'' ^ 

Sayham and Qidngton.'^Enclojfed 1800^ 

f < One thousand si^ hundred affcs of ynrnmon, 
TI^^ hi^sbandry of hrealqii|[ up the common, is tcr 
plough qiice fttr peas^ qats, or cok ; the two foprmer all 
dihbledl. Then clay 60 load an acre, of 2^ busheb; and 
^dlowe^ for tumipsi ikua^ the commoq husbandry. 
It may be caku^ted that the first year there were eoo 
teres of oats t^id 600 of pease. 

JFar tie Jlrjf Tear. 
$00 acx«| of .qatSy s|re 15 coombs,, some brokf yp thi% 
year, 25. 

'pMS is 9000 ^:fKUnhs at 10/. 4500 O 

90Qacre^o^pemat5co|oi^,a^S^ 

£.6600 

V. Nq cole W9^^ ^ sown, hut ^ugf cannot get all 
fuAl In time fo|r oats and peas^, 

Sennd Ipeqr. 

iWO a^res qH cole, at 6 coombs, 2400 1 ^ ^ 

coombtat 

acres of wheat, after pease, »t 8 l ^ ^ 

caoombs, i8(K> at 84/. J 
VDftap^ of turnips, at SA 1800 0. 

;C.11,160 q 
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T6trd Tear. 



^00 acres of wheat, 6 coombs, 2400 




2890 Q 



1800 



8600 



£. 8280 



And this prodigious produA will 9tW in three yearS| 
from the culture xtf a common which toost certainly never 
produced 500/. in any one year, reckoning at the highest 
vrhich such indefinite returns as that of an unlimited 
cpmmon can be estimated at*.-" 

•* Very large wastes and commons still rcmahi in Salop. 
Amppg these,Clun forest deserves to be particularlynoriced. 
It contains about 12,000 acres. The uncultivated state pf 
zpany farips surrounding this magnificent waste, has been 
ijrged as anargument against itsenclosure. It is supposed the 
farmers have more land than they can cultivate, ^d that 
adding to their enclosed grounds, would increase the evil* 
However specious this reasoning may appear, it is not 
true. The existence of the unenclosed land, is the caustf 
of the surrounding farms beitig uncultivated, and there- 
fore their bad state js an additional motive for the enclo* 
sure.-- Whilst the common continues, the adjomtng 
farmers will, in general, consider their enclosed lands, 
prindpally, as' affording winter meat for their sheep, and 
that without care or culture ; and thehr time wiH contiifue 
to be taken up *in looking after their flocks." ' They tow 
pay their rents frpm the sale of wool ; but if the common 



• Nar/blk lUpprt, p. 156. 
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was holdcn in severalty, the profit of the wool may be 
continued or increased, with every other advantage of 
good husbandry, both to landlord and tenant. Whilst 
the common remains open, the landlords must be con- 
tent with a very inadequate rent for their enclosed land, 
and without any consideration for their right of com? 



inon*J 



* Salpp IUpgit» p.. 144. 




NO. Vlt. 




f^aites Enclosed in the first Forty Years 
present Majksty. 



Waste Land enclosed t>7 Ads irhich passed in the first 
(brty years of George III; • , 

BEDFORD* 

Podington, 842 

Lidlington, 250 

Odely •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4rOO 

Teinpsford, ...........t...'..........'. 500 

266 

Crawley, 248 

40 

^lougfaitony ••••••««•••••••••••«••••••••« 22^1 

Maulden^ 500 
Shefford, — 90 

Chalgrove, 80 

Caddington, .'•..•«.,^««« 832 

5and7 ^..J. :.mo^..-^. 1100^ 

tamdish, .V................ J.-..,,... 1 60 

Souldrop) 1 50 

5681 



9BRK$^ 
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BERKS, 



farringdony 
Uffington, . 
]Langfird| 
Chilton, 
ReflKnhaiDi 
Sparshoit, 



848 
1001 
207 
289 
86 
80Q 

9224 



BUCKS. 

Westbmy, 1507 

••••••• 252 

Stoke Goldkigton, 30 
Soulbury, spo 
Stoke Hammon, 429^ 
tiitchaiHy •-«^-«.«.— ••••^^-••f 524 

6H 
40 
. 800 
160 
SOO 
1089 
IM 
17* 



WandoWy cm*. 
Little Woolston, 
iVendoVer^ • 
Litde BrickhiU, 
Sherrington) 
XVingraTei 
Einbeitoni *« 
yTraisbury,. 



CoiapweUf 
Weston Colvill, 
March* 
Little Wilbraham^ 



5905 



ICQ 
888 
3400 
800 



hong 
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Long Stow, •^•M....!^..—^-— 200 
Ebworth, 1000 

ConnsDgton^ 450 

Mikop^ .—f— 441 

6779 

CHESHIRE. 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••a 

Kingsley» 905 

Rudbcath, 700 

Cristleton, 277 

Tarwin, ...^ 471 

Frodsham, -.•..^••..•...•k 1100 

Tuskenham, ^....-........k 200 

Macclesfield, 760 

" 4771 

CUMBERLAND^ 

^florresby, ammmmmmmmmmmmmmm* 1060 

Stapletop, 552 
Castle Sowerby, ...m,..— 4500 
Sebraham, «.,««m%«h*^.*— 2896 

Skeltoo* ••«••••••••••••• WASM ••••••••• 5000 

Bassenthwayte, 1810 
Greystock, 654 
Culgartb, 1600 
Carlisle, ....^•...4. 1800 

Bolton, ••• ••••«•••••••••••••••••••«••• 5178 

Farlam, . 2300 

Brampton, ••^..mmi^m«*«**^«*m..«.. 2000 
Irthingtpn, ••........•...•..••.•.•-•m. 3679 

MlUfield, 3600 
Upper aad Nether Benton, .... 2886 



DS&Br. 
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Hartshorn* ••••• ••••••••••••MM* •••••• 850 

Repton, ...«.«....«..>^M..«„,;..M. 6S6 

Darl»y, ,«..«..„„....„... m9 

Belper, »,.....».....«..„.......••.»... 696 

Stopc nh ill^ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••■•« 100 

Bnxton,, ••.•.•..•«.••—•—•••••—..•••— 900 

Bonsai, •••••••^•,— •— • ••••••••••••«• 1200 

Crick, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• SCO 

Killamarsh, 242 

North Wmg6e}(} and Stretton, 558 

Shirland, •••^•••••f^*«^ff«ff ■•••••• 

•Tibshelf, • •••••f ••^••••^^••••••••|**M«**»* S30 

3oIsover^ •••••••••••••••^••••••••••••••c 1599 

Ashovcr, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••A S68« 

Staveley, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••I 400 

Matlock, •••....-..^..^..M..----* 1719 

Stoney Middleton, •••••..••••••-— S68 

Bolstpne, «••...•.•.•—•.•••••-—•—•-. 98 

Morley, .••••-—•.•••..—..•«——••.••• 500 

^^arston^ •••••••••••••••••••^•^•^•^•••••••t 89 

Southwingfield, •••-••-—•—•—•• 25] 

Spondon, •-^^•— ^.^m-— ^•.•-••m* 471 

Parw|ck, .••-.^••^..-..•.•^.•-.- 927 

Dale and Stanton, •^••--— .-— 103 

Jieanor, ••••••••••••••••••••••^••^•••••a** 500 

Chaddesden, •..;••.-•-.•.,•-.-•. 211 

Stanleji ••••••••••••M^«tM«*«*Mf^*9«a*»«f^ 82 

Beightcmf ^•••••a ••♦♦•»•>•••• •••••• ••••••• 600 

Sdnngton, tmffff———M-»tt»t—,» 980 



EtwaO, 
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««tsiT«iinti(, 
Hintm Martett ...^..^..^..^^ 447 

sod 

]^ayj^wdct'9 —————— i wr if 991 

{forhami .m..— 870 

Evfnwoody ..•...•^*.....«.^..^.*M... 2007 

Hcworthy 36S 

St. Oswald^ ••••«••••••••«••• ••••••••••••• 2oa 

Thomky, ... — i — ........ — 72a 

Srancepcth. ...^..............m....... 170^ 

Elvct, 400 

Manchester, .........J............... 20,00Q 

Homclifff ..•-M«...M...«........MM«.« 53 

Egleston, 80(X 

Holy Island, ••«M»«M#.m...M.«M«*««« 95Q 

Tweedmoiith, •.•••^•••••^•••••••••m!* 650 

56,589, 
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BSSSX. 

(Srest PamdoQf •«•••••••«•••••••• 150 

io9Si 

ciSnciisTEmsHiafi; 
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FremiiigtoD, IOI7 

Ayigarth, 617 

HaltonMoor, 100 

Baventwortb, ..^ 3200 > 

MUboroe, 1000 

Ba^ixaley, ^ 

Tttiista1e» 300 

Northoram, 460 

CHlcy, 1246 

Kitdwick, 4000 

Eodesfidd* 400 

ShteffieW^ 729 " 

WealoD, 1342 

GsBwdthorpe, iioo 

PflHtrfraa, S97 

KigUey,.. 5000 
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Aiitt6ndbutj^, iioft . 

Rods, 49/ 

Ecdeihidd, CM 

Loxlcy, 2480 

Leybarn, UOO . 

Rothwcll «0d 

%kcham, nod 

St. John Bevfcrlej, lOOrf. 

Womcfslcy, G«0 

Mcthley, i . . . 278 

Huddersfidd, 33d 

Sinnitigloh, . . lOflO 

Moor Monkton, 60O 

JCidwicke, Q60 

farkby Malzcard, 260d 

Kitklcy Moorside, I JM 

tcathcrstorie, 450 - 

Rightlidcs, ' 

YafForth, l^i 

Binglcy, ' 

Burnsale, . ' 

]birkiB, ^ 

Gi^glcswick, . ...I40d 

Brtimley, • ^7^ 

Ticktbn, .\-.ss * aa4 

Hottcm Bushel, . . 14aO " 

Sheffield, ^2l5ri 

foppax, 

Bilton, 400 

Anlaby, 17^5 

WcstAyton, 

Monk Triston, J 380 

Kirkbuni> tSCO 

Knottinglcy, MO 

Tbornborough, ^ 46o 
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Armlcy, , 1(55 

Marsbam^ 5000 

Whitby, 700 

Thksk, 1235 

Wakefield, IpOO 

Hoyland, 234 

Feliskirk, 550 

EUoughton, 894 

RufFord, 370 

Guiseley, 350 

OldMalton, 1020 

Kirk Ella, 104 

Kimberwaithe, 230 

Morfield, . . *. 424 

Berwick, 2159 

Selby, 734 

Womcrsley,. 176 

Sowerby, 400 

Kirkby Overblow, 80 

Sandal Magna, 570 

North Crossland, 1100 

Kirkheaton, ^ 521 

Leek, 726 

Birkin, 92 

Dalton, 194 

Skelmanthorp, 1 70 

Kearby, . . 242 

Thurstonland, 485 

Marton, 16O 

Tbolthorp, 904 



151,124 

Total, 559.942 



NO. VIU. 
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No. vm. 



Extent of the remaining Open Arable Fields^ 



Warvnch — 50,000 acres remained open in 1796. 
Oxford — ^Tbere remain above 100 parishes unenclosed. 
Buch — Contains 91)906 acres of common arable fieldsu 
By an estimate made (which however is menrSoned ou 
very insufficient authority), it is conjedlured that they 
amount in England to 4|600^000 acres. 



NO, 
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No. IX. 



jfduantage to Landlords by Enclosing. 



The following eDclosures have taken place about 
Spilsbvy &c.; among many others, Dalby^ twenty-eight 
years ago 5 Driby twenty; Langton forty; Tetford twenty- 
five ; Swayby ten ; Belleau ten ; Hay three ; Greetham 
three; Ashby Fuerorum five; High Toynton fifteen; 
also Ashby, East and West Keal, and Fulletsby^ in all 
which, upon an average, rents have trebled by enclo- 



Claypool, Beckington, and Doddington, have been 
enclosed since 1771 ; were 8/. an acre when open ; now 
18 J. 20/. and some more* 

** The country west of the great north road, to Wools- 
thorpe, Belvoir Castle, 8cc* all enclosed: a Lordship, 
which, 52 years ago, was 300/. a year, is now 1500/. a 
year. All these have been greatly improved in manage- 
ment, entirely by enclbsing; and especially in turnip 
and seeds, and the breeding of sheep, articles which have 
taken place only in enclosures! 



* Xincela Report, p. 84. f Lincoln Report, p. 88. 
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APPfiMDiX. 



^ Hicrfc arc other parishes, that I have been commis- 
Jioner for, which I have not an account of, owing to my 
books being from home. 

" Add to the improved annual value of 72,150/. 15/. lid. 
upon a moderate estimation, the annual produce of three 
times the rent; making, for the fens drainpd by the 
Witham, 127^130/. *, for the high-land old oiclosures 
89,321/. 1 4/. 6^/. together; for the whole, 210,451/. 14j. 6J. 
being the annual produce by cultivation. 

Upon this animating detail, I have only to remark, 
that the valuation of the improved rents was. that of the 
Commsssioners ; but the real rents, at this time, exceed 
it in many instances ; thus Holland fen is here reckoned . 
$it about 1/. Is. per acre, whereas the averiige is now, as 
appears by the minutes, about 27/. : but even if we sup- 
pose that no farther rise has taken place than here stated, 
it is a noble spectacle to see such a prodigious improve- 
ment eflfefted. The old rent is 4/, 6 J. per acre. The 
new rent is 15/. 8</* " 

VCAPITIJJUATJON. 





Qld Rent^ 


Mtw Rem. 




£. /. J. 


£. /. d. 




.050 


.... 2 




..010 


.... 10 


Ditto Lincoln, to beyond ; 


J 9 


.... 10 












10 




•.080 


o.. 1 




.. ? 6 


.... I 2 6 


Carry forward. 


£^ I 3 


£.5 12 6 



■ ■ ■ ■ ^ 

• X^coln Report p. fi7. 

? 3 Brooght 
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Dalby, Driby^ Langton, Tct-'\ 














ford« Swavbv^ Belleati% f 










15 




Hay, Grcetham, Ashby, f 
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ToyntoiijKcals, Fullctsby, -/ 














Mr. Parkinson^s table, ..••••••« 
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15 




Claypool, Beckington, Dod- 1 





8 





^ 


11» 
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dingtony ••••••••••••••••tfM.*M.«. J, 
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18 
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fiereral near Grimsthorpe, 
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6 








18 









10 
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^•15 


15 


8 



Tbe rise it therefore on an average, three and a half,r 
as appears on this table $ bnt there can be no doubt of the. 
tuc bein^ in h&y more considerable, for reasons already 
atated^ quadruple at least. 

The admir^bk! spirit with which enclosures hasf 
fpn^ on in this county* is a- saeciorable proof of tbe en« 
tightened energy whi<;h has pervaded it for ihifty years 
past*." 

, Abo^t Folkioglft3)f OTiany new as WcU as old. parlu" 
soentary enclosuce?^ of arable> opcDi and common fiddsf- 
the Improvement by wbkh have been very greats lands 
adapted to grass have beeiv bud down^^ and soma betier 

* Llncola Rq>ort, p. 8<». * ^ 

for. 
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feir th« plough have been broken up. At Odbomby^ the 
MMs at 10/. were raised to 17/. 6d. ; and several others in 
ttn equal proportioti. The produce vastly more consider-* 
uble. 1. Fallow; Wheat) and Beans; are now 
thanged to, 1. Turnips; 2. Barley; S. Clover; 4. 
Wheat. In some of these parishes, the old flocks of 
sheep, which w^e folded, and sold leaa^ are greatly in- 
creased in number, without foldings and sold fat*.'' 

The arable fields of Barton now lett, on an average^ 
at 20/. About the town, much more ; at a distance, less. 
The marsh land would now sell at 79/. an acre, near the 
town ; at a distance 40/. Some ploughed land, one mile 
from town, 40/. to 50/. an acre. Old enclosures near the 
town iOO/. an acre, for convenience. The common on 
the WoW, 12/. an acre. The parish, including every 
thing, may now be rented at, or worth 6000/. a year ; it 
was 2000/.; and all the tenants better satisfied than before; 
150 acres were given to the viqar fco: his small tithes; 
and 900 were assigned for great tithe, most conveniently 
ibr the impropriator. Many new farms, bams, &c. built^ 
and more building. 

The wheat before enclosing, two quarters on th^ 
customary measure of three-fifths statute ; the beans not 
more than two quarters i these crops are now changed to, 
1. Turnips, worth SO/.; 2. Barley, four quarters and t 
half ; 3. Clover, mown once, two loads per acre, worth 
50x. and a very fine after^ass of 10/. an acre; 4. Wheat, 
four quarters. There is wheat now in the field that will 
he five. They formerly carted their corn and manure 
<wo miles and a half. 

Horton was enclosed 20 years ago, and advanced 
irom 10/. to 20/. Winterton also from 10/. to 20/. 



♦ Luicoln Keport, p. 77, 



Coalby 




S 10 APPENDIX. 

♦ 

Coalby was ^enclosed forty years ago ; 800 acres, now letf 
at 700/. a year, about 17/« an acre. KilUngholm, en- 
closed about 20 years ago, was open clay arable, lett at 
4/, or Ss. an acre \ now 12/. or 13/. an acre*.'* . 

** Without looking minutely where tjie principal be- 
nefit of enclosure rests, there certainly a sufficient ba-^ 
bnce of advantage upon the whole, to warrant the strenu<7 
ous endeavours of every friend to mankind In forwarding 
them. It must be owned, a great deal of beauty is often 
spoiled by enclosures \ and it seems a pity to lose scenes 
of pure nature, in a country so artificial as that of South 
Britain. This applies chiefly to very large wastes; for in- 
stance, Ciun forest, is a fine specimen of smooth and ex- 
tended turf, with every variation of swelling banks and 
retired dingles \ but when it is considered bow little profit 
is produced to those who have a legal right in these wastes, 
or to the public at large; what a scope is given to industry 
by their enclosure ; and tl^t the poj^ulation of this coun- 
try seems to require an extended cultivation, the latter 
motives nmst preponderate. The expense of enclosing,, 
indeed, is often such, as to postpone the individual re- 
turn for some tin^e, but the public are immediate gainers ; 
and where that Is denied to the private persons con- 
cerned, their distant interest will still prove an ample 
reward to tlieir familiesf." 

iUSS OF RENTS. 

nr. PORTS. 

Surrey, — ^Upon the average of many commoa fields, rent$» 
12/. the tenants would, if enclosed, rt:adHj 

pay 1/. ♦j. 



• ^k»«ia« i4«j6>«^rt, p. 8ih f SaWp iltpoft, p. 145. 
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SEPORTf. 

Suffolk* — The parish of Coney Weston enclosed in I???* 
Rents doubled^ and the farmers much richer. 

Middlesex, — Stanweil) 500 acres of waste raised from no- 
thing to 20x. an acre, and the common fields from 
I4x. to 20/. 

Hants, — A considerable quantity of land enclosed, that was 
raised from 6/. to 12x. an acre. 

Warwick. — Open field rent 10/. 5 tho^iame enclosed 18/* 
. The expense has been on an average, when frugally 
managed, about 45/. an acre ; and the improvement 
one-third of the rent, after allowing interest for tha 
expenses. 

Cambridge. — ^The general average of the rent of the en- 
closed arable, compared with that of the open com- 
mon field arable, in the whole county, exceeds the 
latter in the proportion of 8/. per acre. In the 
two parishes, Childersley, which is enclosed, and 
Hardwicke, which remains in common field (and 
which parishes consist of a perfcdUy similar soili 
and are divided only by % hcdgc-row), the excess 
of produce appears to be great. 

€4 bushels of wheat, 16 ...m..^ 8 

86 ditto barley, 18 18 

36 ditto oats, 18 18 

20 ditto pease and beans, .... 8 ^ 12 

To which add the exemption from the rot, whicfai 
has desolated sheep-walks in most of the neighbour- 
ing parishes; whilst in Childersley and Ekiapwdl 
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o( which ate enclosed) not the least shadow <tf thi 
discafe has iliade its appearance. 



Tork, W. iE.->*-Lord Hawke had open land at &s. 9A 

which could lett enclosed at 20/. 
Cardigan* — Rents doubled by enclosing* 
Carmarthen* — Ditto. ^ 
JVmir^ijp.— Ditto. 
Derby. — ^Nearly doubled^ 
&i»rri£/.— More than tvro-thirdu, 
Nortlumpon. — Open arable from lls^6d*tO 30/* 
Hertfcrd.-^He^rlj doubled. 

Common field arable usually lies, respeding the IbtS 
of individuals, in so scattered and divided a state, that 
every operation oF tillage^ harvest, &c. is carried on at 
an expense considerably greater than in enclosures ; ths 
plough, the harrow, and the cart, travel a useless distance ( 
less land is pbughed, and less manure and corn carted i 
hence arises the necessity noticed in the minutes, of keep- 
ing more horses upon a given quantity of land, from 
which results great national loss. In moving from one 
piece to another, the horses and implements unavoidably 
trample much more land than in enclosed fields, which 
upon wet soils is a mischievous circumstance. But all 
these are trifling points, when compared with the fatal 
shackles under which every occupier, however anxious 
jpr improvement, is bound to the courses of crops en- 
tailed by custom on a common field. A regularly return- 
ing fallow, with one, two, or three erops of com i the 
beans, if any, finishing, instead of beginning the rota«> 
tion, exemplifies the whole system upon soils formed by 
nature for turnips, clover, and various other grasses. Dry 
chaik thinly covere4 with numerable oabii whore luxuriant 



JLeicester,^Ad'V2nce of rent from 8/. to 20/. 



crops 




of sainfbiD aiight be at comsiand: tffraip sands 
liadsr banrai £diows : fertile clays, that under grass would 
feed the largest oxeui. poisoned with water, and the crops 
thoaked with weeds : the landlord losing rent, the te- 
nant profit^ the poor without employment, and national 
pntiperity at stop. What system of barbarism can be 
greater, than that of obliging every farmer of a parish 
possessing soib perhaps totally diiFereot, all to cultivate 
in the same rotation i What a gross absurdity, to bind 
down in the fetters of custom ten intelligent men wiUing 
to adopt the improvements adapted toenclosui^, because 
one stupid feliow is obstinate for the praAice of his grand- 
father ( To give ignorance the power to limit knowledge, 
to render stupidity the measm*e of talents^ to chain down* 
industry to the non-exer^ons of indolence, and fix aa 
iasuperaUe bar, a perpetual exclusion, to all that energy 
of impiovement which has carried husbandry to pei^* 
fiedion by means of enclosure f Tet is all this done bjA 
the common-field system. 

To flocks that are kept in the open fields, feeding 
on stubbles^ baulks^ swampy confines and fallows, in si**' 
tuations void of all draining, the consequence is noto« 
"rious ; the profit is reduced to the mere fold, and that 
often insttfiicient to pay the almost periodical losses by 
rot and otherwise. The reports are almost uniform oA-. 
this subjeO. 

^ to common pastures, the minutes speak byt one 
language, and that so decisive, as to convince all but the 
most prejudiced and interested readers. The best soils, by' 
everstocking, are almost reduced to a par with the worst. 
The value of the food thus gained is so contemptible, thac 
the best fermers despise it too much even to accept it. An 
utter degradation and ruia of the breed of all the animals 
Aus supported-^distempers fer ever making a dreadful^ 



havock 
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havock^thepoor without indostrj — ^thc nutes ^noAnoit»^ 
betalth depraved — and morals destroyed. Such is theuni- 
form pifturc ; and a more wretched or melancholy one 
is hardly within the compass of imagination. What a 
spectacle, viewing it politically, to see the produce of' 
such immense traAs, amounting to millions of acres, mxnur 
in the national account ! 

To state the benefits that result from enclosing open 
arable fields and common pasture^, is to reverse the 
medal ; to see all their evils remedied, and all their ad- 
iraniages increased. By giving an exclusive property to 
the s^il, the proprietor has his industry unfettered i he is 
allowed to expend his capital ; he is permitted to apply his 
lands to whatever use will pay him best $ he neither bur-* 
dens his neighbour, nor is shackled by him: no barbarous 
Customs prohibit his exertions; his talents, his energy, and 
Kis capital, are free to be em{doy?d for his own benefit ; 
ke thrives, and national prosperity follows in his train. 

It is fair to estimate, in general, from the preceding 
notes, that the enclosing open arable fields advances 
the rent to double the old proportion, and tliis must be' 
esteemed a fail of great importance, for it implies double, 
treble, quadruple, and in some cases a much larger pro- 
portion, in the increase of produce, lessening in the ex« 
penses of cultivation, and* in consequence of both, a 
larger mass of commodities carried free to market : ad- 
vantages that are gained by a most useful employment #f 
hands, now perhaps next to idle, and an equally bene- 
ficial employment of capitals in the most important of all 
investments. The landlord doubles his income; the far- 
mer trebles his profit ; the labouring poor are mortf regu- 
larly employed, and better paid; and all those classes of the 
community that, reside in towus^ and support the manu^^ • 



ia£tare 
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faAore and commerce of the kingdom, receive supplies in 
their markets adequate to the advance they make in tbm 
prosperity and popular ion^f the nation. 

If such benefits flow from the enclosure of open arabl# 
fields, how much greater are those which result from con- 
verting common pasture into private property ! Arable 
lands must be of some value at present: they bear a rent, 
and some times a high rent : but pastures liable to the in- 
finite inconvenience of overstocking, floodingi want of 
draining, and a deficiency of every sort of improvement, 
have in innumerable instances proved to be of.no use 
whatever, but on the contrary a real nuisance and. mis- 
chief \ yet capable, by enclosure, of carrying a rent of 
from 10/ to 30/. an acre. This is so prodigious a benefit^ 
that it almost mocks the powers of calculation ; and when 
it is considered that the qiSantity of land thus worse than 
lost to the community is very great, and found spread 
through every county and even hundred of the kingdonv 
the magnitude of the objeft must be strongly impressed 
on every mind ; and the clearest convidlibu follow, that 
this is a business that ought not apy longer to be delayc<k 
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No. X. 
Ttihi. 

The stttt of tithes, in certain parishes examined. 

Bedfordshire, 

Milton Bryant, a com rent of 185/. 

Eaton, one-fifth of arable, and one-ninth pasture. 

Lidlington, on&'sixth arable, one-ninth grass and 

common. 
Marston, remains subjeA* 
Shelton, corn-rent, every man distinct. 
Dunton, one-fifth arable, one-ninth grass. 
Risely, one-fifth arable, one-ninth grass, one-twelfth 

wood. 

Hunts. 

Diddington, one-fifth arable, one-ninth grass. 
Raunds, one-fifth arable, one-ninth grass. 
Warboys, one-fifth arable, one-ninth grass. 
Ramsey, one-ninth grass. 
Spaldwick, one-fifth arable, one-ninth grass. 
• Sarham» one-sixth arable, one-ninth grass. 
Stonely, one-seventh of all. ^ 
Holywell, one-sixth arable, one-ninth grass. 
Alconbnry, one-fifth arable, one-ninth grass. 

Cambridgeshire, 

Marth, £/. Si. an acre oats \ 3/. Si. barley ; Sj. 
wheat} 5/. coleseed $ pasture 4i. Had a comir 

position 
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position by decree befiire for 7a 6i. for each 

common-right* 
Wimblington^oats 4/.; wheat and cole Ss^j pasture 
Barrington, remains subjefb. 
Long Stow, one-fifth arablci ooe-eighth grass, one^ 

tenth wood. 
Abington, 90 guineas, 
Morden Guildoni remains subjeft. 
Conington, one-fifth arable, one-eighth giaas, 
Elswortb, one-fifth arable, one-ninth grass.* 
Little Wilbr^iham, one-fifth araDle^ two*seventeentl]« 

grass. 
Carleton, corn-rent. ^ 
Weston ColviUe, land. 

SufoIL 

Coney Weston, remains subject ^ 
Bamingham, ditto. 
Pakefield, ditto, 
Gislam» ditto. 
Barton-miUs, land* 

Norfoli, 

Carleton, remains subjedl,, 

Banham, ditto. 

Win&rthing, ditto. 

Northwold, ditto. 

Hilborougb, land^ 

Fincham, remains subjeft. 

Barton, one-seventh of all. 

Shouldham, remains snbjedL 

EUingham, for five years, the common if not broken 

up 1/. and 2s. if ploughed : then subject 
Leshamj remains subjed. 

AshiUi 
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Ash!ll| remains subject. ' 

Little Dunham, ditto. 

Stifkcy, ditto. 

Heacham, ditto. 

Ringstead, ditto. 

Sedgeford, ditto. 

Dersingham, ditto* 

Brancaster, ditto. 

TitchwcU, ditto. 

Thoraham, ditto. 

Salthouse, ditto. 

Kelling, ditto. 

Hcwingham, ditto. 

Felthorpe, ditto. 

Marsham, ditto. 

Sayham, ditto. 

Ovington, ditto. 

Poringland, corn-rent equal to one-tenth of im^ 

proved value. 
Shropham, land. 
Bintry, remains subje£t. 
Twyford, ditto. 
Wallington, ditto. 
Cove, ditto. 
Elbow, ditto. 
Hethcrsct, ditto. 

Cran worth, common to pay is. 6rf. first ycarj 2/. 
• the second; 2s. 6d. the third; 3^. 6d. thi 
fourth : then remain siibje£l. 
Wreningham, land. 
Shottesham, remains subje£t. 
Old Buckenh, free before. 
Hockham, land. 
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Hants. 

Basingstoke, remains subje^lf. 
Ddihamy ditto. 

tn 24, land is giveii. 
a corn-rent. 
2, money per acre. 
2, Fixed money payment. 
42, remain subject. 
1, free befdre. 

*rdtal, 74 



^ The cultiVatioii of grass is increased, and is more at- 
tended to since the enclosure than com ; u f. oats and a 
species of Uarley, here called bigg % because corn crops 
tithe, grass ddes not — and it ii the opinion of the most 
intelligent pebons here, that nothing is io great a check 
to the imprbvetxient of land, or contributes so much to ad- 
vance the price of com, as the pre^nt niode of paying 
tithes. In btir fbrisK, which contains ten townships, aind 
is about 50 miles in circumference, within tlie last 20 
years the cdm tithes are diminished miore than two«third% 
^ery year produting less thati the former. A Vast quan- 
tity of the land i^ continued in grassy which would cer« 
tainly be ploughed, and to great advantage^ if the grand 
bbjeSion (tithe in kind), could be remo^edj aind a certain 
and permanent commutation for titfaeai lie established^ 

John WiLsoh, 

Minifttr of BiimhaU, Torlu 

Feiruarj 2Sti, ISOl.** 

t 
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A Cf^iW of Schedule ia which Corsia Award referiy 
cofdaiming the several yearly Corn^RcnUj or Sunis 
of Money ^payable to the Vicar for the tlsliUes of the 
respective Proprietors hereunder Kritlen. 

Communicated by Sir Gkorok O. Padl, Bart, 



1. \\ iilium Allen, 

V. Cliailcs Atwood, for hi^ frcrhofd, • 
'J. Ditto, tor his lcaj*ehoM, 

4. W iilium Barron, 

C harlos Droadstock, 

fi. fJe'TCc Uundy, • • • • • • 

7. Kli/iil.c*lh Cowlcr, 

U. .T'»lm Clark, . . .V. 

9. 'thii i^pfcst'ntativc« of Safah rlartc, 

ID. X'iuuLeili I)aivdi>\i'eUy 

11. Sonih Kduariis. 

iC. Hcni*> Koi^lcr ftnri William \\ illiaans, 

i::. J.imcs l eri'tb, 

I'l. Wiliiani Hawkins, t . 

K». iltnity lii^lini;, • 

l^i. 'I liomas IlulU, .... * 

17. .Tosiph IIjII, ti* 

18. WiUiam Jofl's> * 

Uh .tohn Jones, 

20. m-tha KemMr, . . - . / 

91. JKdm«iid Lerbuicc, 

22. Richard Lo\cTidjic, 

'2?i. 8amwel Lane, '• 

24. ^ohn J^unheit, home cfer^^c. 

Ditto, For ChiclwCii Crnft, 

2f). Thoman Pctibam, 

27. U'ljcchui'di-ward^'iMs, ftir ilie poors' } 

* Ip.iwl, ' " S 

2R. iiidwii itjtvftnliill, : j - • 

ya. Samuel Stone, 

:;(». A ntbrmr Scyinoiir, . . . ^ - . » • . . . . 

:n. Kli/abt'th Wood, 

Sy. W alw*f Wood, t'rcrhnld, 

33. Ditto, l<>a«ihold, 

34. hihn Whltp, • 

iKK IJcuiT CD. Yale, * 

1 otal, • . • • < 
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Gloucester, Afafch 14, i7g6. 



^ The Corse encIosi]r6 being now, I hope, completed,* 
the enclosed ia a copy of the schedule annexed to the 
award which is to regulate hereafter the payment of the 
com*rents to the vicar. I transmit it for yoar perusal, 
with but few comments of my own. It may however, 
afibrd some useful hints, and occasion salutary obsenra*-' 
tions from your comprehensive mind, while you are de* 
voting so much of your time and labotur towards perfeA* 
ing the General Enclosure Bill. 

" To the test of experience I cannot have recourse, for 
an opinion on the ntility of a genefol commutation of 
tithes for corn-rents ; but I hdve every reason to express 
my perfeft satisfaction with the present valuation of my 
corn-rent, which makes a connderable improvement (be^ 
tween 80/. and 40/.) beyond What I have hitherto re- 
ceived. The greatest harmony has as yet subsisted be« 
twixt me and my farmers, possibly because I made no 
alteration in their tithes. But I believe thilt harmony will 
never be disturbed ; for though they may complain of 
the present rise, they cannot reasonably appeal from the 
judgment of competent and impartial Commissioners. 
This is a matter of no small ^(Xisolation both to the pas« 
tor and his flock. You will observe great accuracy in the 
valuation of the Commissioners, for they descend so mi«- 
nutely as to mention quarts and pitiU, and afterwards re- 
duce it to haljpenci and farthings. It is npw fixed for 
ever, that every estate shall only pay according to its quota 
q{ com expressed in the schedule. For Instance, Mr. Thos. 
Hulls, who is the greatest proprietor, is charged with 
112 bushels one peck two quarts, which at the average 
pice of about 5/. IQd, per bushel, will be 33/. 4/. 7 J. for 



q2 



the 
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the next period of 14 years ; althotigh his estate should 
be brought hereafter to the highest pitch of cultivation, 
he will never be charged to the vicar with more than 
the above number of bushels. With those who are well- 
wishers to the Church Establishment, and consequently to 
the increase of the incomes of the Clergy with the ad- 
vance of other people's propertyi it may be a question 
whether the plan of Corse corn-rent will be produAive of 
that effect But should the average price hereafter exceed 
the lasti of 5s. \Qd. per bushel, my corn-rent will rise in 
value at the rate of 25/. l&r. &c. for every shilling of ad* 
Vance in the price of corn. Time alone however must 
dei&ide the point. 

" I am happy that the Legislature has adopted your 
idea, in the clauses to enable, ha not to compel^ the Clergy 
and lay impropriators to commute the tithef. All com- 
pulsory measures, at this time particularly, tend to alarm, 
while the same end wiU be answered, if it be left to the 
slow operations of individuals. 



I have the Honour to be» 

SIR GEORGE, 

Your most obliged and most devoted 
*^ humble servant. 
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No- XI. 
Culture of WheaU 



Counties. Enciofurti. Total Acvw Aarrs Endoted 







Enclosed. 


Wheat not 
returned. 


Bcd^oixly ••«•••••••••*•• 


37 


61,422 


5783 




12 


19,662 


773 


Bucksy 


47 


66,222 


5805 


Cambridge} 


16 


30,114 


6250 


ObcstcTy •••••••••••••••••• 


11 


5114^ 


•••• 


Cumberland} •••••«•••••• 


13 


37,363 


•••• 


JDcrby^ •••••*••••••••••«••••• 


44 


37,154 


4856 


•X^orscty 


13 


10,986 


1146 


^3iirliam} •■•••••••••«•#•••• 


19 


34,865^ 


3388 


£sscX} •••••••••••••••••••••• 


3 


1343 


943 


Gloucester^ ••••*••••••••• 


52 


64,169 


5550 




16 


23,976 


7975 




10 


12,977 


6188 




3 


2250 


1450 




27 


44,694 


1470 


Lancashire} •••••••••••••• 


18 


22,926 


230Q 


XjCicesteT} •••••••••••••••• 


86 


125,776 


4399 


Lincoln^} •••••m*********** 


144 


287,416 


} 3,01 7 


MtiddleseX} •••••••« 


2 


987 


•••• 


INTorfolk} •••••••M«*««**««» 


47 


51,791 


6694 


Northamplon} 


93 


155,454 ' 


5700 


Northumberland} •••••• 


16 


39,965 ' 


1700 


Nottingham} 


68 
83 


90}2d6 


5872 
Oxfordj 
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Conntiei. 



Endoturet. Total Acrei. 



Acrn Endotcd, 
Wheat not 
returned. 





41 




zo,o90 








Of OV 




1 o 
12 




loUll 


Socncrscty •••••••••••••••••« 


5Q 


J a Oil 1 


oOQ 




zo 






Sufiolky ••••••••••••••••••• 




^118 


400 




3 


3528 


•«•• 


Sussex^ •••••«••«•••••••«•«• 


a 


2690 


••t» 


^^surwipky •••••»•••••••■•• 


52 


62,900 


7364 


Westmoreland, 


9 


1Q,3« 


410 




37 


56,835 


2101 


^^orcester, •«••••••••••«• 


31 


31,717 


6970 


^Torl^y •••«•••• •••••••••••f • 


218 


363,110 


e8,4($l 




13 


31,537 


13,283 




1213 


1,960,189 


192,538 



Coontiei. 


^crctof 


Acres of 


Acres 


Acrp 


Wheat 
l^efure 
Enclosing; 


Wheat 
since 
Enclcatn^. 


.Increased. 


Decreased. 




. 8666 


7509 


•••• 


1157 


Berks, 2900 


2778 


•••• 


122 




. 9868 


6571 


•••• 


3297 


Cambridge, 


. 3077 


2780 




297 






262 


262 


•••• 


Cumberland, 4 


866 


862 




IDerb^, 


2301 


2312 


911 


•••• 


X^orset, •••••••••• 


1321 


1340 


19 


•••• 




297 


1647 


1350 


•••• 


JBsscx, •••••••••••••• 80 


120 


40 




Gloucester, 


.. 8541 


8641 


100 


•••• 






2506 


236 


•••• 






1086 


4^4 


HereforcJ, 
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Google 
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Acres of 


Acret of 


Acres 


Arret 




Wheat 


Wheat 


Increated. 


Decreased. 




before 


« since 








£nclo6ia^. 


Snclonng'. 






Hereford, 


••••••• •••• 






•••• 






DDQ I 


478 


•••• 


Lancashire, 






188 




IjCicestcr, 


1(^173 




•••• 


3793 


Lincoln^ 


16,242 




3792 




MiddleseZf — . 


254 




•••• 


162 


Norfolk^ 2602 


4*01/1 


1999 




Northampton^ 19,923 


14.* m*? 




7587 


Korthomberland, 143 




246 


•••• 


^ottinghaiDy 


9219 






984 


Qxibrdf 


4882 


AT7fl 
* 1 i V 




112 


Rutland, 


>•«•• 908 


410 




498 








756 


•••• 








1312 




Stafford^ •••m— 


•••• 919 




463 




Snfiblk, ••M.M) 


160 


S70 


210 




Sturrcy, 


>^9» 240 


* ?so 


290 


•••• 


3n$scx, •••••••••« 


»•••«•• •••• 


^DvF 


260 


•••• 


Warwick, .-^i.* 


^ 8615 


6435 




2180 


Westmoreland 


, # •••• 


, 272 


«72 


••V 




^ 7765 


BS62 


507 


•••• 


Worcester, 


« 3075 


3610 


535 


•••• 


York, •••••••••• 


21,632 


34,159 


12,527 


•••• 


jVales, •••••••••• 


•« •••• 


515 


515 






155,572 


165,837 


28,654 


18,889 



ft* 



Acnt 
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Acres of Wheat increased or^ diminished by the Enclosure of 
Open Arable Fields. , 



BEDFORD. 






Puj&het. 


Date. 


Increase. 


Decrease. 




1765 


•••• 


ISO 


Felincrsluuny •••mm*«**.m«*«**« 


1765 


•••• 


IQ 




1768 


•••• 


32 


^UQClODy • • • •• ••••••••• •••••••••••••• 


1769 


25 


•••• 




1774 


55 


*••. 




1775 




60, 




1778 


•••• 


26 




1776 


• •M 


166 




1777 


• ••• 


50 




178S 


• ••• 


6Q 


Risely^ •••••••••••••«•••••••••••••••• 


1793 


• — f 


100 


Milton fiiy^uitf ••••••r«M*«M* 


1793 


.... 


40 




1764 




60 


Sedfordy •••••••••••mmmmma**** 


1795 


450 






1795 


*••• 


150 




1795 


50 


•••• 




1796 


••«• 


270 


^^siuldeny •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 


1 Toil 


a... 


20 




1796 


*••• 


U5 


3KeltoR} •■••••••••*•••••••••*•••••«• 


1796 




S8 




1797 




SO 


IDnntony •••••••^•••••••••••••••••b 


1797 


.'*** 


79 


Osnnpton^ •••••••••••••••••••••••• 


1797 


• •*. 


20 


Bedford, St. Mary, 


1797 


• •«• 


S4 


Cllialgrove, ••••••«•••••••••••••••'• 


1797 






Little Beckford, 


1798 




90 




J798 


(56 






1798 


17 


a... 








OrcrdeaB, 
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Bate. 


InereaM 






1800 


•••• 


150 


Souldfop^ •••••Mf ••••••••«•«••••• 


1800 


•••• 


IT 


BERKS. 








1770 


32 


••«« 




1772 


60 


*•«• 


Klinkiscyy •••••••••••••••••••••f 


1776 


\l70 


••«• 




1783 


•••• 




jShrivcDhani) •••••••• 


1789 








1793 


10 






I794f 


40 






1796 




40 


BUCKS. 






i3wSuiDOurnCf •••••••••••••«•••••• 


1 fOa 




STS 


^VaddesdoDi •••••••••••••••••••• 


1774 


•••• 


Ids 




1T66 


•••• 


264 




1766 


•••• 


55 


jSlislstoiiCy ••««f 


1767 


♦••• 


13 




1767 


20 


♦••• 


^^ou^hton^ ••«•••««•••••••••••••••• 


1768 


•••• 


si 


Ciiblin|[tony ••••••••••••••••••••ff 


1769 


•ff* 






1769 


•••• 


170 




1770 


65 


••M 




1771 . 


•••• 


1S5 




1771 


•••« 


150 




177S 


•••• 


80 




1774 


•••• 


80 




1776 


20 






1778 


•••• 


60 




1778 


•«•• 


50 




1778 


•••• 


9» 


^fcrtoOy •••MM ••••••••••• •••••••••• 


1779 


«••• 


I4» 




1781 




65 








Bowbrick- 
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M. 












Bate. 


Increase. 


. Dccreaae, 


Bovbrickhin^ ..^.^^ 




17S0 


•••• 


55 






1788 




60 


'iw'oficiock^ ••••••••••••••I 




178^ 




96 


Xak Woohton, 




1791 




36 






1793 


•••• 


90 






1794 




100 


iAkcicjr^ •«•••••«•••«•«••••« 




179* 




10 


S. CIaydoD» 




1795 




180 






17-95 




200 


Aston AbbofS) 




1795 


8 


•••• 


i. BrickbUI, 




1796 


50 




Grandborouglry •••••m 




1796 


•••• 


lOT 




1797 






ptoce Manaeviiie» 




1797 




iQ 


Wmg, 




1797 




5* 






1797 










1798 


8 






CAMBRIDGE* 






Abiogtony •M*»MM**M» 




1770 


40 


•••• 






1775 


SO • 




Weston Colville, 




1777 


2T0 








1791 


75 




SiHirc^^ ••••••••••*••••••«« 




1792 






Little WiibraTiam^ « 




1797 


130 


• ••• 


Great Wilbraham, 


»••••••••• 


I79r 


20 




SwaflFhafDy ••••»••••••••• 


»•••••«••■ 


1798 




100 


liOOg Stov^ ••••«•«••••«■ 




1798 


•••• 


84 




PEHBT. 








»•••»••••• 


1768 


»••• 


85 


]Reptoii^ ••••••'•#•*•••»••••• 




1766 


20 


•«•• 




••••••••• 


17^ 


* •««« 


4« 


Oclcbroolc) •••••*••••••••• 




177« 




40 



ShtrM 
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.Pamhci. Date. 

Shirlandt ^..-......^^^..-...^ 1777 

Weston^ 1786 

Melbourne, ...m-.^..^,,..... 1787 

1787 

Spondon, 1788 

Cunaston, •••••«•-*•••••—•—•• 1 789 

Doveridge, ' 1791 

Ilkeston, .^..^.•m. 1794 

Stwall, •••••••••••••••«•••••••••••••« 1797 

DORSET, 

I-angton, 1761 

Portesham, 1762 

Winfntli, ..•^..M..,..,^..^... 1768 

W. Enightoo, 1779 

Tolpudle, 1794 

Handley, 1796 

Hinton, 1797 

Gossage, • — . ^. 1797 

^^ykc, ••••••••••••••••••••••••••«• 1797 

DURHAM. 

Wolsingh: mj .-^•^-•^ 1769 

Bolam, . .... 1782 

Ryton, . i...... J 794, 

£SSEX. 

Parndon, ••••••••••••.^••^.m,,., 1795 

GLOUCESTER. 

Child Wickbam, ^.....o...... 1 763 

Stow, — — i7e5 

Hatherop, 175^ 

Haselton, 1755 

•(•<M<tM<»MWra<M«M«MM» 1766 



sss 



IncrcMe. 
25 



15 



30 

17 
50 



•••• 

20 



40 



SO 
iO 
40 
28 
15 
20 

ss 



40 

50 

27 
40 

20 



15 

157 



25 
25 
80 
20 
20 

Wiflersey, 
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Google 











Date 


Increase. 






1767 


••«• 




Jiibur^^ ••••••«• ••••M*^ 


1767 


40 






1769 


80 


•••» 




1769 


•••• 


I2« 




1770 




SO 




1771 


•••• 


SO 




1772 




lod 




1772 


50 






177S 






^^d^sitt^^i^^ 


1771 


10 






1774 


•••• 


60 




1775 


• ••• 


30 




1777 


30 


•••• 




1777 


213 


•••• 




1778 


15 






1779 




72 


.^kbllfl^tOflj ••••••••••••••••••••••^ 


1779 


100 


•••• 


^^oil^^cjr ( ^^D^ 


1780 


70 


•••• 




1782 


• ••• 


7" 




1786 




32 




1788 


20 


•»•• 




1789 


64 


•••• 


]Roc}l¥l28tOD| •••••••••«••••••*•*••• 


1792 • • 


•••• 


100 




1792 


36 






1793 


• ••• 


50 




1793 


50 


•••• 




1794 


•••• 


so 


St D. .................. 


1797 


20 


•••• 


Littie Comptony ••••«««mm»*« 


1794 


40 


•••• 


Lcffigbofoiighi •••••••••••••••••• 


1794 


40 


*^ 




1795 




IS 


•^^ttitnigi P« •^^••••^••••••••••••« 


1798 


70 
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Paiwhet. 














1774 ' 


46 




Hi^liclcrcy ••«••••••••••••••< 


»••••'•• 


1781 


40 




Upper Clatfordy 




1785 


•••fl 


601 


Upper Wallop^ 




1786 


S5 


••u 






1789 




#•»• 


SllipfeODy •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 


1792 


20 


•••• 


Mitchel-marsh, 




1796 


95 








1796 


•••• 


80 




h;brt9. 








1768 


80 


•«•« 




••••••• 


17^ 


10 


•••• 






177^ 




T 






17M 


84 


^. 




HfiRSFORD. 










1794 


40 


•••• 




HUNTS. 


• 






»•••««• 


1766 


77 








1767 




100 


tCimbokoD) •••••••••••••••1 




1769 




50 






1770 


10 








1772 




51 


Kin^s Ripton, .•.4^^, 




177« 


40 








1772 


50 




Little Stokeipy^ 




1778 


•••• 


47 






1774 


57 ' 




£UiiigtoDf ••^^••••••••••••••MM* 


1774 


• ••• 


1«0 




1779 




88 


Little Catwotth^ -•••••••1 




1780 




66 



••••••• ••••t*« A* •••••••• 1780 

* Womditch; 
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Date. 








1795 




lO 




1795 


175 




SomcrsluiDy 


1795 


90 




tiACOLN. 






^RTintrinflrliain. ^ 


1762 








1764 


•••• 


1 aj: 
140 




17M 


1 A 


•••• 




1764 


50 




xiccKiii^njii^ •••••••• ••••••M**** 


1 / o» 


80 




JEVUUlWvU^ •••••«•••«•••«§••••••••• 


1766 


40 


•••• 




1765 


OA 




juiKDoruugn^ •••••••••MWlAw* 


1 1 OO 


«••• 


35 


Boiini) •••••••••••••••••■•••••••«•«•' 


I lOO 




350 


^^nflAoMb^y 


1766 


58 






1766 




50 


lik.iddmff^ODA — • ' — — — 


176tf 


40 


•••• 




1766 


1 AA 

IOb 




^fciVtOOj —w 


1767 


•••• 


35 




1767 


10 


•••• 


ty uuimsiii) ••••••«••••••«■•••«•«•«• 




OA 

zO 


•••• 




1768 


••4* 


100 


Threckinghani} •••••••••••••••• 


176S 


•••• 


SO 


A^orioiif •••••«••««••••«••••••«•••• 


1768 




100 


North Hickhaixiy 


1769 


1 A 
lO 


•••• 


rnghaniy •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 


1769 


•••• 


1 AA 

lOO 




1769 


35 




fiarnoldbyi 


1769 




•••• 




1769 


60 


•••• 




1770 


82 






1770 


52 


•••• 




1770 


•••• 


IS 


Boothby, 


1770 


57 





Winter- 



Digitized by 









Parishes. 


Bate. 








1 # IV 






Waddingtoiii 


1770 


SO 






1 / T 1 


165 




— ^ — ' 

oOUta IvCStOn^ ••••••••««••••«• 


Jl / f 1 






tV CSC ASnDji «••••••••••••••••• 


1771 








1 '7*70 






jjitne loyntoiiy ••••••«••••••• 


1 r rv 


14 






1 f rz 


20 




TV est naiton) •••••••••••••••••• 


1772 








177S 




««•• 




I f to 


ID 






1 1 /a 




ISO 




1 77<l 


5 


■ n* 




1775 


3 






177^ 


•••• 


2S 




1773 




10 


East K^l 


1 77ft 

I / to 




20 


Spndlingtoni 


177* 


10 






177» 


60 






1/1* 


50 


»— 






70 




vT cat lVC4Bt| •«•••«•«•«•«•••••«•••« 


177a 
lilt 




20 


J. linifCrlilllily 


1774. 

X 1 It 




120 






44 




V7UUUU¥| •••••••••«•«•«•••••••••••• 


l77fi 




10 


TTntAn 


177fi 

1 f (O 


79 






1 # ID 


S5 






177fi 




25 


ITtllirKvKMlm 




170 




Knmifiiytnn 

Ji^" tasAiicvwti^ •••••••••••••••••••• 


1777 




IS 




1777 


•••• 


9 


Ruskingtoiiy 


1778 


•••• 


50 




1778 


200 








Thimbkbf, 



ed by Google 



940 





Dtte. 


Increase. 


Dccrtaie* 




1778 


70 






1779 


••«• 


a*- 


S^ittlcby^ •••••••••••••••••••••••• 


1779 


20 


•••• 


SdnoingtoD) •••••«••••••.•. •••• 


1785 


•••• 


ss 




1786 


•••• 


78 


Oerrington, 


1787 




10 




1788 




246 




1789 


•••• 


84 




1791 


•••• 


276 


}^cttlctoii| •••••••••••••••••••••••• 


1791 




100 




1791 




35 




1792 




40 




1792 


•••• 


120 




1792 


• ••• 


42 




1793 


40 


•••• 


JkUington^ •••p^tf— 


1793 


35 


•••• 


Slcsi^ordy 


1794 


•••• 


60 




179^ 


20 


•••• 




1794. 


•••• 


50 


J'aldingworthy • 


1794. 


7 


••M 


Bcnningtorii - 


1794 


45 


• ••• 


Hagworthington, ...m*.... 


1795 


10 


•••• 




1795 


88 


• ••r 


Ropslc^i ••••••••«••••••••••••••••« 


1795 


109 


•••• 


liuddingtoni ••••• ••«•••• 


1796 


•••• 






1796 




10 




1797 




40 




1798 


40 


•••• 


LEICESTER. 








1761 




15 


Hungertoii) •••••••••••••• 


1762 


•••• 


SO 


Quorndon, 


1762 


n 


•••• 


N. Broughton, 


1764 


•••• 


10 
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Parishes. . 




Bate, 


Inoreaae. 


DecreMCb 


^^ctstonCj ••••••••••••• 




1764 


4 




South Stanton> ••••• 




17641 


•m4i 


50 


• 




1764 


•••• 


55 






1764 


18 




m 1 




1765 


70 


•••1 


North Kelworth^ . 




1765 




50 






1765 


6 


•••« 


jiougutoiii ;•«•••#•••• 


••••«•••••• 


1765 


•••• 


10 


■1 




1765 


•«•• 


110 


Liubcnhsun^ 




1766 


•••• 








1766 


4— 


20 






1766 


12 


•••• 


Courtesthorpey 




1766 




20 


Cosby ^ ••••••••••••«••«••« 




1767 




40 






1767 


•••• 


50 


Little Shepp^f •••m«««i«*m**« 


1768 


•••• 


50 




>••«•*<«• 


1769 


43 




Thurlaston^ ••••••••••• 


••••••••• 1« 


1769 




86 






1770 




110 






1770 




135 


Bottesfordi m*.*...**. 




1770 


170 


•••• 


Appleby^ ••••••••••••••• 




1771 


•••• 


200 






1771 




15 


Sproxton^ iM*******************;* 


1771 




27 






1771 




- 6o 


Skcffington^ •••••w** 




1772 


•••• 


32 






1772 




8 






1774 


•••• 


40 


Ibstocky ••••••••4 •••••••• 




1774 


•••• 


5S 






1776 


••M 


275 


Systoziy ••••<«im««««mm 




1777 


•«M 


84 


GilkcrtODy %um^m—*»^A 




ini 




120 


'Hsthcni} ••«f««»k«Mw«i 




1777 




84 






ft 




^ Castle 
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APPSMDI% 



Paritfaes. 


Date. 


Increue. 




Castle Donnittgton^ . 


1778 




(to 




..... 477» 








1779 




31 




1/79 




90 








48 




. . ■ r 1779 




20 








30Q 






14 










30 










*> * ■ J - < 






20 








175 








10 








50 








20 








193 








lis 








120 








10 









40 








150 








7^ 
















200 
















28 
















20 








115 








50 









So 









80 

















7^ 








Kmpton, 



Digitized by 



Partshei. Date., 

Koipton,, , 1797 

Swilhland, 1798 

NORTH A UPTON. 

Morton Pinkney, I IjGl 

Eydon, 1 17<5l 

Woodford, 1763 

WaYkwortb, 17^4 

Evcrdon, 1764 

Siokc Albany; 1764 

Newqharo, 1 764 

West kaddon, 1?64 

SyrcshatDf 176^ 

Wdlingbordugh, i765 

Dcnfora, 1765 

Long Buckley. 1765 

Harding Stohe^ ... I ijOi 

SprattoD, 1765 

Great D6dingt6h, 17^^ 

kingsthorp, .! 1768 

Sbcn£brd» 1766 

Preat Ozendon, 1767 

Would, 1767 

Cosgrove, ................ 1767 

Upper Middleton, A 1769 

Pattishill; 1770 

tiarls Burton, 177I 

Wddon Weston, 177I 

Aldwuicflc, I'fy2 

iing's Sutton, 177? 

j^asscoham, 177^*^ 

Mottlton, ij?^ 

Kewbottfe, 177a 

iickchurcb^ 1773 

East Haddoft', 1773 



d49 

r 

IncreaM. Dacrcaye, 
• ♦ 3-^ 
20 



29^ 



50 



60 



60 



i6i 
70 

38 
2Q 
8 

100 
15Q 

20 
30O 

30 
110 
^O 

.•^ 

140 

15 
178 

50 
145 

52 

100 
50 
2S 
44 
.•i 
18 
73 
68 

Htlitdob, 



Digitized by 



Google 



Parirfi^' Date* Incrcaue. Dicirtae. 

HcUcdon, 1774 

Stavcrton, 17/4 2Q4 

Grctton, 17/4 IS 

Warmingtou, 1774 90 

^otterspury, 1775 250 

Bi'aunston, 1775 60 

Cftnford. 177* 10 

Scaldwcll, 1775 00 

Crick, J 775 300 

Wccdon, 1776 ... »8e> 

Valgravc, 177^ ' J50 

Vctvcrtoffi, 1776 « 

Vardlcy, 4 177^^ 18 

toe^rough, : 177^ 

Clipston, ..: 1776 

Grafton, ^777 - 70 

kirtcalcy, 1777 «I 

Whilton, 1777 • • ^ 

Af^rsAskby; 177j[ ^ 

Wclford, 1777 • . 4^ 

tansor, 1777 ... » 

Rushdcn, 1778 300 

Harpolc, ..: 1778 100 

Htchroarsh, 1778 150 

Great Billing. • :.. *1778 lO 

Bulwick, ..; 1/78 68 

Korthamptort, 1778 20 

Barby. ' 1778 " 150 

tyficld 1778 160 

Maidford, • 1778 44 

iraybrook, . , 1778 . . 70 

Wootton, 1778 135 

Bdwdon. 1778 120 

Silgbrook, ..; 1779 20 

fladby, 1779 - SO 

MAtoa, 



Digitized by Google 









245 




Date* 


Increases Decreaie. 




1 TTrk 




40 


Ml icltn/irnt^ w 


1 7^0 




130 








90 


^3 an mm J. M^lfc 


1 'TQA 




48 




% 1 VQjTk 




100 




1 Tfil 




44 


Diy444 1 n<irt on 


1/82 




47 








10 


■A/ rw^ioc fr/\n 






50 


. t 


1 i/^ 




24 




1 


58 


• • 




1 Tnc 




36 








30 








^0 








55 








«2 








390 








15 




4- »798 


40 


^ ^ 












NOTTS. 










30 


* • 






20 




Xlm\ A^^^w% 


1766 


.74 


• • 




1769 




80 




1 ^7/^7 




35 




17^*7 




^^8 




I76fi 




35 




1 7^a 




70 




1 'vAo 




80 




1 7^n 




50 




1770 




17 




1770 


105 


• r 






200 








20 


• « 




113 




Hickllng. 



Digitized by 



2«6 








P>ri§hfff» 




Jncreue, Decrease, 


Hickliog, 


....... 1775 




26 


8autbweUj 


1 775 




'30 


SuttODf 


1776 




130 


ClareboroQgby 


1776 


9? 


• t 


Runfifld, 


.. . 1777 




" 




1^77 




80 


Slcaslev. 


1777 




30 


tf^^nthorpc, 


.... 1777 




10 


Kcrsalf 


1778 




25 


Orstoo^ 


1780 




3q 


BadcUff, 


1787 




40 


Arnoldy 


1780 


20 




Whatton, 


1780 




48 


North Gk^liDghain, 


1700 




25 


ColgravCj 


1700 


125 






1 702 


... 


22 


Sfts^brd^ 


....... 1702 


• t 


50 


GeddtnflT 


1702 






Orston, 


1703 




456 




1703 




30 


Willouehbv. . 


l703 




100 


\^oodboroagb^ 


. . 1705 


|00 






179^ 


• * 


143 




i7D5 








1795 




on 

30 




1795 


ou 


• . 






7 


• • 






• • 


1 12 




NOBFOLK. 






Snettisbam^ 


1762 


I5Q 


• • 




17^7 


35 






1774 




10 






200 


• • 
















Tbomhais^ 
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Pariahtt. Date. Increase. . DMreue. 

Thornham, 1794 60 . 

Sboaldham, 1794 82 

Danham^ 1795 49 

Biotrjr, 1795 12 

NOBTaUMBBBLANO. 

Corbridgc, 1776 93 

Hakwbist]e» 1783 70 

ElringtoD, 1784 10 

OXFORD, , 

Fringford, 1761 .. 48 

Mcrton, 1763 100 

Somerton, 1765 50 

Steeple Astoo, 1766 . . 30 

Westwell, 1770 60 * 

Cropedy, 1774 100 

Broadwdl, 1775 H 

Clcydon, 1775 .. 10 

Ambrosden, 1776 60 

Alkerton, i776 40 

Bointon, 1777 50 

Bucknel, 1779 40 

Strattoo, 1780 .. 60 

litdeTewer, J 793 10 

Melcorobe« 1793 .. 20 

Wcstcot, 1795 24 

Hampton, 1796 ... 15 

Mollington^ 17:7 - 25 

XelmscoU, 179® 50 

BVTLAND. 

miMardinc, 1762 26 

MantOD, 177a 100 

Osfcham, 177a TO 

Wing, 177:4 * 

K 4 Pmtooj 



\ 



Digitized by 





APPENDIX. 






Parishtt. 


Date. 


Increase. 


Demate.- 






«•«• 


SO 


Nftrmatitnn 


..•••••••.M. 1793 


•••• 


23 






•••• 


75 


Bisbrooky ••«••••••••.• 


M«»a#i«««»«* l79d 


•••• 


80 


Little Casterton, 




•••• 


46 








9Q 




SiLOP. 






j^oningtoni ••••••••••••••••• 1771 


27 








88 


•••• 




SOMERSET* 






E. and Q« Camel, 




•••• 


33 


Huish Episcopi) 




Oil 






STAFFORD. 










•••• 


800 




SUFFOLK* 






Cavenhaixi) 






»••• 


FuddenhaiDy 


»MM«^ ••••••• 1794^ 


50 


•••• 


.Little Barton, •••• 


>..«.-..M— 1796 


OA 

ov 


•••• 




SUSSEX* 






Ringmer, •••••«•••••••••••••••••• 1767 


180 


•••• 




WARWICK. 






Monk's Elirby, 


»••••«•••••••• 1761 


•••• 


S96 






•••• 


14« 


Grandborough, 




• M9 


120 






• ••• 


IS 






•m« 


50 






•••• . 


100 






66 



Bulking* 



Digitized by 



249 



Tarishes. 


Date. 


Incrtne. 


Decrease^ 


i>iiiKington9 ••••••• M»««*.«««««,*f 


1770 


•M« 


70 




1771 


•••« 


150 


Ol^vlLvlIly •«•••••••••••••••••••••••• 


1772S 


• M* 


44 




177S 


23 






1774 


•••• 


74 




1 /74f 




100 




1775 


•••• 


28 


^V^ool toil } •••■•«•••••••••••••••••• 


1775 




22 




1 /76 


MM 


58 




1778 


•••• 


SO 


vciidissc( y •••••••••••••••••••••• 


1779 


•••• 


lis 


xiorourj) •••«•••••••••••••••••••••• 


1779 


•••« 


90 




1781 




57 


J)iurtoii| JHI* 


178S 


•••• 


15 


T (^aIa h ?i 


1784 


•••• 


240 


K/iwuiuruy •••••••••••••••••••••••« 


1 /oo 


•••« 


100 




171*1 




140 




1791 


•«•• 


70 




179S 


•••• 


25 




1794 


«••• 


50 




1794 


•••• 


150 


£sitiii^toO| •••••••••••••••••••••••• 


1795 


•••• 


20 


l^fttlcy^ «••«•••••••••••«••••«••••••• 


1795 


70 


•••• 




1796 


•••« 


97 




1799 


•••• 




WILTS. 






Haddingtoiii ••••••••••»m«m«m« 


1766 


•••• 


SO 




1770 


•••• 


«0 




1771 




10 




1776 


•M» 


100 




1776 


—m 


40 




1777 


17 


•••• 



Futney; 



Digitized by 





Date. 


Increase. 






1778 


50 






1778 




119 




1779 


40 




C!!bislodioii } 


1779 


IDS 


•••• 




1783 


29 


•••• 




1785 


2S5 






1788 


40 


•••» 


J^GT^^Fldc^ ••••••• 


1789 




69 




1793 




10 


• SIvlCU^ •• • ^0 • • M •••••••• • 


1794 


2.5 






1795 


27 




OhcTonclsy •••«••«••••••««•«•••••• 


1797 


30 


•••• 


Alcaningf ^■^^•••.••••••^•••♦•*» 


1797 




•••• 




1798 




30 




1798 


•••• 


40 




1798 


%•«• 


so 




1799 




•••• 


WORCESTER. 








1763 


«5 






1765 


50 


mmmm 




1765 ' 


41 






1771 


20 




Bffosklwdkyy 


1771 


•••• 

• • 


60 


Slocklcyi 


1772 




55 


Upton Snodbui7> 


1774 


21 






1775 


48 


• ••• 




1775. 


10 






1779 


100 


•••• 




1788 


****. 


40 


IPttnustonCi .«•••••••• •••••«*«4|pt^« . 


1790 




«••« 



TORlC. 

BortOi^ Pidsea^ .MMMM-MtM 1761 74 

Sproatley^ 



Digitized by 







•831 




Date* 


Increase. 


Decfcase. 




1762 


•••• 


6i 


L/9\.€l| •^••••»«*«««a •••••••• ••••••• 


1762 




196 




1763 


50 






17fi4 

1 f 


200 






178A 


60 




1 l^opmniim i^sii fi ^ _^ ^_ 


1764 


80 




^%t*n n f 1 fi <T n *i in 

0l(lI]llUull«lU') •••••••••••••••••• 


J # 


230 




WW #f 


1765 


50 






17fi^ 


40 




f VSiUlI^ ••••••• •••••••••••••••«•••• 




65 










10 


Bcssin^bv. .••....m..^.... ........ 


1766 




60 




1766 


100 




A/lltno'flpp^. 


1767 


180 




Anston. ............................ 


1767 


2ft 




Hothatn. .......................... 


1768 




76 


»Mn%JtKlX JL^Ul •••••••••••••••••• 


176S 


73 




impin iin^tun. — ■ 


1768 




\50 




1768 


70 






1769 


67 






1769 ' 


* ***▼ 


80 




17AQ 




280 




1769 




215 


Jldxb^y •••••V** •••*•• •••••••••• 


1769 




4S 




1760 

X 1 w 




76 




1769 

X 9W 


52 






1769 


38 




C* Ousebunii t****.************ 


1770 


SOO 


•••• 


W» Hcssingtoiii ••••••*f««««**«« 


1770 


50 




SuttCFwicky ••••••»••«••••••«••••• 


1771 


60 


•••• 


ficciovdy • »< — f »— »— f — • > 


1771 


50 




^^cltoiif 


1771 


20 


MM 




1772 




so 



Digitized by 



252 AVPENmX. 








Date. 


Increase. 


DeefcaMa 


TcrrmgtOD^ •»••••••«#•••••••• 


1772 


SO 


• 


^^ckkWorthi •••••••■•••••••••«•••• 


1772 


20 




FxcstoDy •••••••••••«•••«•••••••«•••• 


1773 


270 


• •«• 


Agnes Burtony ••••••• 


1773 


•••• 


20 




1773 


200 


•••• 




177*^ 


»••• 


60 


SwiAtOIl| »••••••«••••*••••••••«•••« 


1774, 


SO 


« •••• 


(yflTtOD} ••••••••••••«•••■•«••••••••• 


177* 


100 




Goodxndnliaiiij •••••• ••••^••m* 


1775 


50 




l^Attl^nvCj •••*•«•••••••••••••••••• 


1776 


•••• 


100 




1776 


52 






1776 








1776 


61 




^^Toithorlyy^ ••••••••«••«•••••••••• 


1776 


60 




North Newbald) 


1777 


106 


W— 


J^itlcncrf 
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In biost of the following cues (in all where the returns 
admitted), it is an eta£l proportion to the a£faial result ; 
but in some, the expression^ used by the Clergy, are 
estimated ; such, for instance, as where rathei^ increased* 
or diminished, much^ t^nsidiraUe^ greatly s but whether 
in diminution or increase, the estimate made is moderate, 
taever exceeding half the standard sum of 20, and rarely 
feo much. 
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27 ditto. 
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l^cstmoreliind, •••••• 
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26 




S ditto. 
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^TorJC) •••••••*•••#••»«•*•• 


21 ditto^ 
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Average, 24?^ 



*• The number of milch cows kept in the village before 
enclosure, was not more than about 230 : they are now 
increased to S08. 

•« The Minbter of Parwick, Derby/* 



One thing, which had nearly escaped my inquiries^ 
is well to be noted* I am assived, by persons who were 
in business before the enclosure, and are so still, that 
one cow at present produces as many pounds of butter a» 
two did before ; . and that two sheep produce as muck 
wool as three did before (six or seven to a tod then, and 
now about four}. I am also informed, that when the 
field was open, not one cow, not one lamb, or sheep, or 
hog, was fatted for sale ; now, several cows are fatted 

every 
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t^eff year; manyscoi^ df lambs and of Amp (the largeit 
Ipart for the London market }^ and many hqgs and 
porkers. But it is said there are fewer hogs kept .now 
(wherei indeed, very few are kept) by the labourers than 
formerly. 

This parish being within 70 miles of London, and 
a turnpike road through it, by which butter, &c is sent 
woekly to the London market, there is a gmter indn<ie« 
m^nt to pasturage than would generally (it is presumed) 
be foond at the distance of 80 or 100 miles from the me* 
tropelis. 

^ Perhaps t have, In some respeAs, exceeded the 
direft pnrport of the printed questions; but it was 
thought, that the advantage or disadvantage of enclosings 
•which it may probably come within the wishes of t}ie 
Committee to ascertain, could not be estimated satisfac- 
torily without an account of the stock as well as of 
grain. 

** Ralph Churton, 

Re<5tof of Upper Mid41tton Cheney, NotliD|(haiiu 

24, 1801/' 

"Cows arc decreased from 270 to ISO; but this is 
more owing to the pernicious custom (too prevalent in 
this county) of the farmers ginng up their dairies, than 
to the enclosure of the commoi. The decrease of young 
neat stocky and of swine, are Doth to be attributed to the 
above cause. And, indeed, it is highly probable, that 
on true Investigation, this psi(ticc of giving up dairies^ 
will prove the foundation ofdl the evib under which thb 
nation is sufferings as it occasions the present eztrava- 
, gant price of butter and chese, and also of all kinds of 
butchers' meat ; and by :hus increasing the prfee fif 

• 2 necea* 
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liecessaricsi obEges the tradesman to raiie all eHheR 
article^ to answer the adcUtional expense of maintaining 
his familj. 

« Jos. White, 

vicar of Fottlden, Morfolk.'* 



* The number of cowi kept, is decreased above 
one half, or nearly two-thirds. This circumstance, I 
think, is not wholly to be ascribed to the efieft of the 
enclosure, as the spirit of reducing the dairies pervades 
the whole county ; and where no enclosures have of late 
taken place, there is as great a decrease in the number oT 
cows, in the last seven years, as in the parishes of ShottId« 
ham and Shouldham Thorpe : therefore, the probability 
is, that the same diminution of cows would have ensued^ 
had the enclosures not taken place. 

" Edw. Chaplin, 

Miomer of Shouldham, Norfolk* 



The abolition of dairies is of late become the pre 
vailing praftice ; and I an credibly informed, that above 
800 cows have been sold off, by different farmers, in the 
course of a few years, wiihin a small compass round this, 
town. 

« The Minister tf Tottcnhill, with West BriggSj^ 
" Norfolk.'' 



Before the enclosure, gutter was to be bought at 6 J. 
per pound, and milk at U per quart, and less : now 
milk is not to be had at rate, and butter not under 
l^iL per pound. 

" John Rislet, sen. 
. ' ' ^eaorof Tinjcwick, Bucln. 



« Feb. 21, 1801. 



The 
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^ The tota* number of cows in these parishes is dimi- 
ntshedi but in what proportion I cannot say ; and conse- 
quentljj such articles as depend on cows^ must be dimi« 
Dished also. The farmers find grazing more profitable 
than dairying, as being considerably less expensive ; but 
I have known the same farmer at one time graze^ and at 
another keep cows, just as markets altered. 

*^ James Ansdbll, 

« Vicar of Sbottesham, Norfolk.** 
I. 

In the mean time, the stock of cows is more thaa 
double I and the yield of butter, calves, hogs, and» 
finally, the fatting of the cows themselves, has produced 
a very material increase. In this point of view, the 
closure of the hamlet of Hardwick has been greatly bene* 
ficial to the community at large. 

W. H. WOODROFFB, 
Resident Curate of Hardwick. 

^Jaff. 19, 1801.'' 

Butter.^Ahout twelve dozen pounds were annually 
made, previous to the enclosure i there are now one 
thousand dozen pounds annually made. 

Charles Gardner, 

M K^etOT of Stoke Hammond, Bucks," 
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This inquiry will receive considerable light, by adding 
certain observations detailed by some of the officiating' 
Ministers. 

As potatoes are found a wholesome food, for both kogs 
and man, and as one acre of them would supply as much 
food as many acres of wheat, why should not the Legis- 
lature ena^, * That every farmer shall have an acre of 
land yearly producing potatoes, for every definite number 
of acres he has in all other cropping, under a certain suf« 
ficient penalty ?' 

•* Minister of March, Cambridge.** 



The decrease of wheat, 50 acres; — ^the decrease of 
beans, 220 acres ; — ^the increase of oats, 100 acres ; — the 
increase of barley, 30 acres; — the increase of cheese, 18 
tons i proportion, from 2 tons to 20 tons;— the increase 
of mutton, 44201b. ; proportion, from to 44201b. 
the increase of beef, 16801b. j proportion, from to 
16801b.; — the increase of wool, 156 tods; proportion, 
from 20 tods to 176 tods. 

" The Minister of Money Stanton, 
" Leicester." 



" The popular objedlion, whether well or ill founded, 
that by enclosures, arable land is converted to pasture, 
and the quantity of grain produced in the kingdom* is 
diminished, is no new complaint: it was one of the 
grievances touched upon by Alexander Nowell, in a 
sermon) before Queen Elizabeth, 1562, as appears by 
an account of the sermon in Caius College, Cambridge, 
MS. 1183; and I think Bishop Latimer sofRe where 
makes the same complaint. 

s 4f « In 
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*'In AicBs'sTypogr. ed. Herbert, p. 74^, is a pamphlet^ 
temp. Edw. VL wherein is shewn the decay of England, 
only by the great multitude of sheep, to the utter decay 
of householders' keeping, dearth of com, &c. 

f< lb. p. 1083, < Orders for the Relief and Stay of the 
present Dearth,' 1586, which were ordered to be exe- 
cuted again on like occasions, 1594, ib. p. 1087. 

* ^ Solace for this Hard Season; published by Occar 
sion of the Continuance of the Scarcity pf Com, Sfc/ 
1595, ib. p. 1423. 

* A Dietary ; being Ordinances for the Preventing of 
Dearths^ (In 1565), ib. p. 16141 

« * The new and admii-ablc Art of Setting Corn,' &c. 
1600, ib. p. 1210. 

Ralph Churton, 

^ Redtor of Upper Middlet^n Cheney, Nottinghaij^ 
^'Feb. 24, 1801.'^ 



Whatever doubts may have arose as to the vegetable, 
there is no question biit the animal diet is enlarged among 
ys, and that in far greater proportion th^n the vegetable 
can be supposed to be diminished. There is not sq large 
a quantity of land in tillage after enclosure, as there was 
before*, but whether the produce of wheat, rye, and 
barley, foUs greatly short of what it used to do, is still 
a question. The animal diet, and other conveniences 
of life appendant thereto, are certainly greatly increased, 
in the proportion of one to thirty. 

" Thos. Welch, 

Vicar of Pattishill^ Northampton." 



Before the enclosure, the formers reckon that they 
lost by the rpt, and other caiifes, about one in ten of 

their 
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^eir dieep annually} but since the e&closurei they assure 
pac they hav^ not lost op^ in twenty. 

" Wm. Rose, 

Re<5h>r of Whilton, Northampton.*' 



" The Increase of food for man and beast by the ^n- 
fcIosure> has been prodigious. Two-thirds of this {5arisb 
before was barren heath» fox-covers, and common. The 
best land was laid down, and the inferior is now under 
what is ca11e$} the up and down system of husbandry^ 
thstt is, laying down with seeds for a certaip number of 
years, and thcp breaking up again. 

" Thos. WjLKisrsoH, M. A» 
M Great BUUi||^, I'lorthampton.*' 



To which must be added, the great demand at Not* 
tingham for every produce of grass-land, owing to the 
greatly increased trade, opulence, and consequent luxury 
of the inhabitants. By the introduAion of artificial grasses, 
}ands that by our forefathers were thought totally unfit 
for any thing but porn, are so easily converted into sheep- 
^alks, &c, that unless, not only every facility, but every 
encouragement is given to the plough, grass will continue 
|o encroach upon it, till the consequences are even more 
filarming than they now are. 

James Herves, 

" Minister of Burton Joyce, 3cc. Nouinghanw 

^ Feh 2, 1801.'^ 



The decrease pf wheat, • ^ 55 

Ditto beans, m........ 200 

Increase of oats, •* , 75 

' Ditto t^arley, •*••«.•.•« m.. • ^ 5 



*^ The 
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^ .The increase of cheese is 18 ton»^ the proportion 
from two to twenty tons. 

" The increase of mutton^ 6210 lbs. the") ggjoj^, 
proportion from 0, to 3 

Ditto beef, 840 lbs. ditto ••„.»•.••••••»..••.•.....•.•• 840 lbs. 

Ditto wool, 150 tods, the proportion from *i 
20 tods to 

Joseph Cotman, 

** Re^or of Sharnford, Ldcetter.'^ 



As we have now no pease field, and no pulse is 
sown, we have, besides the superior crops of wheat 
before^montioned, many times over the quantity of barley 
and oats we had in the open-field state. The crops upon 
an average are, oats six quarters per acre, wheat four 
quarters, barley five quarters ; then the superior quantity 
and quality of herbage, on ground in good heart and 
well managed, enables to keep larger, much larger flocks 
of sheep, and of a better sort, and to send many scores 
of fat wethers, and some fat cows to market, not to men- 
tion lambs and wool, an article of good consideration. 
Cheese too, is an article not to be omitted, when we sum 
up the advantages of our enclosure. We send out aii- 
nually, more than 25 ton of cheese at 60/.per hundred 
on an average. 

The rents have not been advanced since the enclo- 
sure; they were then trebled without any one's complain- 
ing } have been always well paid ; and were they now 
raised 5s, or 6s» an acre, I verily think every one would 
agree to it without murmuring. Rents increased in such 
z proportion, and well and cheerfully paid, will furnish 
your calculators with work enough to calculate the ad- 
vantages of our enclosure. No one need be told that the 

fiurmer 
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iarmfr can hdire no other way to procure money to pay 
rent and very heavy taxest 'but by furnishing the giarkeU: 
with the necessaries of life. 

^' The Minister of Sasscote.'* 



Barley is very much increased as well as oats. Beam 
are very much decreased. 

Barley is increased three-fourths } there being sown 
before the ^nchMiure not more than 40 acres, and now 
firorti 150 to 160 acres. Oats are also increased in the 
same proportion* 

Beans have decreased in as great a proportion. 
There are also five times the quantity of potatoes; and, 
turnips have increased in a greater proportion. 

N. B. Taking a fair view upon the ^hole^ both be- 
fore, and since the enclosure, there is more grain since 
the enclosure brought to market; a. greater produce from 
sheep and young cattle, and considerably more than 
double the quantity of cheese made in the parish. A 
great deal of waste lands, &c. before the enclosure, the 
produce of which was but trifling, is now drained, and 
with proper cultivation, is become the finest land, and 
the greatest crops are got therefrom. And since the exo- 
neration from tithes, no person is more respefted than 
our clergyman, which was not formerly the case, and 
there is not nowa dissenter in the place. 

" Robert Tomlinsok, 

*♦ Curate of Orton, Leicester.** 



It is allowed by sdl, that xnore wheat in bulk and" 
quantity, is gtowo here now, than was grown before the 
^nclostfre. Sooi^ think 4 bushel of it docs not yield so 

much 
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noch flour as the open-field wheat did: theie are nice ob^ 
serveri; but all agree that anj deficiency in quality is 
abundantly made up in quantity* 

^ The Minister of Sasscote. 

Beef has increased in proportion of ten to one 
ihutton a hundred to one. 

About half the number of horses kept since the en- 
closure that there was before. 

" Wool increased more than a fifth part }~the produce 
of butter and cheese double \ — the increase of potatoes, 
thn bushels to one) — decrease of pigs one-half one* 
fifth of the quantity of beans s-*-ten times the quantity of 
oats \ — twice the quantity of barley one*tenth of the 
quantity of rye. 

Turnips, in the open-field state, none ; but now 
about 100 acres amiually. 
^ Decrease of gorse and fern, 200 acres. 

** ^^nister of Queenborough, Leicester.*' 



In faA, it appears that the produce of the whole pi^ 
rish is at least doubled, including in value the wheat crop, 
though the produce of wheal is not much increased, in 
consequence of the change of system in the agriculture of 
the parish ;' formerly only the best lands were sown with 
wheat after a summer-fallow; now, at least, one-third 
more in quantity is sown, principally on layers, either 
dibbledi or drilled But great part of the manure 
which was formerly applied to the wheat crop is now used 
for turnips, 

^ The 
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^ The difference of the quantity of wheat sowui in 
the aggrqptei is very little. 

Hbnrt Mook, 

Vkar of Chipptohaflit Cambri4(e«'' 



^ Rtnt. — ^Rent of the parish (Chippenham) before the 
enclosorey 1S0<V.$ after, and at present/ 2000/. The 
farmers were then in no good circumstances (except a rich 
onCf whQ had hb fortune from another source than 
farming) \ now all pay their rents well^ and make money. 

Sioee. 
6 coombs* , 
none. 

8i coombs; 
10 coombs. ' 

Before, the parish was all a bed of rubbish and 
weeds \ now, well cultivated in every respeft V 



^ The great increased difference will consist in artifi- 
cial grasses, and turnips, to carry stock, more particn^ 
larly sheep, which will be at least doubled ; and all the 
liand much more able to serve any emergency, as it 
annually be mending in ability to grow quantity ; where- 
as, by the old method, it was annually and gradually 
declining, from the quick succession of com crops. 

" D. Bercuer, B. D. 

^ Re<fh)r of Carlton cum Willinghaniy Cambridge-" 
f Annals, toL sUti. p. 50. 

Increasii* 



Produce; 

Bcfon the Enclotnrc. 
Wheats 5 coombs. 

Rye, 4 coombs. 

Barley, 4 coombs. 

Oats, 4 coombs. 
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^ LicreaseJ.'^OdtSf 5000 to 1 5 — beans, 500 to I 
rye, little or none grown j — ^barley, 40 to 1 . 

*^ Dimittisbed^^Be^stSf one-third; — horses, one-third ; 
—sheep, one half 1 — geese, 100 to 1. 



' Sam. Partridge, M. A. 

Vicv of Boitoii, LmcoKn." 



• Barley, 436 acres open field, at 2i qrs. per*) 
acre, 1090 qrs. at 25/. per qr ..3 

« Open Field. 

^ Barley, 580 acres enclosed, at qrs. per? ^ggg ^ 
acre, 15S0 qrs. at 25/. per qr. •••.•••.••••...•5 

Bollocks, 40, bred and sold at 4 years old, at 9/. 560 
pitto, 20, ditto at 3 ditto, at 61. 120 

Cows, 69 kept, produced each 6/. 414 



447 stone weight beef, 894 

Sheep, 1200 kept for folding (none fatted), 7 ^• 
and produced about 200 tods of wool, 5 

;^.1094 

Enchsei. 

mm yy ^ m^e a C24wintercd, at 7/. 168/,7 ^ 

•BuUocks,54fed, ) ^ , f 28i O 

^ 1 30summered, at 4/. 1 20/. > 

Pitto» 10 bred, and sold at 9/. 90 

Cows, 54 kept ; produce each) 6/. 204 O 

. . f 800 sold at 2/. ... ............I 600 

Sheep, ♦20f«««».{,30soldatI/.lS.. 180 

160 Iamb hogs, sold at 1/. 5/. 200 

1600 shorn ; produce, 400 tods wod, .mm....... 400 O 

981 slone weight mutton and beef, ^. 1962 
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« In the open field» 7S working honet ; the enclosed, 
5S working horses. 

^'Produce of Canwici: 





Open Field. 


Endoaed 










1425 


lOSO 




1362 


1662 


Cattle and sheep, 


1094 


1962 










;|f.8881 


4654 






sasi 



Total increase on enclosing, £*^*7S 



Open Field. 

Acret. Qn. Acres. Qf^ 

« Wheat, ...M......... 228 570 150 41f 

Barley, . 436 1090 380 1330 

Oats, •..M........**.^. 48 — 40 _ 

Pease, ... 80 — 60 

Tares, ...m..^..^..... 100 — — — 

Turnips, .............. 218 — 250 — 

Clover seeds. 

Fallow, 800 — — 

1410 1473 



H^htat. JBcr/gr. Jmmgi Oafs, Ptote. Tunifs, Bfrsa^ 
Food, 

Qn. Or*. Ctpfc Qft, grjw Acrtt, Ak 

Open field, 570 1090 447 160 180 £18 7S 
Enclosed, 412 1330 981 240 210 250 5S 

« Minister of Canwick, Lincoln.** 

r Though 
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Though there appears, however, to be a semiUd 
diminution in the growth of every species of grain in nty 
parish since the enclosure, it is perhaps not an efied pro-* 
duccd by the enclosurll but by the operation of other 
causes. The great prices which animal food has fetched 
of late years, perhaps tempted the farmer to convert a 
greater part of his lands than formerly, to raise the neces- 
saries for the subsistence of fattening catde, and to ap« 
ply a less portion of them to the production of bread-corn« 
It is at least evident, that in some adjoining parishes 
which are hot enclosed, but consist of common, and 
common fields, the produce of bread-corn of late years 
has diminished, and the growth of turnips and grass^ 
seeds greatly increased. 

" A. Sanderson, 

" Vicar of Cold Aston, Cipucetter.'*' 



^ Fat beasts increased in the proportion of five to one 9 
—sheep increased in the same proportion 5— dairy cows 
decreased in the proportion of four to one ; — fat hogs de- 
creased in the proportion of six to one ; — fat calves de«* 
creased in the proportion of four to one j — poultry de- 
creased in the proportion of one half 5 — weaned calves de- 
creased in the proportion of four to one potatoes in- 
creased in the proportion of nearly ten to one. 

" Philip Fisher, 
* Re<Stor of Elton, Huntingdon.* 



^ Enclfisingf in general, in iftf«//.*-Mr. Poolet has 
seen much of enclosing, and is clearly of opinion> that 
they have, upon the whole, been the cause of increaatng 
the food of mankind to an almost incalculable degree. 
Some landlords resist the plough too much, but still the 

benefit 
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benefit Wbeeti de^^isivei dn l be is sure titat tlie adVscii'^ 
tage to the public^ and to the t^ant, has been as great 
as it has been to the hiidtdrd. He knows -many open 
Icrdships in this co»nty» for which he would rather pay i 
£iir rent of 15/. or 20/. an acre for enclosed, than, have 
them in their present state for nothing, and shqdd make 
knore money. . His expression waa^ I should drink 
wine sooner th^n they can ale*.* *' 



Genera/ Oiservaiions.—^lT. Holmes, from the cXi» 
.petknc9 of so years, is convinced that the benefit the 
public, the farmer, and the kndlord, receives from etf-- 
doMires,- is immense; that the advantage is not to be cal- 
culated by the number of lire stock, or the number of 
litres sown with corn, but from the aggregate of mkny 
"circttmsttnces* Sheep before died of the rot, and no re- 
medy : they could not drain i the lands were drowned f(St 
want of ^omaeAed cut^ to carry off the water. Labour 
ijs savcdi w)iich was useless and unpdbduAive; six or * 
^gbt Jurves( men went a distance tP reap half an acre ; 
f hen another distance more or less to another bit ; lost 
time in examining which way to cut it walked about 
listlesslj, and lost foil half their timef." 



Gloiicefterihire* 

«* On the subje£k of enclosures much has already been 
taid^ and, ts some proof from f^A, of the advantages at* 
tcnding the system, on the Cotswolds, the following results 
arc given of a comparison between the present state of the 
hamlet of Eastington, in the parish of Korthleach, and 



* AnoaU, xliv. p. 189. 

T 
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^.£g\fi4i^f ,</Vl4>«^9rth|^aM^.ifl»a^ h i^ before the 

7be ffVUis^Sefnent of field land in the btter ttatt 
fr^ ^Vfwpfs)ij^^".dvit is, pne.ciop and fallow^ almw 

Avenge, produce wheat crop, 6 bushels per acrer 
' Jbarley ditto, 10 dhfo. 
oat's ditto, lO'ditto. 
About 60 acres of the ftllaw l g ^^j^^,, ^ ^ 
field was spwn with pease, J 

/'.^heep'brfdf SOO, and sold poor the second fear ac 
the lal^ter end ^ then called shearlings: stock of .tl^ fields 
was coi;i^qqentl7 400: wool produced from the same 
^ifter thp rate p£ eight fleeces to the tod. 
, B^sts bred, 20 in a season, and sold at diflSpreiit 
ages, a^er th^e years oi4/ sto^k in the fietUs, ^0 
Jji«ifis. 

^'Q^antitjf.of wheat, SOO acres, Produce, 150 qrs. 

bariey, 200 ditto, Ditto, 950 do. 
oats, SOO ditto, Ditto, 9^0 66. 
.pease, 60 ditto, Ditto, 40 do. 

Land in ^orn, 660 acres, Ditto, 690 qrs» 
w Wool of 400 sheep, 50 tod. 

Present State. 

' Average produce of wheat, 12 bushels per acre. 

barley, 22 ditto, 
oau, 24 ditto, 
pease, 16 ditto. 

^ Sheep bred annually 500 ; the same number sold an- 
nually fat. Yearly stock kept op 1500r Wool at the 

rat^ 
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rate of five fleeces to the tod. 100 beasts kept on tha 
same, and 60 sold to tlic tatf^tf. 

^ Qoantity of wheat sown^ SOO ..«• Produce, 450 
barlejr ditto> SOO Ditto, 885 
oMaadpeafi^do-SOO •••• Dittos 825 

Land prepared foff com^ 900 Ditto* 2100 

It is supposed that the oat and pea crops are in such 
proportion, as th^t the average produce of f)oth do not^ 
ttceed the average produce of barley. 



Be fir t iBt £$idtMre, After Stidonira. 

Wheat, 150 <ps» •••• ' 4S0 <jrs« •••• SOO ^irs* 

Barley, 250 do. 825,dp* .m* 575 do^u 

Oats and pease, 890 dp. 885 do* 5S5 do^<^^ 

690 2k)0 1410 

Wool, 50 tod, SOO tod, 250 tod. 

Sheep, none fed, 500, wfaidi estimated at 

80 lbs. each, add to the stock of inimal food 40,000 lbs. 
weight. 

Also 60 beasts, estimated at 560 lbs* each, givet 
32,600 lbs. of beef in aid of jhe markets. Rej^tal io 
favour of ths: landlord^ increasoi from 500/. to I4r6P/« 
per annum. 
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\ Management, two shifts, crop and £iIIow : 

Wheat jn)Q acres,, at .6 bushdt per acre, 150 qm. 

Barley .2pQ.ditto,^ at IQ ditto, 250 do. 

OatfJ 900. ditto, at 10 ditto, 250 do^ 
Pease on fidlow land called etchings : 

100 ditto, at 6(fitto, ...m^.^.^^ 70dow 

700 acres, 720 qrs. 

. « Sheep bred, 200. Full stock, 400. Wool at eight 
fleeces per tod. Six hundred iheep taken to agistmcnt^^ 
at 1/. per head. 

y ^ Ten beasts bredt and kept till four years old : ten 
sold yeariy, and forty taken to agistment, at Ss. per 
head. 

Jifiar Encbsurt. 

•••WhearsoWfi,390 acres, Pi'oduce,585 qrs# 
Bo-lcy ditto;* S90 ditto^ Ditto, 825 do. 
Pease £co^sdo.390 ditto* Ditto, 950 dp. 

• ' 1170 fiS60 ^ 

\ 700 720 before enclosure^^ 

470 acres added. 1640 qrs. 

• •^^hcep Wed annually, 1800; beasts ditto, 12. Sent 
f() market, several being bought in, 20. 

^' One thousand eight hundred sheep, at fire fleeces- 
per tod, prodtrce S60 tod, which adds 310 tod of wool 
after the enclosure*." 

Posterity, however, will scarcely believe, that the 
fxpenses of enclosing 1000 acres, without taking in the 

1 V. . • Corrfided Gloucnttr Report, p. 379t 

iubseti' 
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subsequent costs of fences and binldlngSj amounted to 
InSOO/. in the year 1795 ; which was the fiiA in the parish 
of Turley. Great as may be thefuture advantages of an 
enclosure^ this operates as an obstacle to the general adop« 
tion of the plan, it is probablci in the instance now re- 
ferred to, the fee-simple of the land in its waste state, 
would not h^ve much exceeded in -price the actual ex- 
penses incurred. With this heavy burden, However, at- 
tached to it, the change has been in favour df tlie land- 
lord, tenant, and public. Land which before was only 
valued for a few mberable sheep depastufed upon it, and 
often subjefl to the rot, is now in a state of profitable 
cultivation, eagerly rented at 80/. an acre, and adding 
20,000 bushels of com at least to the stock of the market 
annually, or some produce equal to it. In a recent enclo- 
sure of Staverton and B^ddington, the weight of expense, 
and complaints of delay,- have been considerably lightened 
and removed, being less than 20s. per acre, by trusting 
the management to one Commissioner, instead of three* 
Independent of expense, an advantage attends this mode 
in point of time, which mu^h recommends it : a single 
Commissioner having no one to consirit as to the tin^ of 
meeting, can proceed with the business whenever he 
pleases, and need not wait the convenience or slow deli<» 
factions of others. Iq the choice of this Commissioner, 
all parties, in proportion to their degree of interdst^ 
should have a voice, apd, if possible, be unanimously 
agreed ; and here perhaps lies the great difficulty of t)ie 
plan. As, however, so much public good depends upon 
it, any method of accomplishing it is better than noneV 

In the report of the examination undertsiken by order 
of the Bo»rd in ISOO, the result was similar, as will ap« 
pear by the following table. 

• Corre^d OIovccucv Rq>fiict, p. SI 
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Calculation of B^:nejit by Enclosing. 



TAILE I. 



Gcfieral Heads. ^ Hcnt'to KettPr^ft 

Landlord, to FyLrmer* 

. - ... .. . ... jf. 

First general head, 1000 acres rkhl \^^^ 

open fields, per acre,* •^^ \ . * ' 

Ditto, 10 yean* «ftpr cntlosure, 15a 7 .^^^ 

per acre, •••••••••••.•••M«*M*«M««*«******««a»i ^ 

Second general head, 1000 lacres open 

field land, of poof er nature, 4j. per > 200 SOp 

acre, ^•^^•••••••••••••h**********'***** •••• ^ 

Ditto, 10 ycsars after enclosure, 8x. per ? ^i^p 

acre, ••••••••••••••■•••••^•••••••••••••■•■« •••••••• 

Third genecal head, 1000 acres rich 1 |qq 210 

common pastures, 2/. per accc, 
Ditto, 1$ )fears after enclosure, \ ' 

per acpe, . ••••••••••••••••«•••••••••>••••••••••••• 

Fourth g^n^ral head, .1000 acres com- ^ 

snons, heaths, and moors, 1/. per I SO 



60 



Ditto, 10 years after enclosure, Si. 1 ^^q4 
per acre, • 



• The Advinugcf and DiiadYantagei of ^aclotiag Waste Lands, by * 
eonntry Oentlenumi p. 18. 
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c 




Horic* 
















Fint general ^iiuinclogf^^, iQp 


30.7 




Di^o^ jpnclQac4» ) pfM* XW • 






Secopd g«ii«nUJtMNi(l»|tnaicios^, 4fQ0 ' 


367 








; ^.455 ' 


TUriji general i^tead^ imen€)oso4» 






Dicto> endosedi •••••••••• •••••••• 100 


25 




Fourth general head, unenclosed^ 1 




70 


iDlkOj dM^Misd^ ••••#•••••••«••••••••••• '88$ ' 







■" Table hi. 



Cdieral Keadi. Vjiliieof 


Value of 


Total 




WjooI. 








^• 


£^ 




First general head, unendosecl/ 


50 


* 2350 


2400 


Ditto, enclosed, 


250 


1250 


1500 


Second general head,unenclosed, 


50 


1950 


2000 


^3itto, enclosed, ••••••••••••••••••••«••• 


100 ' 


^ 1700 


1800 


Third general head,' unenclosed. 


100 * 


^ S70 


470 


]piQ(o, enclosed, 


250 


1250 


1500 


Fottrth general head,unenclosed. 


90 


100 


190 




100 


1700 


« 1800* 



* The Advantagec aad Disadvantages of Enclosing Waste X^od , by 
A Couatrj Gentleman^ pp. 39, 69. 
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^ From hence it appears^ thaf the kiiu! of endonm 
which returns the greatest profits to th€ Ia»d«<mner» 
that of good» rich, common pastures ; and experience, I 
believe, verifies the calculation, ' though every one of 
t|ies« general heads, evep of bad open-field land» cel> 
rainlf gives htm a soiBcieitt premium to proceed. 

^On this consideration there can be no dispute, that it 
is the land-owner's interest to promdt0 enclosures ^ but if 
verily believe, the fmpropriatcr of • tithes reaps the 
greatest proportional benefits ) whlbt the small free-' 
holder, firom his expenses increasing tinivenallf to the 
smalhiess of his allotmcxit, undoubtedly receives the 
leastV' ^ 

^Gmerd JtecapHuUtm of Profit U ibe Lmu i m P ^ .^ 
Occupier. 

£. 

first headt X«andlord, 3<50 

Tenant, ... ISS 

. . 489 

Second head. Landlord, .... 100 
Tenant, ...^ 7C|, 

170 

Third head* X^indlord, •••«•••••••••••«•••••••«•••••••••• £50 

jCcnant, •••••••••••••••••••••^••••••••••••••a 260 

810 

Fourth bead* Xjandlord, •••■••••••••••••••••m************ S50 

Tenant, 810 

560 



* T)ie Advantages and DUadvantagn of Encloaiii^ Waste Lsadti by 
a CouatryOentlcSBaa, p. 84, 

"From 
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*^ i^roni this i*edApituIation it will appear, that the Oc- 
cupiers of land havd nothing to £ear from etidosing ; the 
profits from every one of these g«nd*al tarieties of it, i^e« 
turning a sufficient premium for the advance of labour 
and expense, which #nu8t fall on it for sdnie yeirs alfter 
the commencement, ^art of* whick ought uiicioubtedly 
to be paid by the land-owacxi-Jf the tenant is not assured 
bf a competent term of years to repay him : but I do ndt 
propose entering into th^ proportion which reason and 
necessity would exaA from each, the general cddcliisidn 
being my ortly considerafion*.'' 

On the whole, then,* I will ventiire t5 assert, that^ 
by the system of <iiicl6sing, the land-ownef* will increase 
the v§Iue bf htis lands; the farmer his profits; labour 
will b6 at teast'as plentiful, and provisioiis miich inore so : 
that, talcirfgfhem into consideration ih a national lights 
we haVe n6¥hihg to fear' from even a General Enclosure 
Bill, were '^ucli a thing prafficabk, as It neither tends td 
depopulate lio^ starvd us*.** 



* The Advanuges and Difadvantaget of Eocloiuig Waitt Landi, If 

A^CounlVy G^litleittatl,' pji. S9» TS. 
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No. 5ny. 

Enclosure A^s. 



' Pariiofttiniary Enehsures. 



17 Car. IL Malvern Chase. 
8 AmnE) Ropley. 

12 Anne^ Farmingtoxiy. Gloucester. 



1719 




2 


1740 


A 

• ••••4l%^0999. 


1720 


• M*M. 


s 


1741 


• •••••^^••0 


;721 


• JJi^ 


1 


1742 


•••••••••••• 5 


tin 


•••••••«•••• 


2 


1743 


••••••• •••• 7 


172S 


•«,••••»••••• 


S 


1744 


•••>••—•#• 1 


1724 




4 


1745 




1725 


•••••**••••• 


3 


1746 


•••••••••••• 


1727 




9 


1747 


••*••••••••• ' 5 


1728 


•••••••MM* 


6 


1748 


•••••M*V** 5 


1729 


•••••••••••» 


6 


1749 


•••••••••••• 2 


1730 




7 


1750 


5 


1731 


•••••••••••• 


9 


1751 


•••••••••••• 5 


1732 




5 


1752 


•••••••••••• 9 


17SS 


•••«••••••*# 


9 


1759 


•••••••■•••« 4 


1734 


•«•••••••••• 


-2 


1754 




1735 


••«••«•••••• 


4 


1755 


••••^•••••v 1 1 


1736 


•••••••MM* 


2 


1756 


•••^••••••a 2 1 


1737 




9 


17«7 


•••••«•••••• 14 


^738 




41 


175S 


•»••»••••••• 2^ 


1739 


•••«•••••••• 


ft 


1759 


•••••••••••f^ 94 














C|rf^ forward 


••♦••tf ■»»•••■»»»• 249 



Brought 



Digitized by 



1761 
1762 
1763 
1764 
1765 
1766 
.1767 
1768 
1769 
1770 
1771 
1T72 
1773 
177+ 
177S 
177« 
1777 
1778 
1779 

1780 
1781 
1789 
1783 
1784 
1785 
178B 
1787 
1788 
1789 
1790 
1791 
1792 
1793 
1794 

1795 
1796 



urottgns zorwiroi 



94» 
91 
20 
16 
37 



•••••••••••••••••••• 

—>y» 



•••••••••••MM 



••• •«««•••••• » • WMV 



•••«#••••••»••••■•» 

••••• ■•• •»•• • •• •• ••• 



•••«•••••*••• ••! 

•• •••••^•••^ ••■ •< 

••••••••••••••< 



68 
57 
48 
33 
69 
51 
63 
73 
63 
63 
59 
38 
55 
88 
61 
66, 

35' 
22 
17 
IS 
12 
82 
25 
21 

H 

"81 
83 
84 
35 
58 
73. 
76 
70 



•••••••••••••••• 

average, 58 



941 



tvenige» 80 



411 



14« 



288^ 
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ilPPEMDIX. 

- Broaght forward, 1885 

179? 
1799 

1800 •.•^^,^..^^....^..^....^..^M»^**.. 82 

1801 •-•••^k.w^f-.^^^.^.............., 49 

1802 158 

1803 92 

1804 52 

70* 

S589 



1775 5S,740 acres in 30 endonires. 

1776 75,800 ditto in 48 ditto. 

1777 .u..^^^. 91,933 ditto in 70 ditto. 

1778 ........... 31,238 ditto in Si ditto. 

1779 61,219 difto in 51 ditto. 

1780 50,847 4itto in .32 ditto. 

1781 21,184 ditto in 19 ditto. 

1782 14,507 dhto in IS ditto. 

1783 28,977 ditto in 13 ditto. 

1784. 15,117 ditto in. IS ditto. 

1785 ei,617 ditto in l# ditto. 

1786 2S,01 1 ditt^ in 20 ditto. 

48i,6*0 S78 



Not the whole } only those . in which the acres aJre ^ 
dfied. i 

^ • 

■crefc 
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Ettchiurt Bittt tverf .Tef jTflff *» . 



Ending anno I7S5 
1.745 

1766 
1775 
1785 
1786 



•••••••••••• 



' !98 

•..39 

. .«1 

iS12 

:471 

469 

*71.. . 



1761 

W(16,./9' years 706** ' 



.... ^ 

. 4- 

e 

• SI 

--.St 
' 7# - 



' I. 

:> 



Sfifhsures hf Countia^ \st Queen A^^gf^ U I'ltfl^i 









('■XaM*«qr 










Scdfbrdy 


17 


s&;o3t" 






7 


6,383 ■ 


' 2a 




SI 


W7.- 




Cambridge^. ^ »**f«f»* 


5 






CKcster^ ••^••f*»a« 


12 






7 




li 


6S 


. i;'4;9S5 






' 9 


r '..UStSS*.- 


•,. .• & 


Durham^ •••••••••••• 


26 


64,1 Ijl 






2 


1,022 


1 


Gloocesteri ^.^,t 


89 


51,471 




{lercfordi ftfm» 7 


S,SOO 




Carry fwrward, 825 


S07|59S 


121 




US 




Brovgb^ 
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Google 







Acres. 


Acres not 








specified* 


Brought ferwardf 


39S 


S07,59S 


121 


Hcit£sv4i , 


6 


8,082 


S 


HuntSp •••••»•«••••' 


10 


80»750 


6 




87 


S6,aai 


1 


I^dCCStCTf •••••••• 


117 .. 


161,80a 


- 18 


jLiincou^ •••••••••• 


15S 


S68,0ia 


19 


MiddlCKXf •••«•••• 


8 . 


s,sso 


S 


S^oriblkf •••••••••• 


87 


70,17J! 


16 




«7 


L57,MI& 


SO 


Nortliumberbnd^ 


50 


111,248 


— 




60 


108,54) 


19 


OzjofxHf •••••••••• 


34 


50,736 


S3 


Riitla]id> •«••«•• 


15 


SS,704 


S 




16 ' 


18,920 


2 


Soincrsctf •••••••«•• 


42 


44,986 


S 


-IfotttliAtti^oni •••• 


W 


19,762 


15 




S5 


85,646 


S 


^ttflEoUcf 


7 


7,501 


. 1 




S 


437 


I 




♦ 






38 


49,155 


SI 




2 


2,158 


11 




18 


S1,68t 


se' 




96 


«4,l-8* 


S6 




S65 


S38,757 


50 




1297 


1)992,360 


464 " 



i 
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Abu. 

Brought tonmdt 1^7 

Flint, ..«M«.^..«v.. 6 
Glamorgaa, 1 
Monmouth, 1 
Sbntgomery, ^.a* 4 
PemtMroke, 

ISIO 

' 466 



1776 

Acres conje£hired of the 
otherS) 



iUMK 
1,997|760 

750 
7tO 

8,626- 
8,450 



M« • M« VM*! 



the? 



811,108. 



Acmnoc 
fpedf&ed. 



1 
1 



2,027,356 46S 



2,838,464 



ASs failed during tie First Tears^ rf HU fteseni 





MAJESTr. 




Bedford, •m*»m««» 

. ... 


S9 


Gloucestershire, 


67 


Berkshire, •••m««« 


24 


Hants, ...MMMtM 


sa 


Bocks, •••MMM*** 


61 


Hevtfbrdshire, 


. V 


Cambridge, 


27 


Herts, cMMtiMMir 


1» 


Chester, •••m*«m« 


12 


Hunts, o#M«*M«M 


s« 


Cumberland, •••• 


20 




8» 


Derbyshire, 9t«M» 


iS9 


L^DCStershirei 


10ft 


Devonshire, ^m*** 


2 


I«incohi, ••tM««MM» 


2ia 


Dorsetshire) •••••• 


15 


Middlesex, m.m^ 





£)urham, ^mmmm^ 


23 


Norfolk, •••MMMM* 


70 




5 


Nofthan|itoni^ 


115 




U4 




NortlH 
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Korthumberhndy 


SI 




5 




88 




7 




67 


, IVtnfickt f ••••• 


64 




17 


Westmoreland 


IS 




2t 


1 i^^^ilts^ . . ••••••If 


57 




68 


iWorccsteTf 


50 


StaffbrdshiiSj* •••• 


40 




ao9 






•••••••••••• 


2S 



1845 



Jtdurns made to the Requisition ^the HanouraUe the Hcm^ 
of Comtnons^ 





•87 


Middlfsex^ ^•••ff 


4 




.12 




54 


Buck$» •••^••••a 


50 


Northampton, •••• 


90 


Cambridge^' •••• 


20 


Northumberland, 


16 


Chester^ •••••• 


11 




68 


Cumberland^ 


15 




45 


Derbyi •••-••• 


47 




15 


]DeToU| ^ •••••••• 


1 




Id 


Dorsetshire, 


13 


Somerset, •••^••••* 


55 


Durham, •••• 


21 


Staffordshire, •••• 


29 




S 


Suffolk, •••••••••••• 


10 


6)ouecster,' m*^ 


5S 


Surre^r, ••••••■••••• 


5 


Hants, ' '•^••••••' 


16 


^Sussex, •••••••••••••• 


3 


^creford^ '*•••••• 




Warwick, •••••••• 


is' 


Herts', •••••••••• 




Westitldydabd,'.... 


10 


Hunts," "••;';;••.' 
£idicashire^ •••• 


28 


^^ilts, •••••••••••••••• 


41 






3^ 
'23i' 


ii^icester, •••• 


85 




£incc(l0|' 'Mtit*** 

6; .../. 


145 




. • t 
14 










isM. 
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[lie First Private Bill Enchsure ever passed.'^ 

^ An AB fir Enc/mng Rcpley Commefts, in the County ^ 
Soutbsm^oMf and for tie Improvetncnt of the Otd dispark*d 
Park of Fambam^ in the Ceunties of Surry and Soattamp* 
ion fS. ANJJ& PrivaU Adsy No, 20 J. 

"Vyhereias there is a trad of groun^], called Ropicf 
CommonS) containing by estimation five hundred acres, 
more or less, parcel of the pianors of Bishops Sutton and 
Ropley, in the county of Southampton, in which the 
tenants of the same manours have the sole right of* com- 
monin^ and depasturing their cattle levant and couchant 
en their respe&ive tenements, parcel of the s;ime manors, 
exclusive of aU others whatsoever. And whereas the said 
Ropley Commons are at present of small annual value, 
but capable of impipovemcnt, in case the tenants of tho 
tame manors might have the liberty of enclosing, plough- 
ing, and sowing the same, and many poor people would 
be employed in making such improvements, which trill 
tend to the publick good* And whereas the tenants- of 
the said manours have agreed to divide and enclose the 
aid Ropley Commons, and to allot to every tenjmt of the 
said manours his due share and proportion, according to 
their respeftive interest and right of common therein } 
and that each and every on^ of them would accept and 
take such a proportion and share therein, as shall be set 
forth and allottef) by William Godwin, late of Ovington, 
in the said county of Southampton, yeoman, Richard 
Seawabd, late of Bishops Sutton, in the said county, yeo- 
man, and Henkt Whitear, of Lanh^im, in the parish of 
CMd Ahresfbrd, in the said county, yeoman, men indif- 
ferently defied and chosen by the said tenants, to divide 
and all()t the 9mc^ accor#ig to the sereiral interests and 



rights 




APPENDIX. 



rights aforesaid; and that each tenant m manner as 
dire£ted* skould fence and hedge in the share and divi- 
dend to him to be so allotted, and keep the fences so to 
l>e made in good repair, and for ever enjoy the parts sH 
to be respeftively allotted in severaltji and as parts of 
their respedive tenements, in respeft or right of which 
such parcels, allotments and dividends shall be made. 
And whereas the old dispark'd park of Farnham, in the 
counties 6f Surrey and Southampton, part of the Bishop- 
rick of Winchester^ is likewise capable of being grcati/ 
improved, in case tenants might have a certain interest 
therein, for their encouragement to make such improve* 
ments, which would aiao be for the puhlick good. And 
whereas a house, called the Lawday House, lately stand« 
ing in such park, was accidentally burnt down and con-' 
sumed : wherefore for the rebuilding of the same, and 
for the making such improvements as aforesaid, and fiov 
the encouragement of the said tenants therein, Jomathan' 
Lord Bishop of Winchester, the Warden and Fellows 
of Winchester Colledge, together with the tenants of the 
sai4 manours of Bishops Sutton and Ropley, do respec- 
ttTelyt *nd in most humble manner beseech Your Most 
^xcellei^t MiijESTY, that it may be enaAed, and be k 
enabled by the Queen*s Most Excellent Majesty, bf and 
ivith the advice ^nd consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons in this present Parliament as* 
sembled, and by the authority of the same^ that the cdm* 
xnons called Ropley Coiiim6nS| parcel of the manours of 
l&ishops Sutton and RopUyt in the coohty of So«ihamfN 
ton, shall on or before the twentieth day of December^ 
which shall be in the y^ of our LdlUb one diousaii4 
seven bundled and tdv be diirided and allotted by tht 
said William GonwiM, Richarp Sbav^amH ^ 
HENftT Whitbar, or the survivoili of thei*» Untd aad 
amen|st the said s^vesaA tenants m4 pCfSMl tc^tordlnf^to 

their 



Digitized by 



Google 
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their respeAivc interests and right of common appertain- 
ing to their respeAive tenements. And that each tenant 
of the said manours shall hold and enjoy hts share and 
party so to b« allotted, to, and with his respe^live tene- 
ment» as part of the same, and to have as great, and the 
same interest and estate, in the part so to be allotted, as 
as he and they respeAively now have in the respeAi ve tcnc* 
ments, to which, or in retptft whereof such allotments 
are to be made, and fence, hedge in, and enclose the same 
io SDch manner and proportion, as the said William" 
Godwin, Richard Seaward, and Henry Whitear^ 
4>r the survivors of them, shall at the making such allot- 
■lents, dire£t and appoint ; and that the aforesaid allot« 
SDem be in writing, and be inrolled in the courts of the 
said manours. And be it further enaAed by the author 
Tity aforesaid, that the said Lord Bishop of Winchejstei^ 
and his successors for the time being, shall and may from ' 
time to jime, and at all times hereafter, demise, lease, and ' 
grant all the said old dispark'd park to any person or peiw 
sons, for any term of years, not exceeding twenty^on^ « 
years, from the making thereof, reserving the annual 
lent of seventy pounds, to be paid half yearly for the^ 
samey and to continue payable^ during such lease, or de* 
mi«c» to the said Lord Bishop and his successors, Bishops 
of WiMCHBSTB&s saving to the Que£N*8 Most Excellent 
Sfejestyf her heir^aad successors, and to all4>tlier persons 
apd bgdys^litick their heirs and successors (other than 
the tenants of the said manours of Bishops Sutton an4 
'Bivficft and their heanr, and the said Bishop of Win^ 
<»«STBA and his successors^ and the said Warden and 
Fellows of Wioc^sier CoBec^ and tbek successors) alt 



snchestates»rigltts>aiid interests, as they, or any or either 
of jdbapi ksOt nmgh/L b^yc bad if this Aft had not been 



NO. 




500 



No. XV. 

Enclosure of Small Commons. 



Up©n this subjeft'Mr. Kent thus expresses himielf m 
m letter to the President of the Board. 

** The enclosing of comtnons, being so properly and 
urgently recomn)ended> as the best and most effeAuat 
means of providing against any-future deficiency of com, 
and keeping up a permanent stock adequate to the*con- 
sbmption of the country, the cheapest and most expedi- 
tious method of carrying that objeft into rxecution» 
ought of course to be immediately adopted. 

It has long been the wish vl ail persons tetcrested 
In coonmonsi to have a general aA of parliament passed^ 
Under the authority of which they might effcA these 
enclosures at less expense and trouble than now attends 
those undertakings. Though individuals would be tena- 
cious of property which they had long enjoycd> and 
doubtful as to* the value of what might be offered them 
as a compunction ih exchange, few would make ob- 
jeftion as to the value of an allotment of common^ as it 
would be a new addition to their estates, I am therefore 
0f opinion, that the most effeAutrf way to give A spirited 
stimulation to the objeA recommended by the Grand 
/ury of York, would be, to pass a general aA of pdrlia- 
ment, for the enclosing, allotting, and dividing of com- 
mons Wy, not' conneAing them with oommon Adds* 
Xbree parts out qf fourj qf the difficulties atten()ipgcti* 

plosing 
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dosing commons, -would by this means be avoided, and 
more than half the expenses saved. 
• In the ordinary business of an enclosurei there is a 
Soltcitori a Surveyor, and at least three acting Commis-*- 
siohers employed, and the business is seldom done At less 
than nine meetings } the first merely to qualify (as it is 
called) or swear themselves in. The second, to ascertain 
the boundaries and receive claims. The third, to make 
their valuation of the parish, and hearobje^ons to the 
claims. .The fourth, to set out roads, and hear objeAions 
to boundaries. The fifth, to examine the progress made 
by the Surveyor. The sixth, to shape out the allotments. 
The seventh, to hear objc^ons to the allotments. Tha 
eighth, to settle the award ; and the ninth, to execute it. 
These meetings are sometimes more, for want of due atten* 
tion in the claimants, which enhances the expense consider- 
ably ; and the charges occasioned by a general survey and 
valuation of the whole parish, are very heavy, and detei» 
proprietors from undertaking enclosures, which would! 
mot be tlie case if the business could be efFeOed in a 
shorter time, and at a less expense. To bring this about, 
I would propose, that the number of acting Commissipners 
^ould never exceed two, not only oh account of saving 
a third of the expense^ but because two men will always 
meet easier than three, and when met, will be more 
likely to apply to business than threej and more likely 
to continue and stay together than three ; but as it will 
fometimes, though not often, happen, that they will not 
bpth agreet. means must be had to settle any differences 
in opini<»n that may arise, which might be done by givu 
ing the two Commisssioners, or those who appointed them, 
» pomfir to call in a third man, as an umpire, to take into 
considcpiKim such matters as they . could not agree upon j 

*ttt 
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but not t<y go further into the business. Or perhaps it 
might have more weight with the country, if some per-* 
son, perfectly welt quaUfied for an umpire, was named 
in every county, by the Board of Agriculture, or ap^ 
proved or eleAed by the Grand Jury at the Assizes. 
This person should be respedable in his character, a real 
judge of land, and one to whom the profit of the busi-« 
ncss would not be a consideration. The office of a Soli*' 
citor, might, I conceive, be entirely done away, as the 
Surveyor, under the direftion of the Commbsioners, ac-* 
cording to a form that might be settkd, might keep an 
account of the proceedings, which should be ultimately 
di$i;estcd into a regular award, and when executed by thef 
Commissioners, registered with the clerk of the peace | 
and if done agreraUy to the provisions in the general 
aA of parliament, should have the effi^ of law, and be 
considered as binding to all parties concerned. But th^ 
greatest saving, would result from the mode to be esta^ 
blished in ascertaining the proportions of common which 
each proprietor of land and tenements would be entitled 
to: this should not be done by the expensive method 
of a survey and valuation of the whole parish, but merely 
from the assessment to the poor-rate, which should be 
first regulated at a vestry, sub^eA to soch alterations and 
amendments as the Commissioners, aAiog upon fhfii* ' 
oaths, should think themselves justified in making. This 
would so shorten the transaAions, that the whole bttsi« 
UC9S of enclosing a common, might be completed as well 
in three meetings as it is now in nine,, and I verily be« 
lieve as equitably. There might be many CommisrionerB 
offered, or proposed, but the two sboold be ehoMi by 
ballot, in which the lord of the manor, and the reRot 
or vicar, migltt have a double vote, or ftgrMorpropo^^ 
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tion if nccessarj : thi$ would tend to do away all appear* 
ance of influence, or partialitf, which it would be well to 
remove. 

If a plan of this sort were properly digesled, and. in^^ 
troduced to parliament, under the credit of the Board of 
Agriculture, it is to be hoped it would receive the sanc- 
tion of the Legislature! Mid would unquestionably be 
ad<^>ted to a very considerable extent, and have a happy 
effeft upon the country, particularly if the dergymanV 
portion be set out to him in land, suppose one-ninth parr, 
and the remainder of the common declared tithe kecf^ 

Mr. Chambeblis, of Cropredy, near Banbury, who has 
been a Commissioner in various enclosures, is of opinion, 
that to enclose commons of less than 200 or SOO acres, 
would not answer the expense, especially if the land i> 
poor. * 

Even in small' commons, consents are numerous, and 
he thinks the persons interested would not agree without 
great difficulties, which would require the common mode 
of proceeding adopted in the parliamentary method. 

That agreements even for the smallest commons, could 
not be procured, nor sittings held to ascertain rightS| 
without the attendance of a lawyer, which would be fol- 
lowed by a heavy expense, too great for small commons to 
pay. 

However small the commons, Conunissioners of knowo 
ability and integrity must be employed, and these living 
perhaps at a distance, would create an expense too heavf 
to answer on a small traA. If persons unused to the bu^ 
sinesi ^re employed; all would go to confusion, and 
(Expenses increase from other causes* Gomfuuioa^ 
4Mld not be got* 

DistinAioot are Ibood between land and wute 

imd, thoiugh bod|^%M piatHBye; aftd |b«s would, in the 
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liands of men not used to the business (while men used 
to it could not be paid) cri^ate difficukies. In common 
land there are always a certain number of common<>right9 
in the |ios$ession of certain persons^ arising from the pro- 
perty of land when not alienated from it -» but the com- 
mon-4*ighl is^sometimes sold from the laod» so as to belong 
to a person. who has no land at all. With these commons 
there are certain days for turning on and taking ofF, 
called breaking and lining* 

But on vMsie landf a man with three acres has a right 
to turn on as many cattle or sheep as another with. 
100 acres | and no. time of turning on or clearing laid 
down. 

Another soufce.of difficulty is, that common pastures 
are often conneAed with open arable fields; and then 
they must both be enclosed together, or the property, 
^ucli cut in pieces by successive operaticms* 
; Upon common fields, and pastures of great extent, all 
expenses now amounts fencles included, to 4/« or 4/. 10/< 
an acre (seven or eight years ago 3/. per acre): whatf 
therefore, would not the expense per acre be toti small 
common pastures ! < 

Rights of fuel cteat^ difficulties also. At Eiisham, fiva 
miles beyotid Oxford, 1000' acres of heath } the cottagers 
have the right of cutting bushes and furze, and taking 
them away- on their backs, as fuel to bt tlSed in their own 
houses ) but to use no cart, nor take any for sale. Such 
sigiits tti&y be found on small commons, and would occa-« 
sioh per plcxity« 

When ohft or two fatlmers nan' .the common, by usa^ 
Mce the^ood. they- would want to alh>t by the f^roBiee oS 
the right, others, who have right, but litr at a distaiice^ 
would .want the flight Ao govern theiidbtments. . . < ' 



- These are diftclllMi whiflv by cxpeiSanced Gomiut^ 



lioqew^, 




tffmmn* SOS 

iioners^ are gpimer ; bot sOchl men' cobid hot lH pkii 
by tiDtfllcoimnbos. • . .. , • t • . i • 

Soix^thm parishes lnt en c oU lfa|bn'jwiA w bModiiriet 
6r Kmits kjnoi^V and : perhai^ could' nor bb asceMlned' 
but by a trtal at taur. ' i <" ! ; 

If by employing meii «ijy6hntbbe<I ta flbr butihei^ 
expenses were lessened, appeah to the sessions wmUl'bt 
.«oki expensed thbs iniiiihred' intght bb ebti« 
sideraUe% ' • v.- 

For thete reiascAi^ Mr« ,6tiriM(icRtiit ^nAfii thitt 
small commbnis can separiitely be enclosed it WoMd be 
nccessfury to nniHe nmny 'ki one.aaieasiive^ by meaiiij of an 
inspector to bie appointedlir db' vUcb M))tftiMr thli^ de- 
presses .kkni^clfi- , • ' *' '1 
' ^ itbittk an/tnspe£)fi(aib et afithie iipok fiekb aBd: cii)mi^ 
idoiis ini eack 6ar«Bi7 inig^t'le^ 
Inddes ia tbe wai)r>or^i:k)Uirea.(! andtcrs judjgttbw #bdL 
tber itsiiq^ht bo'-ad^i^aUelCo* attempt the toctoBure bif if 
{iarUh or common o'l^' t^^^ the hispeAbr to'riepbit At Ibl^ 
)6wutjE;iparticahup&. .1 .w i . * ' < 'V 

Tiie:repmted.4ua»ttt7of opeis^etd.lEfltndEi m tbe^^j^^ 
fish, and what proportion thereof is arable, And wte 
^ropoflftion ^ass* :•. ».. n " •* 

. M Whatqmntity of e^tenon' pasturrlattdUistocI^ H 
tertaki tkMni and: iti cerUikir proportions ; and:Wfaab t^taa*" 
iity of Qomttmnxixar wtete'knds.conusonabie'atilll' tiflH^- 
attd.vichdifftLltim $ asd wteit iriy tfaat^tlts anvf pleMdtt 
io right of cdtoetaiotk tlkireoit. • ^- > < i 

. Theflhuatmil'atiddiitcnee of 4Ak 
4ftitl|iesi^ie&ka>te.ndmitnuai^ . i 

T. « The kbidtar mAK ittid atatebf Ad ipdhi. ' 

Whtf flie lord. thei^mancvi idbd whttt arci fds 
iigiies^ Midi tbotf 1^ otUm hawitf toumOit 

MlWrkiav : ,* 

- X ^'Wlicriief. 
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* f** Whcthcf the living it A rcftory or riciragei and.who 
the incumbent, ^vho the patron, and in what diocese. 

H .Wiicthor the propriecon of the open lands, and 
CommoRS are jimnenms |: an^- to ^ut do\rn the names of 
some of the principal ones, and the. name of the owner 
pf . rito impropriate i^be and- tithes of the livings if not 
a!r4ftoCT< ^? 

.n f< lit) learn whether ^anf attempt' hscs been made to 
get an to enclose ; and if such attempt hiis been made» 
let hmfn fdr What assigned oPpn^Kible season the .attempt 
jild notsticcexrd. 

• . .The reasons mhy nany enclosum'in contemplation 
i>aye not beesi carried isko cBie(t > > 

Because it would spoil fox-hunting, &c. ) 4)r, 
' r f^)The ^xskhiom dfemiands of the tithe ownsrs^' or ot 
4jb:lP\t»4cs ofijome other s{>edal intereats or fights in the 
J^iidsitejMrocbsed-: rwhen thi» happens to be the case> 
i Ibinki the .Board of •i^gricaltuf'e, or some other com^ 
^^toti Aoiiki decide*' - .1 

" The lands to be enclosed small in quantity or low in 
JKa^neiiOr pbrfaaps both, so'^as hot-likdif to answer the 
«|[)enfcesk t . t . . . 

" Proprietors not having money to pay the expensesj 
wl^tbe xiifiaulty and expense of raising it-*-an etisy 
wnpilfv^'^^binkt fay &power in the OMrimissiMers to sell 
jMtloflith0:eslatt> sufficient :io pay the expeMts. 
i:offo4^jiSsrcU}i sUvwill, iirpiqde amongst the proprietors. 

" The lavish expense of- Soiicitoim; Commissioners 
MfUmg itri^^ tdiertsriD^ londfSDOie iof them charging ibr 
time which the}C'hm not attend«d| aad other l^eavy ex^ 
penses, I tUM(»»blcve.d«tmedith<;owimof^-i^ open 
jblibifrom iMiy amci^ atraU. . . rtliifak>the Solicitpr*s bill 
iS.«mririMnrifiihmU. bo taxcd^. ^ that att the Commis^ 
sioners should on every day of their attendancei a^ aft4 
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date the book of minutes of their proceedings, and yeriff 
the same on oath if required, or else not be paid. 

The road dause in all modem enclosure a£b, brings 
on verj heavy expense in deep countries, where materials 
are scarce or distant ; in some parishes making the new 
roads have cost above 3000/. 



« J. C. 



w May 7, ISOO,** 
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Fences. 



Salop. 



I enclosed a small common a few years ago, without 
the expense of posts and rails. When the line of fen^ 
was marked out, a trench was dug of considerable width 
and depth. Strong bushes of hazlc, willow, hawthorn^ 
or whatever could be met with in a neighbouring wood» 
were planted in this trench. The loose soil was then 
placed to the roots, then a bank of turf was raised on 
both sides, rather higher than the soil adjoining the stems. 
By these means, the roots of the quick arc placed in cool * 
and moist soil ; the turfs on each side form rather a hol- 
low line, whereby the rain is direAed to the plants^ 
whereas, if a bank is mn(^ first, and the hedge planted 
afterwards, the roots have not the same quantity of loose 
soil to strike in, and what soil they have is dry ; so that 
many of the plants die, or do not thrive. When the 
fence was so far advanced, young hawthorns, or hollies, 
or their berries, were pot between the stems of the old- 
quick, the tops of which were then cut off, leaving 
them about a stake high, and these tops made bearding^ 
9. e. were stuck on the top of the turf bank, on each 
side, thickening the present fence, and protefting the 
future. 

•* Of between twoancl fhree miles of fencing made in 
C&ts manner, on very high ground, scarcely any plants 
£u)ed, though the age of them, and the rude manner in 
which, they were transplaittcdi J>y being stoclced out of 





M wd<Hl4*idyjbe distance of canjajp, pi^vtW ^WVf 
interrupiions^y frost ai^d snow, tcr (ti^if b^ij^S icp^toi^ 
were Tery. adverse circim»tfix>^s, ; As th^ value of T^Q9f. 
c^pice wood i» daily decliningi .1 look; upon thisf^ va^ 
}uabk iippropfjaltioD of it, wherever it can be doiK r ^ 
lot of gcDtmd'is dearod^ and anoUvpr is eacl^d*/' . . 

' ^ In' new enclosures, Mr. Irons of Mftvket-i^treci, 
banks double qokks and rails, and cleans for elg;^ yeaii^ 
when he engages to deliver up a cotnplete fenco, taking 
his rails away, for 10/. a rod. This is a valuable faA> for 
it fermsf a fkir estimate of eiqpense hi calctt)atfDlis«^f the 
profit and I6s9 of aew tmprotementsf.-' . - r* . 

Lincoliu 

Mr. Pa^Kiksok, in his business as a Como^issibher 
In many enclosures, has necessarily had a great oppor- 
tunity of seeing the result o^ various modes 'of * planting 
and securing quick v and when he enclosed his oWn 
estate at Asgarby, he pursued a Leices/rer method, with 
one fence of a very sihali trench,' planting the quick 
upon the 'surface of the field for the sako of moisfure j 
the other side in the same soil he nucie a double dirch» 
three" feet deep j "and the difFcrcncfc in the ' growth was 
very great j the former was as good at three 'jeari' a^ 
the other ak seven!.** " ' ' - ' > 

' :v ..' _ 

^ Stone walls are also used; fblf Vencei in sbm^ Ainii^ 
tions } the usual dimensions are t wo feet and a half at 

■ '-i^ ■ ' '-i ' «l ■ Mi ■■I N ■■■iii i .i . 

. t Hfn ford AgncultttrC| ^. 44.. 

t Uacob Report, p. 9L — - 
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bottom, fifteen pr^ttai indiet at top, oxA from fooy Mi 
four feet and « lialf high t about htelf 'up a row of 
thv6u^9S4[dnes are put| at the rate of tiinp or ten in a 
rood of teveik yards, and oft the top a coping of sqdsi 
or stones set edgeways ; the latter is preferable, pa bdng 
fhe more lasting, and* presenting a moi^ awfbl aspeft * 
4€ter the Highland sheep from attempting to le^ip them, 
The expense of making these* walls is from 5/. 6d. tck 
fo. fl^ a aood of seven ya»ls, for winniiig ^ w?|Uiag 
(he expense of lading depends on the distai|cet<!«-Twelye 
pr fourteen cartloads wiU do a rood*.*' 

Gates are made of Tacious forms,, but agree nearlf 
\a size, being generally eight • feet aini t h^lf wi<iCf 
from four and a half to five feet high, with five strong 
bars about three inches and a tu^f deep, and a weaker one 
f^ut ^^ m^h $qi^C| placed between \ht two ^wesf tt^rs. " 
'^hc ^gbter a gate is, especially tbp fore ps^t^ the better, 
provided it be su|ficieptly strong ; for fhis reason the top 
bar sbould be cofisi4ef at>)y stronger than fhe rest, as it is 
the mo^ lial;^c tp bf broken, especially where horses are 
])pept, if not made SQ hi|;]t\ ^^^^ ^^^7 cannot easily get 
their necks pyer it. T)ip, qftost approved form, is that re^ 
presented, Ftg, l.jpiqffh 

Hapgin^ g?tes, so as to h^ve a. proper fall or ten<n 
^en^^ to of tbcnise^ves, being little understood 
carpentefs, we hope t|^9 following UiceAipns for effcftin^ 
that purpose may 1^ acceptable. 

Having set the;pQst pg^ndicular, let a plumb line 

be dnt^n upqu i\\ op this line, ^t a proper height, 
jplapc (1{P !^9oi^ $0. that it may projeA three inches an^ 
aiialf fitfUQ4bcJiu^C.pf the pcisti and at a convenient disr» 
tance below th|s, plj^^e t^e lower hoolcDj^ o^e inch and 

M ■■ • . 

. . , I • Noitliiimbcr||i|^ Report, p. 57* 
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a half to. one sUc of the perpemltcuitr lioey mJt^^ror. 
jefting two inches from the face of the post ;. then pbos 
the top loop or eye two inches from the face of the 
hawtrce," anil the bottom loop three inches ^nd a half ; 
thus hung, the gate will have* a tendency t6 shot in every 
position. For if the weight of the gate he represented 
hj the line C D, Fig. 2, PiaU h this, by the icsoliitlon 
of forces, is resolvable into the other two, CE, ahd DB; 
the former representing that part of the weight whicb 
presses in a perpCndictdar position ) and the latter, thai 
part of the weight which presses in a horizontal- dii^c^diii 
and gives the gate a tendency to shut*/* 

. . ... .... ■ 

«« Walter TatVEirrAN, Esq. of Nether WiltwiJ 
shewed us a new mode of raising fifnces i— he erefts an 
earth mound fFig. 3, Phte I.) seveV feet wide at bottoinf 
A B, four feet wide at top 'C D, and ffve' fe^t high'-, otf 
the middle 'of the top he plants a row of quicks Q, iind 
on each side at two feet distance, pitts in' willow 
yfWf ah 'inch in diameter, and one and a half or twd 
feet long, doping* outwards, wMch -take root am) form V 
live fence, for the preservation of the quicks in klie 
middle* These stakes are at first bound t(]^ether by a 
kind eddertng) at the time we sarw them tlW/' hM 
been only two years done, of course no judgment coukl 
be formed, for some years to corner whethe)r it posstssed 
superior advantage to thq mode above described : it ap^ 
peared to us an experi'mcnft yet undetermined^* In'sdine 
situations, we are tncHned to belkrve, it may be Hry. b$e4 
ful, especiaHy hi coW, sofV, mavshy soils : whethei^ ft will 
be superior ^ wc sfilt entertain some doubts i' but ard 

persuaded, ih^t a full trial wilt be^given, by' tbie spirited 

1 - - - ■ - -'- - - 1 1 I , ' ■ 1 1 111. • : 

• HonhwaWrhnd Repurti p. iS^ 

' . improver 
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imj fr iw f*P is ihaking. the e^pcmjfamHf T^c expense 
ii 9/ 64/. pciE rood seven ^r^irds V • 

The fences mqst .g^ncraUy,v?c4 for new ai^osurest 
VC cafrtk^copunds ; at the base.pf which, and on the edge 
«f the ditc)^ out of whkh jthcy ar^ ra\scdy are planted the 
jgnicks, generally upon - a turned sod six inches high \ 
.which we thipk tpo low^ as we alwj^ys £nd the quicks 
jgrow . much .better when, panted t^ree so^s high, with 
,lhe thiqlcness of two .surface sods laid under their roo^s, 
•This i|& mf^t /cases douUc;i« and jn thin soils trebles, the 
sur&ce soil, and fionns a thick .bed of thp best earth for 
the roots of the quickjs to grpw in, as will be ntore clearly 
sew in. the annexed sketcl) of suych 9 feociCp J[ig. Piate 
\L where A is ^he, 4itch, four feet apd ;a half wi^e at 
Ipp; B C D the mounds i t||\e.baseBDy six feet wide ) 
end heigl^t C D,, fonr iee^^ iQ^ fhe quicks planted upon 
fbiee turned. sodS) least iif|£en inphc^ bigh, mthsufr 
IftCB |»ods mi spil twcjve ipches thick, under and behin4 
their TQOfts* 7^ expense of making t|^is kind , of ffsncci 
IS 1^, pc^ rood pf; seven yards, exclii^iye of quicks 
end railings. : * , 

The tjfi^cks should neyor be p^ted nearer each 
etbjer ijli^n nine inches, and ppon good land a foot^ 
.Qoickf fqur or five years oldt wit)i,strong clcf n sterns^ are 
^weys to be pre£erred to those lhat a^e younger an(| 
soiallei:* 

It is a CQStpoif in. so|7ie parts, to clip young quicks 
every year^ thi^ makes the fc^j^ce look negt and snugi 

it cbe^cks their growt^^ and keeps thens^ always weak 
jtk thestenit and, when ^ey grow old, open at bottom i 
irhile those that are }e£t to nature, g<tt strpng stems and 
side branches^ which by interweaving one with anotheri 

* Nprthumberitfid Rqmrt, p. 57. 

make 



Digitized by 



0VWOt3U ' Sl$ 

* 

make % tUck and iitipoietrable hedge, and if cut af pro* 
per intervals (of nine or ten year8)i will always mipn^iq 
iti mperiority, over thoH that have been dipjped bom 
their first planting. In poinjt iOf profit^ and of labouf 
«aved| there is no comparison ; an^ for beautyi we prefer 
iiature, and think a luxuriant hawthorn in full bloom, or 
Jaden with its ripened frutty is a more plqisingy enliven^ 
ingi and gratifying objeA, than the stiff jforip^ji sitaiene$| 
produced by the shears of a gardener*." 



Herejird. 

^ But perhaps it would be a material improvement 
this very useftij practice, if the plants were permitted to 
remain in the nursery in rows disatant one yard from each 
ether, until they become of a size which would make an 
immediate fe^ce, and require no protefiion. The enot* 
latxw expense of posts and raib wobld thus be saved, and 
(the plants would thmu, with at least as much certainty; 
as if they had bcm tet^tz younger agef.** 

In these sevieral Norfbik enclosiires,' the fences con^ 
aist of a ditch four feet wide, and three deep, the quick 
laid into the bank, and a dead bu4i hedge, made at the 
4op.*->£xpe»ses : " • ! ' '• 

/ ■•.': , 

Digging, ba»kiai^ and planting, ^ ^ . 

Bnsbe^ a load 90/. does near SOO rodi^ 

Quick, —#..>..>^f ■»i ^ i ^ t M i»*t**tf Q' Ci 

8 OJ? 

* NoctlnBDilMriaDdl Report^ ^ 99^ 

• ^^^^^^^^^ A^^J^^J^^^^^ ^ J/* 
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Mr. ReeYEi of Wighton, in forming oevr fences^ 
gives a complete summer-fallow to the lines where the 
qmdss are to be set^ and dresses the land with a good 
compost : and instead of leaving the b^k in a sharp 
angle at top^ he flattens xt, to retain the moisttire V 



^Ttk dimensions of the Cotswold fence waH is twcntj^ 
six inches at the base ; eighteen inches at the coping } 
and four feet and a half high, exclusive of a coping of 
flat stones, where these are to be had. SometimeS| a 
** coomb'' of stones set qdgqways^a is u$e4 as 9 fiftisU tQ 
the; top, 

^ The line of the intended feivce being drawi^ and the; 
fbtmdation cut out» quarries are dug by the side of it^ 
the stones are wheeled in barrowsi and the wall built by 
a gauge, by masons. If the wall he set upon the soil, the 
turf, is liable to rot pArtt;iUy, and thrc^w down the fence. 

** The cost of a wall thus madci and of these (Umen** 
sions, is 8/. to 10/. a furlong, or about KW. a yard. A 
penny a yard is the conin\on price for walling \ the r^isiing 
and wheeling 8^/. ta \0d. a yvdt*'* 

^^^^^ 

The prevailing hedge wood is white-tbom. For- 
merly it was in this, as in other places, gathered in the 
woods and rough* grounds* But at present, and for some 
years pist,- ^ gavden '<piick<»woo(f ' haa been pretty genera]ly,t 
though not yet universaUy planted* 

<f But although the white«thom is the common hedge 
v^Ofid of (he 4iatn{t| and in ordinary situations may be 
the most eligible, \ have seen crabtree used in cold soils, 

t Norfolk R€port^ p. X^X f NlwiM^I'%^J<¥K««»«i..Hr 

as 
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«s irdl as in bkak situationsi with ' great ^ctess. In an 
instance where crabtreo^ .tod white-thorn were planted al«* 
ternatelyi by way of experiment, the crabtree plants h^v& 
outgrown those of the thorn irr a striking manner. In 
years they have acquired stems ds thick a^ the wrist^ 
with tops sufficient as a fence against ordinary stock. 
' ^ U^on the Wolds I have t>bserved the elder, a plant 
which braves the bleakest situation, nKule use of as a 
Hedge ^ood, but n^ver saw.it planted with sufficient* 
jftdgmenc to answer the intended purpose* Nevertheless, 
^the abundance and luxuriance of this plant upon thcr 
most exposed parts of the Wolds, it is evident that; inih 
proper m^tnagement, it might be made at least a skreei» 
$Q better hedge woods. 

The holly I have seen raised (in the prafiiee of a maor 
who has paid great attention to the business of hedgv 
l^anting, and in this particttlar with great success) with 
m unusual degree of rapidity and certainty; 

" The secrecy of the art lies Jn the time of transplant-^ 
tng: a hoHy transplanted at Mtdsumhier scaqeely receives 
chock from the removal ( a hCk this which feW planters 
^re aware of. Thousands of hollies ai*e every year de« 
strayed by removing them tn the winter months V 

The same Judicious planter has, in dividing upland 
enclosures, planted hedges irithout Mf ditch whatever. 
His pra&ice has lieen,' to plough a slip of ground on 
each side of the intended line of the fence, the iprtted\nf( 
spring; and having previously dunged it, to plant* it with 
potatoes. Durii^ summer th^ htnd is repeatedly cleaned 
with the hoc; in autumn, th^ potatoes being removed, 
the entire slip is gathered into 9 ridge Avlth the plough; 
Vnd the ensuing spring the quick |s planted nurscry-ways 



f l^arthallV York, SOS^ 




in a trench tun dos^ tke middle of the ridf^. iTlie 
cess of this nicth^ has proved ^qual Ifo wi^l might hf^ 
«pe£ked firom management so obviously jiKUooiu V' 

In ptmaag the different 'bounty Rcporis» the 
whole of the Sntveyefftconciir in opinions as to the ntj^ 
Kty of enclosures; but it is mentioned by several -of 
them» in terms of regret* that the obstacles thrown ifk 
the way of this valuably impi^V'enient* by ignonmcc an4 
obstinicy» are great and manifokl. In some cases they 
speak in terms of the highest p^nqgyric of the utilityg^ 
ch€apness» and dQrabilit| of certain fences, sod^ as. 
quicks, beecbcis, crahs». frc, when they are plated iipoQ 
the soils to which tlicy are respectively the best adapted 
while in others they mention, in pointed terms^ the 
perishable nature .and transitory value of many of iheir 
lences employed ) the anmial expense required to keep^ 
certain dcscriptioos of th^m in repair (the dead hedgisa. 
and palings), a^d the great extent of valuable ground 
that is occupied by the others % especially the enclosures 
made by dcKibl^ dished with a bank between them and 
hedge m each side, ^nd; qf the. common heclge and 
ditch, and hedge, smd h^nk* which, at the same .tinpe thaX 
they occupy a considerable space of ground, are very 
Mdomgoo^ A^^s*^ in spipe in$^an(;es covering t^iccii 
.and in others i^ur times, ^ space ;th(^t a. fence of a dif^ 
ierent kind woMtci.dp,.if .prf>p^y.kqptr , Grqit cgntra--^ 
riety of - opinion ^so jRfevail^ ip trcgand . .to makix^ . trees. 

partiof the enclosure, »c;ithej;, i^J^dge^rows pr bcl^ts of 
jpjantmg: from su<^h diver^ty and oppo^jt^tn of senti«- 
^ent, it is dilgcult for q^. any j^d or., certain pfiifuoiv 
^^pon the sul^^f," 

• Marshall'* York, pi a05. • 

^ Boftrd of A^tic^vrt CoxniHuiricaciunt, 9» " 

t •* In 
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• * tn all ttpknfl sitilarionS, the beech htigt^ and hedge > 
^ith a belt of platitin^i d^serte a preference, as they' 
unite in the highest degree th« important requisites oF 
shelter,' ornament, and enctosure. The beeeh, undef 
propef ihanagenfiafet^ attains a grc«( size, «Ven npdn tht 
jkiorest ^dik,' and* stion forms a usefol fence, in*sttuations. 
whet^ thckiM and other* kindft of iiedge plaiits- would 
cither perish or remam in n dwarfish* stttte; with this ad* 
ditional mitefial adirant^ge, that by 'lceeping its leaVes 
during thi: winter, it affords shefcer to the stock and pa^ 
fftlire tLi the niost Incledient season, and when it is tnosr' 
wanted • 



' Scotland* * 

^ ^< If I mktike. ncft, you l^v^ recommended hedges tsft 
be^j>lanted against the common dry stone walls: Sir 
<jr£OR<^£ Su'rriE has. rather imj>roved on this thought; he 
l^ntcd his hedg^^aftcrthe common method here, in the 
fac^ of the ditch^ but instead of putting a paling, or potf 
Stfid raii^ on the top of the bank, he placed a wall of two 
£pet ,and.^ half high« His load situation induced him ta 
lyiild with lipne } ^nd in places where thftt commodity is 
t^erably reasonable, it is the best methodf as the satisfac^ 
t^iQn they afford by requiring no repairs, and the duration 
i£ them, mpre than repays the expense i but where the 
price of lime, is high, thej may be built withft t any CC'^ 
i|aj99t| and answer this purpose very well, if the work is 
properljr pxequtcd. . ^ . 

, |u(ye no^ ex{ienence<i the benefit of those fences 
forborne yea^,,^ that I can with great confidence ven*' 
furp to recommend ti|em 9 indeed their superiority ovef 

^ Botrd of Agrictthufe Communicatioof , p. 7. , 

f yiT^firduat^Stq. Tower oi Alloa^ Clackaannafl»)Mr«. ' ' 



Digitized by 



all others m so manifest to arcry one who hat seen fiim!i0 
that they arc daily becomiiig tooN and more common nf 
this country* 

When a new fence is proposed to lie iMde^ tfie mr* 
face of the ground of the breadth of the ditch, and like-* 
wise for two feet mcMrci should be pared off*», in oi^ Uf 
preveotf as much as possiblct the weeds an4 grass firom 
honing the growth of the young thorns. . , . ^ 

The ditch shguld be five feet broadi two feet and a 
half dcept and 0119 foot broad at the bottomi leave ootf . 
fisot for an edging or scarcementy then dig the earth 004^ 
spit of a spade for about one foot, and put about tlgrct, 
inches of good earth below the ahom, which should be 
laid neafly horizontal^ but the point rather inclining up-i 
wards, in ofdei^ to let the rain drip the roots; then add a 
foot of good ea^h above it; leave three or four inches of 
a scarcement befofe another thorn is planted $ it must noC 
be diredly Ovei^ the lower one, but about nine lifches of* 
a^fooi td ofic side of it, then throw i foot of good eartH 
on the thorn, and trample it well down, and leVet thd 
top of the bank for abotit three feet and a half, lYI ordet' 
for the base of th^ wall to rest on. The base of the Waft 
should be about nine or ten ihches (but must not excee<f 
one foot) from the thorn. Tlid wall to be about tWo feeC 
ttiick at the bottom, and one A>ot at the top*, the cope t(f 
be ^ singU|Stone laid*dat, then Covered with two sods o^ 
turf, th^gniss cf the undermost to be next the wall, and 
the dt he/ sod niiist have the grass side uppermost; thtf 
sods should be of some thickness, in order' to retaid 
molsttii-e, so that they may adhere together, and not be 
easily displacied by thd wind. The lieight of tie wall ta 
be two feet and a hal/, exclusive ot the sods, 'which k(H 
gether should he from iouf to six inches, by which meaib 
the wall would be near to three fedt altdgdth^^ 
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^< I would willin^y add the cost Of iliese fences, but 
as the rate of wages, and the quantity ol woi^ perfonned 
for them, differ so widelj in one place from another, I 
can only Offer some data to enable people ia difFerenf 
places to form some conje^res about them. 

I have them done, every thing included (the walii 
built with lime), from IQyL, to. per ell (which is 
equal to 37 inches 2 parts), according to the ease and 
dtflicilkyof working of the quarry, and the distance of 
It frq«i the plaice where the fence is ercAed. The lime 
C09ts about 6J< per boll (the. boU is equal ta 4 b u s hels» 
0878,667 parts). I vise from 15 to 16 boUs of lime to 
the rood; of d6 square.. eUs, Scotch measure; there are 
upwards of Sfioffbr difl, or i4 English yards^ ia 
4ength in a rood of atwaKtwo feet md a half high. * 

^ Sottietimes, where thete are plenty of what is hers 
caUdi land stones, suchUs flints, &c. <m the groimd that 
is to be enclosed, I use theai$ it then requires from. SO 
,tQ'3a bolls of 'limetachie rood* 

^ The .ttiorAs are fo be bought from: any mirserymaii# 
.who coounonly raises them jfromi the seed> and sdlsithem 
Jrom 6/. to IQs, per . th<iu^od,: according to. thdr agc^ 
x'fickoniqg six score to the hvndceck % . - \ r . 

I generally have the ditches, as wdl at 4iiflrryiag the 
st9nci, loading thenu suid building.thejvall, done by the 
great, and common)^ pay foe*. coding the ditch, laying 
the thorns, and preparing the top of the bank for the 
wall, from 7 J* to SJ. for six ells running measure. 

** The wages of day labourers here are from 8^. to lOd. 
per day, comnu>nIy 9^. The stones are quarried from 
8/. to 12/. per rood, according to the softness or hardness 
of the quarry. 

^ The quarriers wages are from 12 J. to 1 6 J* per day, 
I give the mason from 1 1/. to 12/. per rood for building. 

. . The 
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I'he wages of such kind of .masons are from f4J. id i6d^ 
per day. Abovt 50 cam (the weight that the cart car- 
ries from 7 to 9 cwt.) will bqiikl a rood* Carriage of' 
dkto» abovt haif a mile distance, about S/. 4ed> per rood 
{2d. per cart). The hife of these carts are frotn If. 6d4 
to 2/. per day; the man generally drives two carts, soiAe- 
times a man and (K>y drive five carts*.^ 

That quickset hedgen are motie nsefdl alvd profitable^ 
that they are more ornamental, catfnot be denied, asid 
they are generally allured to afford more sheker; but the 
length of tiose, the eodstant atlentfori, and eontinnd cx* 
peose of defending them until they bear even a resem* 
falaqce^of aience, induces tfliany^^Mople m those ptooet^ 
where the materials ast eatily prbcuMd, to pitfer the dT 
stoiae wallS} for though Che first com rs considerable, yet^ 
as the £urmer reaps the rmriiediate benefit of fhe' fence 
(wbich is undpnbtedly fho mdst secibre' one^ they^ are 
thought on the whole to bs the kist expensive) besides^ 
the cattle in exposed ^sitnatklns^ and espeefaDy in those 
northem pburts, ai^ to knpntSttmc of confinement at the 
comiaencetnent of the long^ >eold» wet nights, that nor 
hedges I have ever yes sociviii any piurt^ of this hkmd are 
adfikieatto^eep them inV' * • ' . > ' 

•^1 ^i. I ,iH ,1 ■■ n.l ■ ■■■ i.'iiii i , ' /liirTT 

■ . I . • ^ ' . • 
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No, xvn* 

J^penses of Enclosures, 



Jpsley Guire, 1761 — 1053 Acres, 

AO, £.524t 15 9 

Survey li06 seres, at 1/. 2^. 72 9 

> •••••4a ••^•••••« ••••••••••••• 84 

Five Comiaissionen, at IOj. a day, •••••••••••I**** 105 

Commissioners' expenses, •••••—•••••—•••••—«••••• 55 6 ^ 

ftedor's fence. • *•• • •^•^^••••••••A • avatA 

Clerk. • ••••••»a«*««««**«^*M ••••••• **^*^44«**t***««***«M****i*««« 

Labour and petty (rhalrges, I 9a S^. per acre, 65 1 t 

i^.691 18 

MarstaH, 17&7— *1999 

«* •••••••••it •*!••••••• •*•! •••••••••••••*•••••••••••••• vi*** £.400 

•^••••^•••^•••••••a •••••••••« 422 

Survey; ••••••••••»««••« •••^•••••••^••* •••••€ 409 

Clerk, award, &c — . ••••••••••••••••••4 288 

Sundries, « * 37 

Roadii « 729 

;f.2286 



Dufttcfir 
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Dutitorti n9T ^2200 Acres. 

X<siWy ••••••••••••«•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••*••••••••••••• ^•S^^ 

Survey, •••••••••••«••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••« 403 

Commissioners, 357 

Roads and drains, ••^•m. 459 



/;.180S 

Great Caiworth, 1795—2033 Acres New: 136 OA/. 

Expenses: 36/. on pound rent new, ^^.3019 11 9 

7/. 6d. ditto on old. 51 Si 

£.S070 12 6i 

PetefitaJI, 1197— Between SOO and 900 Aires* • 
Expense about five pounds per acre ; being opposed. 

Sctitioe, 1797—1150 Acres. 
expense forty-five shillings an acre besides fences. 

St. Neotsy 1770—1390 Acres. 

Expense nine hundred and eighty-six pounds, including 
every thing \ fourteen shillings and threepence an acre. 

Kimbolton, 1795—958 Acres 747 : 210 

Expense: 50/. in the pound on new, £AS67 18 11^ 

5s on old, 59 1 3 

>^M927 2^ 



SpaUwickf 
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Spaldwick, 1777 — 1^50 Acres. 

Law (two 2£ts), £•'166 

Survey, 226 

Drainage, ••.••....••••••m— 388 

Public fencing, I«*I*«»M«**«»*M ••••••••• 427 

Five Comtnissioners, 6S6 

Surcharge fencing, 16 

£.2^2 

£aston, 1775 — 667 Acres. 

Law, £A20 

Survey, 143 

Commissioners, ^........mm— 267 

Public fencing, 214 
Drains and bridges, m «••••••••••••••«•-«•«•• 276 

;f.lS23 

200/. charged to old enclosures. ■■■ 

LittJe Catworth, 1780—757 Acres. 

Law, /'.474 

Survey, 134 

Public fencing, ^. 202 

Commissionere, 180 

Sundries, • 24 

£.1015 

Barhamy 1780—672 Acres. 

Law, ;f .332 

Surrey^ m 79 

Clover seed, 94 

Public fences, 90 

Commissioners, « 146 

T 2 Bczeat, 
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Btzeat, 1798—2268 Acres. 

Law, ;f SOS 

Survcyy • 

Cooimissloncrs^ •••••••••••••••••••••••• 3 15 

Clerk, award, &c • 152 

Fublic fences, 259 

Roads and drains, - 900 

Sundries, 

Clover seed, • — 

^.2827 

SW^y, 1769— 1000 ^rw. 

Solicitor, ••••• - £»iOS 

Survey, - .....^....^m..... 117 

Commissioners, - - o * 

Clerk and award, 55 

Expenses, .m...* • — ^ 

Sundries, - • 

;^-566 

JlMury, 1791— 184G Acres. 
About four thousand pounds. 

March, 1793—34.40 Acrcu 
About twenty shillings an acre, roads included: two thoa- 
sand six hundred pounds of it land sold for. 

. WimblingtGnj 1792—800 Acres. 
Aft, Commissioners, survey, roads, &c. about ;C.120O 

Drains, banks, mills, &c « • 2000 

;f.3200 
Terringtw^ 
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Terringtofty 1790 — 868 Acres. 

Sluice, ^ 309 

AQCy Solicitor^ &c - 759 

Commissioners, 524 

'Si|f vcyj ••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••M*** ••••••••••• 200 

Sundries, .-^ ^^«« 2367 



;£'.16,970 



Isong StotVf 1796 — 1000 Acrts. 
Total, including fences, 1500/. 

Elsnvorthf 1800 — 3659 Acr€S» 

Put out to the country Solicitor at 10/. an acre for everj 
thing except fences, roads, and drains, which are under 

distinA Commissioners, and estimated at 3/. per acre 
resident. The Commissioners are settled in the aA 
to have 150/. each for time and ezpences. 

LiuU Wtlbraham^ 1797—1800 Acres. 

Solicitor, 1 

Surveyor and board, 361 € 6 J 

Drainage, 578 10 2 

Public fences, • 812 9 

Engineer, ^ .• 95 15 10 

Roads, 150 
Commissioners: Dug^jore, ;f.l26 0-j 

Watford, 163 13 0> 486 13 

Stone, ...... 200 oJ 

Contingencies, 50 

;f.3S36 U 74 

T 3 Great 
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Great Wilbrabamt 1797 — 2400 Acres, whok Parish. 

Solicitor, I.S16 16 2 

Surveyori . 390 2 10 

Ditto board, ..•.••...•••.^ 82 1 

Drainage, ^ 318 8 0^^ 

Public fences, « 554 8 

Engineer, 95 15 10 

Roads, ^ ^..^ 200 

Commissioners, ...m....- 486 IS 

Contingencies, 50 

^.2994 4 104, 

Barninghamy 1796 — 580 jtcres. 

One thousand eight hundred and sixty pounds, exclusive 
of fences, except of poor's allotment. 

Carleton, 1777—1200 Acres. 
About two thousand five hundred pounds the whole, 

Battham, 1789 — 1000 Acres. 
Above, tvo thousand pounds \ much road to make. 

Wirtfarihing^ 1781—600 Acres. 
Something under two thousand pounds. 

Northwoldy 1796—4100 Acres. 
Four thousand two hundred pounds, roads included. 

Marhatrtj 1793— 35CO Acres. 
Two thousand eight hundred and seventy pounds. 

Lexham^ Dunham, 1795 — 3000 Acres in the Pari hes. 
In all two thousand two hundred pounds. 

Liit'c 
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Little Dunham^ 1794? — 1800 Acres in the PapisA, 
One thousand two hundred and sixty pounds. 

Stffleyt 1793 — 4600 Acres. 
Twelve shillings an acre, exclusive of fences ; done by 
owners or tenants. 

tieacbam, 1780 — 3329 Acres. 
One thousand one hundred and seventy-four pounds. 

Snett 'ubam^ 1 762—5000 Acres in the Parish. 
Two thousand two hundred pounds. 

Tiornbam, 1794— 2100 Ar//. 
Twelve shillings and sixpence an acre. 

SaJt-house, 1780—2700 Acres. 
About one thousand five hundred pounds. 

Sayham^ 1799 — 1000 Acres. 

Three thousand six hundred pounds, land sold for, except 
five hundred pounds ; roads seven hundred pounds. 

Ack, 1797. 

Four pounds an acre. 

Bintry^ 1795 — 600 Acres. 
One thousand nine hundred pounds* 

Bamaby^ 1799—750 Acres. 

Three thousand five hundred pounds, drains and mill in-* 
eluded. 

Hethers£tt HQS — 700 Acres. 
Two thousand seven hundred pounds. 



Shotteshaniy 




SM iff imtXi 

Shottfsham^ 1781—314 ^eu 

Law and a£l, ^.218 10 

Roads, ^ 105 Q 

Commissioners, 69 

Pitto expenses, .^-—•^..o* 18 13 4 

Fences, .•.•.-^—...^^...•.•^^•....«..-.*. 43 

Survey, 42 

4*.600 19 21 

and yet opposed in parliament. 

Old BuAettbam^ ) 790-^900 Acres. 
One thousand ^ve hundred pounds, roads included. 

BdlrtouMilU^ 119&^B00 Acres. 
Two thousand five hundred pounds, besides fencesu 

Parndon^ 1795«r-150 Acres. 
Four hundred pounds. 

CMam, 1793—1500 Acres, 
Two thousand seven hundred pounds; of which, ono 
thousand two hundred pounds for roads. 

Basingstoke^ 1786~3690 Acres. 

Commissioners (six), ••........•..•« ;{^«T01 7 O 

Solicitor, 554 19 8 

Referees, , 25 15 4 

Valuation of common rights, ••.....^ 22 1 Q 

Interest of money, •••••••••••••••• ••••••^^ 35 11 1 

Survey, ^ 550 10 9. 

Drains, &c ^ 145 

Law charges, •« 180 

Incidents, « — 82 17 7 

^'.2298 3 3 
Average^ 
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Average of tie Preceding. 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••as 

Committionors^ ••••••«•••••••♦••• 344 17 1 

Fences, &c. &c. •.•m*.*—^*.. 550 7 6 
Acres, 1612 

Expenses ofTirlej^ alias Trinley Enclosure, in the Countj 
of Gloucester. 
[Commimicaeed by Sir Geo. O. Paul, Bart] 

The Act for enclosing the whole parish passed in 1795 $ 
and the award, signed April 1, 1798, was enrolled at 
the Office of the Clerk of the Peace in Gloucester, April 
SO, 1799. The parish contains 1891 acres, of which 
there w 

Acrei. Acres. Fniiti valued at 
per AiUL 

Old Enclosures* 

Arable, ••••••••••••••••••m** lSl-087 

Ideadow and pasture, «• 734.434 £. /• d. 

. 865.521 127 2 I 

Common Field. 

AraUe, 118.155 5 12 

Intermixed meadow ^^72^55^ jg g 3. 

and pasture, •••«.••• J 

Common meadow, ^ ■ 
open from hay-har- i 178.852 ;r*151 1 4{< 
vest to Candlemas*, 3 469.563 

Ham, a common, 167.718 

Forty-green, dittof, 1.196 

Corse-lawn, ditto, 387.435 

■ ■ 556.349 

1891.433 

* These rabjcA to inundadon of the Seven ; oot likely to become 
»r»hle. 

' The 
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The Earl of Coventry was impropriator and owner of the 
great tithes in part of the parish^ and the Vicar was en- 
titled to the great tithes in the remsuning part, and to 
the whole of the small tithes within the said parish. 

The enclosure was universal i land was allotted in lieu 
of tithes, and the roads were set out under the direction 
of the Commissioners of Enclosure ; they were more than 
four miles in extent, and, for the most part, forty feet 
wide. 

Expense of enclosure, /:.3149 16 9 

Roads, including a salary of 10/. per ann.? ^^^^ ^ ^, 
to Survevor. while thev were made, J ^ 



Total. 4503 19 2> 

Of which : 

Commissioners, •••-m... 719 1 7 

Survey, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••<»•••••••••• 36 10 

Solicitor, 850 



;f.l927 1 7 



Expenses of Awe Enclosure. 
[Communicated by Sir G so. O. Paul, Bart.] 

This enclosure concerned only one p^rt of the parish, 
viz. the tithing of Aure, which tithing consisted of, 

Acres. 

Common waste land, fed upon by sheep, Sec. 63 

Common meadow, thrown up every year, from the"? 
end of hay-harvest to the following Candlemas, 3 

Common arable, 260 

Intermixed lands, 150 

Old enclosed lands, .... 700 

1207 
The 
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APPENDIX. 831 

The tithe estate was not affected by the enclosure, nor 
were the roads of the tithing. 

Of the common waste land, 22 acres were sold by pub- 
lic au£Hon, in five different lots, in order to defray the 
expenses of the A£t, for 13S6/. 

Payments. 

£. J. J. 

EdwardB ARWELL,Esq. Clerk of theHouse ? 177 q 8 

of Commons, upon passing the Aft, ....3 

Messrs. WiLTOKs, the Solicitors of the Aft, 423 U 7 

Mr. Stone, Commissioner, 160 13 

Mr. Davis, ditto, 179 13 

Mr. Cadle, ditto, 119 14 

Mr. Clark, Surveyor of the land, 187 15 6 

To labourers, for information, attendance, &c. 25 13 

Mr. Wade, for attending the Committees'? gj 

of the Commons and Lords, J 

To servants, messengers, &c. •••• 11 3 9 

To the Engrossing Clerk, 3 3 

To erefting three bridges, and making a > 26 9 6 
road at the entrance of the old common, > 

Total, £.1556 



Mr. Davis, of Longleat, a Commissioner of great re- 
putation, thus writes to the President of the Board : 

** My ideas may be, in some degree, singular, but 
they are the result of near forty years' praftlce ; and I 
will venture to say, a praftice more extensive than has 
' ever fallen to the lot of any man of my age, having aftcd 
as Clerk, Surveyor, Commissioner, and Solicitor in en- 
closures, from the year 1763. 

In the first place> as the general opinion is now^ 

though 
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though it has not been the gineral o|riBion till lately, that 
enclosures are beneficial to the poUic, the question k 
naturally asked. Why, then, ave not all waste lands en- 
closed ? The answer is^because of the expense* It n 
then asked. How can this expense be lessened ? Xhc 
answer has hitherto been— by lessening the parliamentary 
expenses, which are usually about 200/. besides the ex- 
pense of attendance of a Solicitor, and his necessary wit* 
nesses, in Loodoni which is frequently as much more 
(I have myself been detained in town six weeks on an 
Enclosure BiU • and another time, more than five). This 
was what was attempted to be got rid of by Sir JohmSin^ 
clair's Bill \ but was opposed by all those whose interest 
it was that fees should not be abolished* 

But we are now told (if the newspapers tell truth), 
by authority of a Committee of the House of Commons, 
that the expenses of an enclosure are not occasioned by 
the parliamentary expense, but by the extravagant 
charges of Commissioners in the country.; — Did this 

^ assertion come from anonymous authority, it would not 
deserve an answer \ but coming from the high authority 
it docs, or is said to do, it seems to be too serious a charge 
to be made without contradiction. I do, for one, most 
solemnly contradiA it ; and do assert, that, in most en- 
closures, the expense of all the three Commissioners is 
very little more than the expense of obtaining the A& of 
Parliamenty and freq^uently not so much* We are toldji 
that Commissioners charge two guioeas a day, besides 
their expenses— and so they ought, though they seldom 
do. — ^The period of judgment to conduA an enclosure, 
and a£tivity to ride 20 or 30 miles to a meeting, is but of 

a few years' duration. 

I have been concerned in sixteen enclosures at one 

time, and I never cleared 3Q0/. in a year in my life % 



whilQ 
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Vhile many attornies hare gained five times the sum at 
homei in their offices. When we grow oldt we get out 
of request) and arei indeed, unable to bear the fatigue. 
Our business cannot be done by deputy : a lawyer's can^ 
even to a late period of life s because his knowledge is snp^ 
posed to increase with bis years, while our's is supposed 
to decrease. 

If any attempt be made to decrease the allowance to 
Commissioners, no man of real business will be a Com* 
missioner. 

We are told, that two Commissioners do all the 
work, and ali three charge for it. — ^It is no such thing ; 
at least, I never knew one instance of it. 

I mentioned, in a letter on the subject to Sir John 
Sinclair, some time since, that I was certain the fees of 
the House would never be got over; and recommended^ 
rather to i»*opose to lay them on Enclosure Bilk, sd 
brem g but suffering all under a certain yearly vahie^ to go 
vfUhout fees. This would bring in a number of small 
commons, which never will be enclosed separately, if the 
present fees continue ; and if two are put together, an 
additional charge is now made, unless they adjoin, or are 
contiguous. To this proposal I added another, wliich 
would be of very great service, viz. that there ought to 
be a standing Committee of both Houses to attend to En- 
closure Bills, for many good reasons, besides saving de- 
lay. One instruftion to these Committees might be, 
to examine and sign the Solicitor's bill of charges. I 
might also have added, that the notices on the church 
dgor might be sworn to before two magistrates in the 
country ; but I am not certain that the allegations should 
be proved in the country, unless the whole business was 
done there ; because, in that case. Committees could ask 
no questions. 
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am certain, if these plans of passbg Enclosure 

Bills could be" adopted, much good would arise to th< 
parties concerned ; and I will venture to prophecy, that 
if more is attempted, the business will fall to the ground> 
or probably be left in a worse state than it is now. I 
have heard it said, that divisions of common fields are not 
to be included in the regulations to be made respeAing 
enclosures, but only common pastures^ or what are com- 
monly called wastes (though improperly)* Tliis would 
not do. Where there are common fields, there are 
usually also commons, though not always vice vcrsd. An 
enclosure of the latter alone, is impracticable; because 
the cattle feed the common fields at one period of the 
year, and the commons at another : and an enclosure of 
the latter would ruin the former. Besides, the enclosure 
of common fields is always a great advantage to all parties 
—that of commons, only to a part; for they are always 
fed by swtebody, but common fields must be managed by 
4JI parties, at a certain loss to all. 

" If it were prafticable, it would be a very wise regu- 
lation, that the old Statute, exempting waste lands broken 
up, from tithes for seven- years, could be extended to all 
commons f but still retaining the usual vicarial tithes. That 
Statute is now so ambiguous, as to be of very little use." 
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No. XVIIL 
Com. 

The papers that have been at various periods laid 
upon the table of the House of Commons, relative to the 
import and export of corn, prove the fa<ft with sufficient 
clearness. It is conceived, that a selection from these 
will be interesting to the inquisitive reader of this Report. 
Additions are made to them from other respectable au- 
thorities. 

An Account of the Quantity/ of Corn and Grain of 
all sorts js and of Rice*y imported into Great Bri* 
tain, from the Year 1800 to 1806, botk inclusive ; 
distinguishing Ireland from Foreign PartSy and 
shewing the amount of Bounty paid in each Year. 



YEAR 1800. 



Corn. 




Meal. 


Ireland. 


Foreign 




Species. 


Ireland. 


Foreign Parts. 






Parts. 










Q. 




Q. 


B. 


Barley 


Cwt. 


qrs. 


lbs. 


Cwt. qrs. lbs. 


78 


4 


130,897 


5 










15,796 


5 


Beans 














8436 


1 


Indian corn 










640 




542,602 


7 


Oats 










o 




26,794 


2 


Pease • • • • 














158,713 




Rye 










251 




1,174,403 


S 


Wlieat • • • 


















Indian meal 


















Oatmeal • • 


2782 


3 


1 


6 3 6 










Rye niq<il • • 








22,025 1 27 










Wheat flour 


2163 


3 


21 


312,367 2 4 


971 


6 


2,037,645 


6 


Total 


4946 


2 


22 


334,399 3 9 



• Rice imported, 315,649 cwt. 1 qr. 23 lbs. 
Bounty paid on corn and rice imported, 44,836/. 135. 0{i. 
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YEAR 1801. 



Ireland. Foreign Parts. 



•j Species. 



MeSnr 



IreUod. Foreign Parts. 



Q. B 



306 — 
— 4 



Q. 
113,966 

16,246 
44^72 
582,628 
41,217 
09,847 
1,186,236 



B. 

4 Barley 
3 Beans 
5lndiiin corn 
5'OaU" 
5'Peage 
5,ltve . . 
7 Wheat 

— InrliHn meal 
^ Oatmeal 

— Rye meal 
^ Wlieat flou]{t833 



Cwt. qrs. lbs. 



Cwt. qrs. fbt« 



4 2,087.6t6 . 1 



13 3 — 
3 14 



113,141 — 21 

63 — 24 

177,494 1 9 

833,016 1 SI 



Total • 



1847 2 14 



1,123,715 — 



Rice imported, 310,60^ cwt. 3qrs. 21 lbs. 

Bounty paid on com and ric« imported, 1,420,355/. li. 1|<C 



YEAR .1802. 



Corn. 


Species. 


ivieal. 


'Ireland. 


Foreign Parrs. 


Ireland. 


Foreign Parts- 


Q. B. 
7116 4 
1654 4 

«75,882 6 
139 1 
282 — 
a6,938 4 


Q. B. 
81.35 C 
4138 2 
736 7 
241,053 - 
10,532 J 
14,889 2 
470,698 2 


Barley . . . • 
Beans • • • • 
rndian corn 

Oats 

Ve^use • • • • 


Cwt. qrs. lbs. 

105,039 3 14 
79,031 3 3 


Cwt. qrs. Ibs« 

15,513 2 — 

1162 1 14 
236,061 3 12 


\Vheat .... 
Indian racal 
Oatmeal . • 
Rye meid . • 
\Vheat flour 

Total 


872.013 3 


750,183 1 


184,071 2 17 


252,737 2 26 



Rice imported, 432,300 cwt. 3 qrs. 13 lbs. 

^Bounty paid on corn and rice imported, 715,323/. I6t. 4<f. 
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YEAR 1809. 



Cora* 


Speciei. 




1 




Ireland. 


Forci^ik f^afts. 


12,924 S 
1652 4 

881,142 4 
665 1 
T58 4 
48,230 8 


Q. B. 
' 1103 1 
85 8 
669 6 
854,573 — 
83,386 5 
8347 4 
884^8 7 


Bailejr • • • • 
Be!Ui9 
(iiditui com 

Oats 

Pense •••• 

f ndian meal 
Outmeitl 
Rveme«l*> 
>Vlibat flour 


Cwt qrs. lbs. 

55,694 3 19 
45,iHSH— 3 


Cwt. qrsr Ibfc. 

145 8 16 
13 3 81 

309,409 1 14 


5W5,367 3 


507,158 1 


101 ..'JfV? 3 22 


309,589 — 


Rke Imported^ 113,999 cwL Iqr: lOlbs: 

Ibonntj pud on cdni and rice imported, 43^977/. 9ii. tOdL 

Y£AR 18M; 


Cora. 


Specief. 


Meal. 


Irelaiid. 

i 


Foreign Parts. 


Ireland. 


Foreiiin Parts. 


Q, B, 
2523 3 
3060 — 

llte,975 7 
1077 7 
200 — 
95,918 6 


Q. B. 
9071 5 
8868 1 
242 1 
500,151 5 
18,570 1 
2437 7 
386,166 3 


Bari^jr • • • • 
Beans •••• 
FndiiiQ corn 

Oats 

Pease .... 

Rve 

Wbeht.... 
fndiim meiJ 
OatmeHi 
Wbeat flour 

Total 


Cwt. qrs.'Ib». 

64,845 8 9 

14,635 2 5 


Cwt. qn. lbs. 

8' 8 9 
1 — 8t 

17fi69 2 8 


87i,761 7 


985rW 7 


7P,481 — 14 


W,069 1 ai 



Rice imported, 60,401 cwL 3 qrs. 20 lbs. 

Bounty paid on com and rice imported, 4791^. 3i. Xli^. 
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YEAR 1805. 



(Jora. 1 








Foreign PartsJ 


Ireland. 


Foreign Paits. 


Q« & 

- 15^656 d 
2009 4 

187,002 7 
■ . ^€S5 -7 
935 — 


Q. B* 
^7,644 a 
8727 — 
lA 7 
2f4,156 2 
8531 6 
i4,031 6 
820,38a 6 


Bailey 

BcHllS • • • • 

Indian corn 

Oixta 

IVaiw? ■• • 

Uje 

W lijpat • • • • 
Indian roeal 

Wheat flour 


1 „ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

SSI I 1 1 1 I I if 


Ci^rt. qnt. lbs. 

26 3 13 

, , , , 

54,539 1 8 


2«6,147 8 


1,163,495 5 


Total . . 


4,5,853 — 9 


54^ ^ 20 



^ •RfcnmprntH, r8,9?5 cwt, t qrs. 1© fbs. 

Bounty paid on corn and ntit 'mpbrttd^ 21,799/. 8dL 



YEAR me. 



Corn. 


Species^ 


Meiii. 


Ireland. 


Foreign Parts. 


Ireland. Foreign Parts. 


Q. B. 
3327 ■ 4 
2861 — 

' 826,813 6 
^ 1388 ^ 
330 *— 
•"91,343 4 

» «— ■ ■ 


Q; B. 
2058 1 
1045 3 
108 2 
188,428 5 
• T26 — 
i 499 5 
132,007 6 


Barley - • 
Deans . • • . 
Indian corn 

Petse •••• 

m-fc 

Wkeat ... 

Indian meal 
OattiieHl • • 
llvt mcul • • 
V\*lieat flmir 

Totiil 


Cwt. qrs. lbs. 

47;555 2 21 
38,264 3 26 


Cwt. qrs. lbs. 

20 2 9 
2—14 
2 — — 
248,431 3 14 


425,53 f 2 


319,273 6 


U:y^70 2 19 


^48,456 2 P 



Rice imported, 147,27(3 cwt. 3qr. lib. 



Bounty paid on corn and rite imported — X'^. 



Imt^ctor-Gtiitral\ Offce^'^ 
AprU^ 1807. 3 



:itt Account of the Value of the Corn and Flour ' 
Imported^ according to the Quantities jtated in the 
preceding Tdblcy and the Pricei of the respective 
Years: 

Y£AR I8OO: 



Speciei, 


Quantity. 


At per 
Quarter. 


Value. 


W heat 


Q. B, 
130,976 1 
15,796 5 
543,942 7 
26,796 4 
138,713 — 
1,279,498^ — 


«. 

60 
69 3 
39 10 
67 5 
76 11 
113 7 


£. d. 

392,928 7 6 
51,695 16 3 
1,081,958 14 6 
90,326 10 8 
5.33,167 1 X, 
7,266,482 7 10 


Total . . . 


2^135/)2S 1 




9,419^858 18 4. 


YEAR 1801. 


Species. 


Quantity. 


At per 
Quarter. 


Value. 


Wheat 


Q. B. 
113,966 4 
16,246 3 
582,994 5 
44,218 1 
991847 5 
1,464^0 2 


t. d. 
67 9 
62 8 
36 6 
67 8 
79 9 
118 3 


£. «. d. 

386,061 10 4 
60,905 6 3 

1,063,965 3 9 
149,60^13 % 
398,142 8 1 

8,658,975 19 6 


Total . . . 


2,321,793 4 




10,707,655 11 



* The flour inchided, at 3cwt. tc^ the qnartcr of wheat. 



TBAm 



YEAR 1802. 





Qaantity. 


At per 
Quarter. 


Value. 


gy« 

Wheat 


Q. B. 
14,251 7 
5792 6 
516,035 6 
10,671 2 
15,171 2 
662,667 7 


«. i/. 
33 1 
36 4 
. 20 7 
39 6 
43 3 
67 5 


£• «. rf. 

26,229 2 10 
10,523 9 11 
532,013 10 
21,075 14 4 
32,807 16 7 
2,233,742 19 2 


Total 


1,^226,490 6 




2,855,392 3 8 


YEAR 1003. 


Species. 


Quantity. 


At per 
Quarter. 


Value. 


%e 


Q. B. 
14,027 4 
1737 6 
485,715 4 
23,991 6 
4100 — 
390,632 3 


s. d. 

24 10 
3i 8 
21 3 
38 6 
36 11 
' 56 6 


£. 9. d. 

17,417 9 T 
3012 2 
516,072 14 4 
46,184 2 4 
7567 18 4 
1,108,536 ^ 2 


Total 


920,204 7 




1,693,790 15 9 



YEAR 1804. 



Species. 


Quantity. 


<At per 
Quar;«r. 


Value, 




Q. B. 


s. </. 


£. d. 




11495 — 


30 4 


17,586" 15 




11,928 1 


68 7 


23,011 6 10 




699,127 4 


23 9 


830,213 18 1 




19,648 — 


40 10 


40,114 13 4 




2643 7 


37 1 


4909 3 8 




462,650 1 


60 1 


1,3891,878 1 8 


t — — — 

Total . • • • 


1,207,592 5 




2,305,705 18 7 



YEAa 
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YEAR 18Q^. . 



Species. 


Quantity. 


At per 
Quarter. 


Value. 




Q. a 

43,300 6 
10,736 4 

461,24i^ 1 
10,91T 6 
24,366 6 

924,330 6 


44 a 

47 5 
28 

48 4 
54 Af 
87 10 


i. d. 
96,70^ 9 
25,454 9 
645>748 15 6 
24^692 11 IQ 
65>924 13 5^ 
4,059,352 10 10 


Total 


1,474,101 4 




4,917,878 9 


YEAR 1806, 


Spepie?. 


Quantify. 


At per 
Quarter. 


Value. • 




Q. B. 

5385 5 

3406 3 
510,242 3 

1514 4 
829 5 
318,916 7 


J. d, 

38 6 
43 9 
25 8 
43 6 
47 4 
79 


£. d. 
10,367 a 6 
7451 8 iq 
654,811 11 
3294 SI 
1963 8 11 
1,259,721 13 1 


Tot^ • . . . 


840,295 3 




1,937,608 19 Q 



Z 3 jtccA" 
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RECAPITULATioN. 



Years. 




Value. 




Qrs. BiiBh. 

2,135,023 1 
2,321,793 4 
1,226,490 6 

920,204 7 
1,207,592 5 
1,474,101 4 

ai0,29J 3 


9,419,858 18 4 
10,707,655 11 
2,855,392 3 8 
1,693,790 15 9 
2,305,705 18 7 
4,917,878 9 
1,937,608 19 


Gnind Totals • • 


10,125,301 


33,837,889 17 6 



RECAPITULATION SINCE THE SCARCITY. 



\ean>. 




\ iuue. 


1806 


Qrs. Buhli: 
1,226,490 

920,204 7 
1,207,592 5 
l,474,lbl 4 

840,295 3 


£. *. d. 

2,855,392 3 9 
1,693,790 15 9 
2,305,705 18 7 
4,917,878 9 
1,937,608 19 




5,668,685 1 


13,710,375 17 9 


Aremge of these ) 
, five years • • • • f 


1,133,737 


2,742,075 3 « 



N; B. Exclusive of rvo meal, oat meal, Indian corn, and rice: 
The re-export of rice is large, and therefore uut indaded. 



V 
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The fottomng Account is extracted from the Meat 
Weighers^ Books at the Mantion^Housty the Act 
having taken phce the lit ofA^gmtf 1799- 

9l^heat and Hour Average for the Tear$' IWlr i8Q9. 
1804» ISm, 1600. 



From Ist Aagust 1800, to 1st August 1801, 
Ist August 1801, to Ist August 180% 
1st August 1803, to 1st August 1803, 
1st August 1803, to 1st Aueust 1804, 
1st August 1804, to 1st August 1805, 
Ut August 1805, to 1st August 1806, 



«. 

117 
71 
60 
54 
87 
73 



i. 

112| 
64 
51 
49 



701 



I 

82 11* 



Prite of Rice. 



2b 1801, 56t. 39t. S4<. 6d. 37s. 6d. 23$. 6d, Q9s. S5f. 
tOOi, 44f. 30t. 38ff. 31i. 38i. 35s. 42^. 
;1803, 4^. 30c. 38s. 34s, 
}804, 35s. 26s. 22s. Sp. 6d. S4s. 41s. 40s. 

1805, 46s. S8s. 3Ss. 37s. 35s. 41s. 45s. 

1806, 36s. 27s. 23s. 29». 24s. 6d. 30s. d5s. 33s. 



Average, 

s. d. 

34 11 

36 6 

36 
34 O 

37 6 

38 11 



The dbove prices were exclosive of ^nty, vUicb w:^ abo«t 6s. 8J. 
per cwt. 




Z4 



Import. 
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Useful Tablet for varioiu Pmodt. 





fmporL 




^71u9t| ^rs* •••• 


1793. 


1795. 


iS0,S50 ..^ 8«4,6S7 


—mm IbOifSfOH^ 


RoUTf cwt* •••• 


.... 21S>e67 ..o 11,429 


on i»i 


Bftricyf 9^ ***** 


147,169 .... 128^568 


.... a C#,U^ V 




... 699^459 846,022 




Oatmeal, bnshels, 29,000 .... 21,317 




IPriceoftbeyear 


1^.2 8 2 /.2 11 4 


14 S 


ofwheatf 




17M. 


\\^hcatf 'Xp9» 


.... 820,381 456,903 


^» 895,407 


Flour, cut. 


•••• 9Q3fi66 MM 17)026 




Boiicjr* qii* 


40,033 .... 64,197 


„.. 116.485 




740,348 .... 463,743 


.... 7z2,0S5 


Oatmeal, bothelb 76,717 57,Oi5 


«... 65,321 


RicCf cwt* vM^M. 


M«. — .... 118,241 


S0S,447 


f^ce of wheaf 1 


^^.8 17 2 £.2 13 


10 4 












Impoitor 


pcrBuib. FcrBuih. 






«. /. 




1771 


5 10} » S 


S,S09 


1772 


6 4 9 3 •••• 


2S,IS4 


177S 


6 4} 9 e\ .... 


50,319 


. 1774 .... 


6 7 S 6} .... 


2is9,SS5 


1775 


6 0<^ 3 3 .**• 


544,640 


1776 


4 9i i ^ ^. 


80^146 


J777 .... 


5 84 2 6^ M.. 


8SS,069 


1778 


5 3 2 10 


106,394 


1779 .... 


4 2i 2 5^ .... 


4,611 


1780 .... 


4 5^ 2 1| .... 


9,041 


]7dl 


5 7 2 li .... 


150,766 


I7S2 .... 


5 11^ 2 9^ .... 


79,776 



. Average, -5 6 2 9} TottI, 1,496,687 
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Amvnac. 




fan 














Per Both. 


Whixiu 






t. i. 






1783 


**.*.* 




3 9^ 


^. 50^^161 


1784 


•••• 


6 1 


% 6 


.... 17£^898 


1785 


••M 


s «i 


» 


«-« 94,631 


1786 


fM« 


4 lOi 


S 0$. 


•••• 5f)587 


1787 


• ••• 




S 10 


5(|»467 


1788 




\ « 


2 • 


123,24« 


1^89 




6 4i 


S 10 


p«M ■'d«i^S74 


J-790 




« 7i 


• «i 


MM 216^948 


1791 


• ••• 


5 10^ 


S SI 


^ 459|«94 


1792 


• ••• 


5 S^^ 


S 4 


22^4P 


1793 




04 


9 11^ 


482,766 


179^ 


/•«•• 




4 1 


.... 827^44 


Average^ 


5 10 


S 8:^ Total, 2,599,4^ 


1795 






4 8 


••^« 28/|8d3 


1796 






4 6 


.... 818,814 


1797 




6 7 


S 5 


454,882 


1798 


•••• 




3 7 


•««• 894|447 


1799 


**** 


.8 5 


4 5i 


472,991 . • 


Average, 


7 Jl 


4 r 


Tot^, 2,733,968 



It appears from Smith's Corn Tabk^*, that, from tlie 
year 1697 to 1765, the whole quantity of wheat exported 
exceeded the quantity imported by 14,048,994 quarters ^ 
and that during the hm nineteen years of that perk>4f 
from the year 1746 to 1765, the quantity exported ea* 
ceeded the quantity imported by 6,649,609 quarterif or^ 
cn an average, by about 350,000 fjoarters* amounting^ 



• VidtTniaionC0raTndc^ p^iao, and 18$. 
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at S?/. pet Quarter, to about. 560»000/. per anzmtn^ and 
the whale export of grain produced in the same period, 
on an average, 65 1»(KK>/^ per annum. Soon after the 
jcar 1*7 65 f we began to lose our exportatian trade « and 
from nil to 1791, the import of wheat csceedcd the 
export bf 793,917 quarters^, and the sum paid for grata 
imported during this period, was 5,901,969/. 9t the 
sate of 2|i5,O00/. per annam. From thp beginning of the 
year 1791, to the 10th of OAober in the present year, 
• peri<yl of less than half the time^ the unport q£ wheat 
exceeded the export by S,894r,d94 quarters* 



Inportfd. 



Eapoitcd. 



Eiport. 



•••••••••••••4 



1791 
179*2 
1793 
1794 
1795 
17!I6 
1797 
1798 
1799 

Ihrcc quarters, 1 
ending Oft. >8l7,«S9j7 
I0» 1800, J 



450,798 

20,?01 2f 224 
429,330 
824,65 
287,950 
820,581 
456,90^5 
595,407 
445,047 



5 — 



rft, eX' 
ported. 



4,428,513 
J 553,919 



3,894,^94 



Britiih. Foreign, 



51,0082 
,1904 
12,2392 
24,6404 



92 



7,92117 



7750 
10,1056 



17,2«5|7 
26,791 
52,626 
91,652 
677 
584 
15,155 
21,565 
6,855 



Londoo, about 



48,274 1 
250,982 1 
44,865 
116,272 

e77|ol 

677 
2S,075|6 
22,1580 
16,9595 
10,000 

533,919f 



* 'Vide CvilMilifpitte AcMuptt., 

f A Temperate piKttiuoA of Ca^aet wl^cl^ have 1^ tp thf HigU 
pnt% «f Breads {r- ^ 
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« Within twelve months, from September 26, 1799, 
to September 27, 1800, there were imported into threat 
Britain no less than 

1,261,932 quarters of wheat and flour^ 
67,988 ditto of barley, 
479,820 ditto of oats, 
300,693 cwt. of rice V* 



An Account of all the SouMies paid on the Importation ^ 
Corn and Rico^ in the Tears ending tie lOtb- of OB^er^ 
1801, 019^1802, respeBively^ distinguishing each Quarteu^ 

£. s. A 

Quarter ending 5th January, 1801, 44',836 13 0^ 

5th April, •••••••••••••• 30,429 11 9 

5th July, 41,205 16 9 

lOthOaober, ...mm^. 416,815 17 11{ 

Tear ending lOth Oaober, 1801, ^.533,287. 19 6^. 

Quarter ending 5tfa January, 1802, 931,839 17 9^ 

5th April, 270,018^3 9i 

5th July, 321,737 13. 11* 

lOth OOoberi 109,991 14 lOJ* 

T/car ending lOth Ofljober, 1802, £.1,633,587 9 4J 



* AnnaU, vol ixtvu p. 167^ 
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)i;^0ff ^ Corn from OBober^ 1^ ISOO^ U OQAtr 1, IMl, 
o/ii tht Acres of Land necessary to raise tie sasne. 







Qftarters. 


Atrsu 






1 75,323, at 4 qn. n acre. 


4S;B30 






18,680, at 4 qn. aa aorr, r 


4^670 


Oats, 




685,457, at 5 qn. an acre. 


137p»l 


Pease, 




48,729, at 3^ qri. an acre. 


16,945 






^•2] ,214, at 8 qn. aa acce, * 


404l# 


VTheiU, 

I^io (lour, < 


J 306,896^ 


^573,72£>, at S J qrs. an acre, • 
Acrct, - 


6^,49» 
871,75« 



Indian corD| 

Ditto meal, 108,777 cwt. 



Jherap f rices ofCom^ fram OBober ISOO, to Offdbtr 1801. 



Wb«at. 




Oats. < 


BeaMk 


J. 




#. 


d. 






t. 


/ 


13 


S 


7 


5 


4 


s' 


7 


11 


15 


9 


8 


4 


4 


9 


8 


7 


16 


4 


9 




5 


2 


9 


4 


17 


2 


10 


i 




5 


9 


9 


17 


8 


10 






7 


JO 


1 


19 


3 


11 






9 


10 


V 


18 


11 


11 







8 


9 


6 


16 


S 


9 


7 


!! 


11 


8 


3 




1 


9 







7 


7 


10 


16 


10 


8 


10 


4 


8 


7 


8 


15 


2 


7 


6 


4 


5 


6 


11 


11 


1 


6 


.3 


3 


8 


6 


4 


16 


1 


9 





i ^ 


10 


8 


6 



1800. 

OAobcr, 
Novemberi 
December, 
1801. 
January, < 
februar^^ 
March| 
April, 
May, 
June, 

Juty, 

August, 
jSepcembefi 



• ••••••MM 



Wheat, 
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W^t,. 1,573,729, at 16 1 i6,124i,32i 

fiariey, — « m. 175,323, at 9 dSl,16* 

,Oats, •..^.•...•-•..M. 685,457, at 4 1^ .... 1,325,210^ 

BcaiDs,' 18»680, at 8 6 6^fil2 

Pease, 48,729, at 9 4 ..^ 22,749 

Rye, 181,244, at 12 5 ...i 74,261 

, r -a 

2,623, 1 62 jT. 1 ?,2<0,6 1 i 

Bounties, 1,690,000 

This was the amount of the consumption (as nearly as 
wc can calculate) rif foreign corn, which, in a good year, 
mc raise at home ; rice and Indtaa corn (which we cannot 
ftUe) being, for that reason, excluded. 

«« Probably wc shall not be fur from the truth (it is, 
liowever, a mere guess, for there arc no documents 
whcieoa to found an estimate of any accuracy), if \ve^ 
cakylate the average price of potatoes, during the same 
period, at 12/* a sack, at which price the above import 
^mounts to 20,400,000 sacks; and at the average produre 
•f 100 sacks an acre, it would have required 204,000 
9cres to produce enoogh, at the price of the ]rear, to have 
saved the wboie of this importation* 

Or to calculate on a different ground, 48 busRels of 
potatoes form the average consumption per head, per 
Anoum, in Ireland, in a common year ; and in Oic u^ual 
aa^plc allowance, in which pigs and poultry come in for 
no small share. 

^ Forty-eight bushels of potatoes are, therefore, equal 
10 eight of wheat ;~in barley, to nine (nine busliels a 
head being the consumption of that grain in bread): — m 
^ts, to twenty-five (the consumption in oatmeal) ; — in 
xj€f to eight in pease and beans (suppose), to fifteen ; 

whcut 
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— ••whett and rye ai^ six for one barley we will call sit 
icf one ;A<-oaU^ two to one; — ^pease and beam, three' t4 
oiic^ 

* Qftartin. Qitarien, 

Wheat, 1,573,729, eqoal to 9,442,374 of potatoesb 

Barley, 175,323, equal to 1,051,938 of ditto. 

^Oats, 685,457, equal to 1)370,914 of ditto* 

Beans, 18,680, equal to 56,040 of ditto. 

Pease, 48,729, cpual to 146,187 of ditto. 

Rye, 121,244, equal to 727,464 of ditto. 

2,628,162 12,794,917 



^ Equal to 102,359,386 bushels of potatoes, Oi 
34,119,778 of sacks) and at lOO sacks per acre, 341,197 
acres, which, at the largest allowance admissible, is the 
'quantity of land under diis root, which would have pre^ 
eluded the necessity of any itnport. Hence, to ▼ie# tkii 
interesting subjeft in another light, 341,197 labourera^ 
families, to hare had each an acre of potatoes, or682,39# 
to have had each half an acre, would hate excluded sJI 
importation. 

It appears plainly from this statement, that one vwj 
effective method of preventing scarcities, is the policy of 
permitting tottagers tp hare potatoe^rdens ^ bf this 
means, a very considerable portion of the people is taketr 
from the constimptton of those articles of com moflt liable 
to fall in bad seasons, and, consequently, of providing 
eiFefhiaUy against the lietum of such*." 



*^ Should this increase ot population be general 
throughout the kingdom, the Minister of Stavely humbly 

* Aad^i ▼oL xxyriii 

suggests 
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^g^^ the necessity of bringing into cuItivat|on the es- 
tcnsive wastes, forests, and common lands, stil unen- 
closed I being convinced, that the soil of these kingdoms 
(laid out in moderate, not in overgrown farmfi) is far 
more than adequate for the sustenance of its inhabitants^ 
however mimerous; at once, under Providence, rc- 
moving eve^y fear of future scarcity, and the unpleasant 
idea of an industrious people craving a scanty pittance of 
bread fthc staff of life) from America^ and from every 
•char nation around them* 

« The Minister of iStavely, Derby." 



It has bcca ah^eady observed, that thid country^ 
which, within the last fifty years, had a higlilj valuable 
oxport trade in corn*, is become, in an alartntog degree, 
dependent on foreign states for its subsistence^ and now 
pays to other countries^ on an average, for grain, a much 
larger sum than she formerly received from them. On 
an average of years, viz. I744t to 1768, both years in-* 
elusive, thse annual exportation of grain tvas — wiiear, 
513,286 quart^} barley, 48,658 quarters^ malt, 203,919 
garters; oats, 17,239 quarters; oatmeal, ?A9^ quar* 
fen; rye, 99,057 quarters: the annual avera|;e value of 
"Which at that period was : • 
> ■ ■ ■ " ' 

• M Hie frcateit expoitatloa during the ctntury wat in 1750^ vie. , 
-wlieat, MIfiM qiutieft; bar^, tf*i4,500 quarters; wait, SiH)^?.)^ 
qtuitcrt; oats, 1C^554 quarters^ oatoitti, 428n 4]u;«rter«; rye, 99/) Id 
qvartert.** 



Whcutt 
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Ji 




S13»288^ at 31 


8 


496,039 6 


B 




48^58, at 18 


S 


44,400 8 


6 




203^19» at 12 





122,351 8 





^^m*9f •••••••«••••• 


I i,ts39» at lo 


u 




A 
U 




f >494, at 27 


4 


3,408 9 






39,OS7» at 21 


1 


41,172 11 


9 








jf.721,158 12 


8 



. •* Tho average importation of twenty year*, from 
1781 to . the 10th of Oaober, 1860, both indnsivd, 
was-^wbfat and flour, 334,587 qnarters; borfej, 62,094 
-^uartertf; oats, 498,425 quarters; rje, 34,447 quarters|- 
pease, 13,074 quarters ; beans, 23,487 quarters ; rice« 
161,751 <twt.3^the annual aterage vaiu« of which was; 

"Wbeat, fA 14 9 

Bafky, 1 8 lO 

Oiits, 10 9 

Pease, ....v..-...*.-^ ' — 1 i4 » 

Belns, 1 14 9 

^ The arerage exportation for twenty years, vtaw 
Irom 178), to 10th of OAober, 1800^ both indi^ 
mt% was->-wheat and flour, 50,965 quarters; barley# 
29,456 quarters; oats, 12,256 quarters; oatmeal, 2789 
bolls*; lye, 6488 quarters; pease, 4189 quartersf 
l)enns, 99G2 quafteH; tn^Iti 50,715 ^nartca^; riee^ 
91,519 c\«. 

" The tapid progress of that gpratly incfcasiiif evA, % 
dependende on other %:>untries for sub^encc^stro^;^^ 

* A boH^ HOlU 

Appears 
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appeart irom the average importatioiis of the last fifteett^ 
yean, viz. 



Vean, 
ending 




Wheaten 
Flour. 


f 


I' 


li 


>* 
tA 


1 


1 


.1-" 


1790 
1795 
1800 


107^78 
298,583 
617,935 


Cva. 
S5fi93 
87/k<J0 
1S0,8(X) 


Sl,88<) 
94,6DS 
[60,W5 


Or/. I^e«r*. 
464,657156,944 
784^5 94,471 
584,765 48,914 


Qrs. 

9,443 
39,195 
67^29 


— ' 1,799 24,857 
7519 17,193 37,393 
6047 19,746 16,70^? 



There ia a decreafl6.oa the average importation of 
oats £or the last five years, in consequence of the export 
of that article from Ireland and the Baltici having beets 
prohibited during an essential part of that period. We 
did not regularly import any consiilerable quantity of 
oatsi or oatmeal, previous to 176S ; but the impdrtation 
latterly has been $till greater, in proportion, than that of 
wheat, vis* from 600,000 to upwards of a million of 
quarters annually, including oatmeals 

The following average' exportations from Great Bri- 
tain, for the same fifteen years, mark how the expdrt 
of British com has declined. The greater part of that 
small exportation was sent to our own dependencies. 



Ave- 1 

Years,! £ 
ending^ ^ 


S 


I 


i 


1 
1 


k 


& 


1 


■i 


^790 [64,6Ctt 
U95 58,415 

iHno 1 s,77a 


Cwt, 
4t»557 

25,547 
18,900 


67,694 

6,863 
7,009 


Or*. iQr/. 
14^,085 
12,031 731 
11,2391 990 


Or.. 

3,496 
9t- 


«764 
3719 

aoos 


10,794 

7,702 
8,063 


Or*. 

102,611 
H,449 
8450 



• A boil, 1401b. 

A» "The 
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^ The last fifteen years include two remarkably bad 
hinrests, and so did the period from 1748 to 1768 ; and 
the years 1757 and 1767 were years of such scarcity, 
that it was necessary to take extraordinary steps, and the 
country teemed almost as much alarmed as in the years 
1796 and 1800V 



ImporUd into Gnat Srildiu 







Wheat Fiour. 


Oau. 










J 


i 


1 

3 
1 






1 


.1 


54 
41 
10 

114 
55 

121 


C 

o» 


1 




4 




1 

2 
4 


1794 

1795 
1796 
1797 
lY98 
1799 


*JO8,018 
2S7,89a 
ftl8|814 
454,882 
394,447 
4j2,99l 


7 
1 
1 
7 
I 
4 


11,129 

204,405 

14,M 
8,182 


23 
SS 

11 
21 
20 


845,483 
440,245 
740,348 
563,743 
721,547 
492^23 


2 
2 
1 
4 

\ 


•il,:nT 
24,250 
76,7 1 G 
57,043 
65,321 
431307 


1 25,765 
17,952 
39,963 
64,197 

116,278 
1 19«$36 


5 
1 

2 
7 
9 


20,900 
11,471 
160,486 
8/257 
6,819 
8pH 



fkmry at S faushib pemrt« « • 96,121 O 

' AVertgr, « « • • • 455,529 O 

Aveb^UBponof 1*79«| 1797, 1798, acl79», 5SJ,283 Of 

^ Avtngt importations of the last fifteen years, viz. 
iikiportatian of whcait, i 
Arcxngt of 5 yearsi ending 1789, 86,172 quartefs* 
Ditto of 5 years, ending 1794, 257,695 
Ditto of 5 years, chding 1799, 485,805 
besides large quantities of wheafen floor (almost the wholf 
of the wheat which comes from America is in the shape 

* Lord SBcrriELb't Remarks on the Deficiency of Grtin, Part ni« 
pp. 133, 1S4, 1S5, 1S7| 138. 1801. 
t Question of Scal-eity, 1800, p. 93. 

of 
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bf fionr) ) Mnd if the present year bid been incliMlied^ the • 
increase would hare appeared much greater» as^ from the 
4th of January to thi 10th of Oftobei', liOO^ the adomti 
U 9S6g967 quarters of wheat and flour*/* 

^< Iffif^ of Wheats fim lUii btto England. 







Qiartert. 


Both. 


IvSl 




159,766 


7 


1782 




79,778 


6 


178S 


MM ••^••••M** 


505,161 


3 


1784 




178,898 





1785 




^4,881 


1 


1786 


••«• MM^ 


56,587 


5 


1787 




50,467 


1 


1788 


^••••••••••••^•■•••M*** 


If9,S48 


7 


1789 




98,847 




1790 




216,948 




178'! 


•« •••• •••• 4m»»mi»4—»* 


459,494 


S 


1792 




29,140 


S 


179S 




48j^,766 


6 






6 



Average, ld3,2IO . Of-*^ 



f •> ■ . .M, i ■ .1^ 

* Lord 8aafr»tD*t Remarks on tht Dcflcicm|y«T Ofay, Pltfcn* 
p.8f. taeo. 

f QneitMn of Scarcity, 1800^ p. ss: 
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[At page 372. 

Great Britain in the Year 1796, distinguis/ung 



Wheat Flour. 



Cwt. qrs. Ibt. 

23 



2442 
Gibra] 7428 
Irehm 1720 
Islai 25 
Gaem 6444 

& A63,688 3 
Brit. ( 693 3 
West; 



g fMadej 1(58 
Irelaiij 84 
s < Colon 1314 
Wtst 



1560 



2 



Africa 82.442 1 
East I 



Oats. 



Qrs. Bush. 
9^7 6 



310 



4 .. 

6727 5 
333 4 



6543 



J52P 



Oatmeal. 



Bolls lbs. 
49a 22 



84 123 



825 131 
600 112 



Barfey. 



Qrs. Busb. 
20 61 



28 7 



140 .. 
4073 3 J 
170 6 



2007 118 4433 7 



Obo 



2056 2 



273e> 2 



Rye. 



Qrs. Buslk. 



72 



72 



50 



50 
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\h of January to tj\ 
^re Imported. 
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leat. 



Qn. Bush. 



Cwt. 
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to J709> hoth 




Indian MeaL 



Cwt. qrs. lbs 



4(f 



t 



2753 



2759 
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Account df the If ilntbef ofBtHci or Nedl dattUydnd 
Skeepy aknuall}/ bfdUght for Sale to Smithfield" 
Market y from the Y6arVt32 to 1806, both inclu^ 
she. 



Ye^rs. 




Cattle^ 




Sheep. 


1 Too 

1 


•••• 


'70jZiU 




51*,70U 






QA 1 fin 




eee a en 


173* 






•••• 


dOO,Sily 


1 '7Q. C 

1 / Jo 


•••• 


0^|09* 


•••• 


IfQA q7a 


173o 


•••• 


o / jDUD 


- •»«• 


j>o r ,*9KV/ 


1 •70*7 

1737 




on qaO 


•••4 


|tA7 QOft 


1 10.(1 


•••• 


O 1 y\Jk\> 


•^U 


i709,V# V 


17^5* 




OOj /Of 


••«4 


ei;Q Qon 

000,99W 


17*0 




a J. Qi A 
0*|0 lU 




OUlfV^V 


17*1 




f r 1* 


•«•• 


fSQ#; 1 Qfl 

o^o,iov 


17*z 


• ••• 


7if|DvI 






17*3 


• ni 


/ 0|* f d 


••«• 


vOOji^v 


17** 


■•»« 


/OyO*o 




*9l/,0*V 


t Til 

17*5 




7*^ loo 


•••4 




T 1A.O 
/7*Q 




I l|0o« 


•••« 




1 /*< 






•••4 


wis 1,1 




•Mi 




•••« ' 


610,090 


1749 


•••« 


7i,706 


-•4 




175Cf 


•••• 


70,765 


•••• 


656,S40 


1751 


imii 


69,58Sl 




6S1,S90 


17£S! 


•••« 


78,708 




6«Z,U)0 


1758 


••»# 


75,250 






17£* 




70,487 


•••• 


6S1,SA> 


175S 




?4,fl90 




647,100 


17^6 


•••• 


77,257 


••«« 


624,710 


17^7 


•••• 


82,612 


•••* 


574^ 


175S 




84,25£ 
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Tean. 




Cattk. 




Slitep. 


1759 






•••• 


582,250 - 


1760 




88,594 


•••« 


622,210 


1761 




82^14 


•••• 


666^010 


1762 


•••• 


102,831 


•••• 


772,160 


I76S 


•••• 


80,851 


•••• 


653,110 


176* 


•••• 


75,168 




556,360 


1765 


•••• 


81,6S0 




537,000 


1766 


•••• 


75;584 




574,790 


17^7 


• ••• 


77,324 


.... 


574,050 


1768 


•••• 


79,660 




628,170 


1769 


•••• 


82,131 


•••• 


642,910 


17Y0 


•••• 


86,890 


•«•• 


649,090 


1771 


•••• 


93,573 


• ••• 


631,860 


1772 


•••• 


89i503 


• ••• 


609,540 


1773 


.... 


90,133. 


• ••• 


609,740 


177* 




90,419 


•••• 


585,290 


1775 




93,581 


• ••• 


623,950 


1776 


•••• 


98,872 


•••• 


671,700 


1777 


• ••• 


93,714 


• ••• 


714,870 


nVs 


* •••• 


97,360 




658,540 


1779 


•••• 


97,352 


• ••• 


676,540 


1780 


• ••• 


102,383 


• ••• 


706,850 


1781 


•••• 


102,543 


■ »•• 


748,330 - 


17^2 


•••• 


101,176 


•V 


728,970 


lies 


•••• 


101,840 


• ••• 


701,610 


1784 


•••• 


98,143 


• ••• 


616,110 


17'85 


•••• 


^,057 


•••• 


641,470 


17^6 


•••• 


92,270 


•••• 


665,910 


1787 


• ••• 


94,946 


•••• 


668,570 


1788 


•••• 


92,829 


• •»» 


679,100 


1789 


• •«• 


93,269 


•••• 


698,700 


1790 


«••« 


103,708 


•••• 


729,660 


1791 


• ••• 


99fiSS 


•••« 


729,800 
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'375 



Years. . 


Cattle. 


Sheep. 






.... I0^,d07 


1793. 


•••• llO|4oo 


'TOO Q 1 A 


1791? 


.... 109,004 


.... 7 17,99 J 


1795 


131,090 


.... 745,640 


1796 


117,152 


.... 758,840 


1 19( 


108^377 


.... 693,510 


1793 


107,470 


0... 753,010 


1799 


122,98b 


.... 834,400. 


1800 


12j,04o 


o42,21Q 


] 801 


ld4,55o 


.... 7dQ,5oO 


1802 


.... 126,389 


.... 743,470 


1803 


115,884 


.... 776,090 


1804 


.... 113,993 


.... 912,390 


1805 


.... 130,069 


.... 916,560 


1806 


«.•• 124,392 


.... 859,870 



It is to be observed also, that the size and weight, both 
of cattle and sheep, hUve probably increased at least one- 
fourth since 1732; according to which rate, the consump- 
tion of meat per pound, has augmented, besides the ad- 
dition in point of number. 

The increase every ten years, since 1732, is as follows: 

Sheep. " Cattle. 

Consumption in 1794, 109,064 .... 717,990 

Increase, compared with the con-^ ,^^1 101,880 
sumption in 1784— ten years, J 

Ditto in 1774 — twenty years, 18,645 .... 132,700 

Ditto in 1764— thirty years, 33,896 .... 161,630 

Ditto in 1754 — forty years, 34,774 .... 86,640 

Ditto in 1744— fifty years, 92,416- .... 2£r,S70 

Ditto in 1732— sixty-two years ..... 32,854 .... 203,290 

B b 4 Conse- 
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Consequently the total increase, in sixty-two years* 
amoants to die enormous number of 82,854 head of 
cattle, and 808,290 sheep, for the metropolis al<Mie*. 



Human Food from Grass-Land: u Lordship in Camlridgeshire. 



Acres, 
3000, 



Saj 1000 beasts cost 14/. each; 

weight in 30 stone, oat 56 stone 

increase 26 stone ; sold for 9iL 
3000 sheep ; weight In 16 lb« a quar- > 

ter, out 80 lb.; increase 16 stone ' 
Wool of ditto, at 3| to a tod; sajr 

866 todsy at 1/. Is, or 9d. 

pound 

Average profit, 3/. Bd, per acre. 
Average auunal food, 137 lb. per acre. 
7000 acres to keep 24,300 sheep in 

summer. 
In winter 500Q 



'I 



29,600 



Of which, 
20,000 sheadings will increase 20 lb. ^ 
each ^ 
4500 lamb-bogs, 12 lb. each • • • • 
5000 winter stock, 6 lb. each • • • • 



Profit Ltcrease^ 



700O 



lb. 
364,000 



1200 48,000 



000 



10,000 400,000 



29,500 

200 store beasts, increase 10 stone each 
And the 24,500 summer stock wilU 
clip 3| to a tod, or 7000 tods of > 
wool, at 1/. L$. ^ 



1350 
750 



70O 
7350 



54,009 
30,000 



28/K)0 



29,5250 924,000 



f Osoeral EaclMure, p. 11. 

ATer:^ty 
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10,000. Average, 2/. 18*. 6<f. pcrftcre. 

Avenge of animal food, 92 lb. per acre. 
Average rent per annum of said 10,000 kcres, 18*. 6i. aB 
acre, viz. 

Of the 3000 acres, l/. 2i* 
Of the 7000 ditto, 17$. 

18s. 6d. an acre rpnt» producing 92 ib. of food, is in the propof^ 
tion of 5 lb. of meat for every shilling of rent*. 



• Anaalt, VoL XXXVIH. 



1 

I 

210. XtX» 
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No. XIX. 



General Efichsure. 



^ The whole extent of these commons, I apprehend, 
does not comprehend more thsm 20^000 Kres. The soil 
of a few of them consists of a poor cold loam ; of others, 
of a wet stiff Clay ; but the principal part abound in 
gravel and tand. They are in general covered with furze, 
and fern, interspersed with patches of grass; and feed some 
lean cattle and poor half-starved sheep. If they were in a 
state of severalty, under proper systems of management^ 
they might undoubtedly be made of great value. Enclo- 
sures would do much i industry and due attention to the 
natural produce, and what has been cultivated on similar 
loiU in other places, would do more. Nature is a wise 
counsellor, and those who follow her advice, can, with 
the aid of art and observation, do wonders in agriculture. 
. " I shall here take the liberty of suggesting to the Ho- 
nourable Board of Agriculture, tHe propriety of recom- 
mending to the Legislature a plan for a General AA of En- 
closure, founded on the principles of Mr. Gilbert's Aft 
for incorporating parishes for tlie support of the poor, so 
far as that Aft relates to the callLog a meeting, and deter- 
mining by a majority of two-thirds in number and value 
of the occupiers, whether theii cjmmon shall be divided^ 
and if determined in the aiErm. tivc, then to proceed by 
appointing Commissioners, aiid expediting the business. 




^ in cases where separate of parliament have becA ^ 
obtained*/' 

« %. 

At present, the expense of obtaining "a separate A^l^ 
and of the proceedings of the Commissioners, is solarg^^ 
as to deter many from such an undertaking. Wiiere 
commons are small, they will probably long continue da 
their present nnproHtable state, as it generally happens 
tfazt some obstinate or selfish proprietor objeAs to an equi- 
table and feir distribution, if there is not authority !• 
enforce it« 

Were a General Enclosure Bill obtained, many thou* 
sand acres of naturally good land, would soon be changel 
£rom their present negleded and unprofitable state, 
find employment and food for the people, of which mc 
do not raise sufficient at this time for our consumption^ 
The bill should extend not only to wastes, but incluuc 
common fields, common meadows, and an allotment or 
recompense to the claim of common right, during a cof- 
tain part of the year 3 to a considerable quantity of ridk 
meadows upon the Severn, the Avon, Scaf*^ 



^ There are many good and rich commons ia Kendaii, 
and the adjoining parishes, well worth enclosing i but the 
expense of obtaining the aAs of parliament, and the 
Commissioners' charges in fixing the different allotmexife^ 
prevent the owners firom applying to parliament* 

^ H. Robinson^ 



^ Coiild a General Enclosure £ill be devised, the vrxher 
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bas no doubt but that a general ixureasc of prodliice WobU. 
soon be experienced. In this da]6 we have several thou- 
sand acres of common pasture over-run with rushes, heatb« 
and brushwood, that wouM he immediately enclosedt and 
consequently improved, bv the exertions of the land^ 
owners, and their tenants.-^Though particular enclosures 
may have failed in these beneficial effe£b, it is to be at- 
tributed rather to the serious expenses of procuring a hill^ 
and the unprincipled opposition of a few interested indir 
Yiduals, than the general bad policy of the measure. 

** Jeff. Wood, 

•* Curatt of Afigarth, York 



In the best parts of this Riding, few open or com^ 
tnon fields now remain, nearly the whole having long 
been enclosed the moors and mountainous parts still re- 
main in their original state ) but such is the spirit of im* 
provemcnt, that were the many obstacles removed that 
oppose enclosures^ no waste lands would long remain ne^ 
glcftcd, that were capable of cultivation : and even under 
all the prcsentf diflicultics, several enclosures, under ails 
of pscrUament, have taken place. i3ot sirKe tfiis Report 
mas first drawn up, an almost total ttop has been put to 
«ll impitaveinents, and not more than one or two ads (ot 
cnclasure in this RiJkig have bees passed in 1797) VfMg 
»ndir»9V' 

At prtiscnt, a rot tee of a petition fo parliament, for 
the appropriation of unstinted commons, implies Ad 
watch-word havoc-k I — he is the best feUpw vfhogio^ tfttf 



ihoit. 
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Irtostphmder. ' And until son>€ genml lal^ bf endosurs 
be established, this uncirilised mode of procedure most 
liecessarily continue. 

^ The mnltiplicatioa of statute$ has ever been spokot 
of as an evil ; and although public aAs may in general 
be meant, private bills may properly be included. Thett 
peeds no apology, therefore, for venturing to recommend 
one aft of parliament vhich would predude the passing 
of a thousand. 

^ Bills of enclosure must occupy much of the attend* 
,ance of parliament, and divert their attention from matters 
of public importance. Besides, private interest, although 
it may not be able to exert its influence in parliament at 
large, it may be difficult to shut out entirely from its 
committees: but who can lower the dignity of parGa- 
ment more than private interest being permitted, in anj 
ways to warp its determinations ? 

That a general bill of enclosure might be framed to 
pnswer the purpose of an equitable appropriation of com— 
fnonable lands, in a much higher degree than has been, 
pt perhaps ever can be obtained by separate bills, appears 
to my mind indispuiiable \ fmd why such a measure has 
not l<Mig ago been adopted, would be difficult for any 
inan out tif parKament to eonceiye. 

It would be improper in me to diftate to parliament, 
night be wrong to ofier my sentiments too freely in 
ftM place, bat having ventured to censure the present 
mode cff enclosure by ai): of parliament, it is incumbent 
on mt to convey soofc idea of what I eonceiye would be 
^ iitiprovemenf. 

« ki every tovmship, fcur distinft interest^ claim a 
l^ght of sharing in itfrconmonable lands : namely, lands, 
fioilses, thhc*, and the lordship. The two former have 





APPENDIX. 



«f , the other two arises soldv out of the encldsarr*. 
Hence it follows, that it is the consent and approbation 
of the two former interests which ought to be obtained, 
previous to a change from the open to the enclosed state ; 
ibr die two latter may be supposed to be always ready toi 
leceire proposals for an encloaure- 

** It has already been scent that when the tithe and 
lordship are able to draw over to them a third interest^ 
they can gain the desired point. But the evil effeft o£ 
enclosures thus conducted has also been seen. There- 
lore, in fixing a general rule for the quantity of appro^ 
pviation requisite to an enclosure, the other interests, are. 
wiove particulacly to be attended to. 

** Were the lands and the houses cqu;^ situated with, 
ctspe^ to the commons^ to be enclosed, a msyority of 
each might.be sufiicient. But this not being the ca$e in 
any township, a larger proportion seems necessary*. 
Thiee-foorths might in many cases be too sn)aH » but as 
cnclosores are, in all human probability, beneficial to tbc^ 
public^ it might be impolitic to fix it higher. 

" Thus it appears to me, that in framing a general lavr 
of enclosure^ three-fourths in value of the Und, and 
three-fourths in number of houses, with the consent of 
the lord of the soil, ought to be coiuideved as the req»i-^ 
site quantity of approbation. 

" The quantity of right of the several interests,, alid* 
of tlic individuals of each interest^ has been already di^** 
cnssed : and although the ptesent sketch may not afibrd: 
sufiicient matter for the completioo of the general law 
proposed, I am clearly convinced that, without any ex- 



* The tithe of woof, lamha, And mtlk, only evceptad ;. aiticlei oft 
sffnH Talue^ compared with the tithe produce of Undt in a sUte of cui^ 
tiwtion. 

traordinary 
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tpordinary exertion xjf studj or applicatioD| suck a law 
might be formed. 

** Unstinted commons would constitute the principal 
pt)je& of the bill; but stinted commons, common fields^ 
common meadows and ever^ class of special matter re-w 
speding enclosures* might be included and provided ibr. . 
. Authorized and guided by a general bw of this zia- . 
ture^ the business of enclosure would be Bulk and easy* . 
Every man, before he set out, would know with^ertainty . 
hjs proportional share ; and the aft would empower the 
several interests to ..make choice of Commissioners to sc- , 
cure to them their respective rights* 

Numberless enclosures remain yet to be made i and 
it were much to be regretted^ tl^t the att^tion of parlia- 
ment should be so uoprofitably employed ; and that the 
property of individuals should be subjeded to so much 
hazard, as it is to be feared they will be, while common 
lands are continued to be appropriated by separate biHsy 
without any established principles of enclosure*.** 

Mr. PoRSTBK, a gentleman very intelligent in hus- 
bandry, at Royston, lanvented the great inconvenience of 
open fields, pleading strenuously for a general enclosure. 
He cannot sow turnips in the open fields, without leave 
from the parish floclc-master, and pays 1/. 6d. an acre to 
the shepherd for not eating the crop, as there are scarcely 
any sheep kept but on the parochial flock farms ; and on 
their chalky lands they are bound by the common course^ 
to fiillow land to which much ploughing is injurious to m 
very great degree, making that lighter, which is too light 
alreaKly. Most of their straw they are at present forced 
to send to inns, to take the dung, whereas, if the lands 



• Manh«U*« Yorlc» t«1 Lp. IOQl 

were 
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fvc/c ctttfciscd^ tt would be inorc profitsAlc fer tt^ fittncm 
to have stock of their own*." 

* The preceding case^ are suiSdeot to diew that en« 
closing has gone on as wdl in Hertfordshire, as we hare 
any reason to expcft in a county to generally enclosed of 
old time. There remains, howercrj mnch to be done ia 
the northern pare of the county ; and there are smaller 
scattered common fieldt In many other parts with etten-^ 
sive commons also in the western district Many of them 
aie tbo small to pay the expense of a distind aft of cii* 
closure, bnt all would be properly cultivated under d)kO 
san£bon of a general att*.** 

^ llertford A|TiciiIture» p. 4Si, 
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County Reports^ 



The means of effeftlng a General Enclosure of all the 
open fields and commons in the kingdom, is a subje6b 
highly deserving the attention of the Board ; and very 
fortuhately for the future attainment, of so great an ob^ 
je&, the Reports abound with numerous calls from every 
part of the kingdom, on the Legislature, to take so im^ 
portant a ma^ into their deliberation. Nor ought it to 
. escape notice, that every one of these Reports that touch 
upon this businesSi recommend the same measure ; and 
coming not always as the opinion simply of the respe^ive 
Surveyors, but colleAed from the most intelligent persons 
th^ met with, it deserves no inconsiderable attention. 
The measure is a General Aft, that shall render separate 
applications to Parliament for every parish unnecessary. 

expense attending Bills of this sort, whether con- 
tested or not, are very great, and in some cases enor- 
mous; arising from the question being evidenced, de- 
bated, and decided in the capital, under the unavoidable 
delays which business of greater c»nsequei^cc^ and other 
circumstances, will necessarily occasion. 

By giving this power to some judicature already esta- 
blbhed, like the court of Quarter Sessions, or to a jury 
of the vicinage, summoned by the Sheriff ; a great part of 
such expense and delay might be saved ; the smallest com* 
mm would become obje£b of improvement as well as the 
largest; and the proprietors of all would be much }ess 
ready to Ofqpose such propositions, when they had no 
longer reason to dread such heavy expenses as sometimes 

cc '* render 
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raider their views of relmbursementj oncertalh am^ 
remote. 

The intelligence with which the County Reports to the 
Board of Agriculture abound, upon this very important 
subjeft, is various and interesting; and so uniform in 
every part of the kingdom, that there seems but ont 
voice to condemd the common and open«fiekl systeid, to 
represent the unquestionable benefits of several and dis* 
tm(k property, and to call upon the Board to make the 
most energetic efforts to procure a General that shall 
prevent the necessity of any future application to the Le-*' 
gislature* ' 



Dorset. 

Very valuable tra£ts of common land, of horse and cow-i> 
leas, which yield now 7/. or 8/. an acre, would, if di^ 
vidcd, become worth 18/. or 20/. To cSc£t such divisionst 
something is wanting less expensive than an A£t of Parlia^f 
ment, which often defeats the improvement by the heavy 
charge incurred ; seldom less than 300/. or 400/, besidcal 
the risk of not succeeding. 



Srdford, 

A well digested General Bill, for the Enclosure ot com- 
mon fields, commons and waste lands, would wonder^ 
fully operate towards the success of Enclosures^ 



Carmarthen* 

T^.e great impediment is the difficulty of obtainilig 9epa^ 
rate A^s of Parliament for every Enelosufe: to removi 
this difficulty, would be one of the most popular and be* 
neficial undertakings in which the fiOard could engagcC 
• Inidligcnt 
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Intelligent persons think that an AQ should be passed to 
cmpovrer the Custos of each county, with the Magistrates 
assembled in Sessions, to appoint Commissioners. It is 
generally believed in this county, that such an would 
be the means of enclosing every acre of waste land ia 
Soutb Wales (capable of cultivation) in^a very few years* 



Cumberland* 

Enclosures would be a source of great improvemeot/ 
could it be done at a moderate expense : the charge of 
obtaining an Ad of Parliment, and the various additions 
made thereto by the practitioners of the law, are in somi: 
cases three or four times more th^n all the other expenses 
pQt together. Surely this might be avoided by a Gene« 
ral AA. 



Durham. 

Some general law or process of light expense^ for the 
jdivbion of unenclosed lands, is a frequent and fervent 
wish among the proprietors, aa^d tl^p most intelligent 
(armers of this county. 



Hunts. 

A well-digest):d General Bill for theEnclosqre of COOIr 
inon £elds, commons and waste lands, would wonder? 
fully operate towards the success of £n<4osure. 



Lancaster. 

Great is the want of a General Enclosure Bill, to facili- 
tate the troublesome business of enclosing, and render it 
pore expeditious and less expensive. 

c c 2 There 
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There :ire man^ thousand acres capaUc of bdng csItU 
vaitaii ami made into either arable^ pasturcy or meadow 
bAd> of a rery good qnaiiry, provided these wastes weve 
enclosed, dWided and improved; and, to effeft this, there 
is neither wanl of incUnttion nor spirit among the inha^ 
bttan^ But there is a want of a General Enclosure Bill 
to facilitate that troublesome business, and render it 
nore expeditious and less expensive. 



llie expense, bicofiTenience, and difficulty of obtain^ 
fcig separate A^s of Parliament, aic found to be so burw 
thensome, as to prevent Enclosing. The unanimous op». 
nloa among all who hate paid attention to it is, that OM 
General A£k should empower the enclosure and dtvisi6D9 
without separate application* 



enclosing foimd to be of such immense consequence^ 
«hat every obstvuAion iiHich wanted to be removed^ One 
jgenei*al A£t of Parliament, under which any parish tkat 
would agree in itself^ should be able to cffeA it. The 
great expense of separate bills operate as a powerful dis- 
couragement : for, in the course of obtaining the Bill, 
the evidence must go up to town, and attend a Com* 
mittcc of the Commons ; afterwards be sworn at the Bar 
of the IfOrdsy and attend their Committee also. And aa 
these attendances are often at intervals considerably dis* 
tant froni each other, the evidence must, all this time, 
either he -supported in town, at a great expense^ or nudce 
three or four journies; and as this sort of evidence isge^ 
pcrally givep by professioiial men^ whose time is valuable. 



Middle j€se^ 



th<S9 




these delays arc very inconvenient, and frequently ope- 
rate so powerful upon the minds of the people, that many 
an Enclosure is passed over, which would otherwise be 
cffefted. This in a great measure will account for sq 
many of our commons and common fields having re- 
mained so long in their present state. 



Rutland. 

Highly to be lamented, that an AA of Parliament should 
be made so expensive, as the advantages of Enclosing are 
$0 great to the national interests. 



Pembroke. 

The great trouble and enormous ei^pense attending the 
present mode of applying to parliament for enclosure and 
draining bills, is known to be a very great hinderance to 
the improvement of waste lands. People of small for- 
time dread the expense of these applications so muchy 
that th^ will rather permit their interest in waste lands^ 
to lie dormant, than subjeA themselves to an expense 
they are unable to bear. To remedy this evil would be 
a most popular and beneficial undertaking. A General 
A£t should empower the Gustos of each county, with the 
Magistrates in Sessions, to appoint Commissioners to di- 
vide and enclose* 



Westmoreland. 

A General Enclosure Bill for the whole kingdom greatfy 
wanted. 



Northampton. 
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Northampton. 

The great obstacle to Enclosurci !s the difficulty and ex^f 
pense of procuring diftinA of Parliament. 

Somerset. 

It is a subjeft of regret and astonlshmenti that so few 
means h^ye been devised by the Legislatuve, either to fki- 
Ijtate or extend its progreis. liow much i$ tp be done 
this way. a General Enclosure A£t, unfettered by tediou^ 
and expensive formalitiesi would speedily manifest. Such 
an k.& mighty without hazard of injury, be entrusted to 
a given number of Justices at die Quarter Sessions, to 
dispense its powers, anfi controul its execution. 



Worcest(r^ 

More would certainly take place, were it not ion ^ 
expense which attends the procuring of of Parlia^ 
ment for that purpose. 



Tork-'Norti Riding. 

The principal obstacle to the improvement of the 
moors, is the great expense of obtaining A£ks of Parlia«> 
nient for the Enclosure. One open field of only 250 
acres was made a few years since, and the expense of ob? 
taining the A£t alone, without any opposition, cost the 
proprietors 370/. 



rork-^ff^fst Riding. 

The expense of particular A£b impedes this great work* 

It 
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tt would be of grea£ utility that a General Bill wflts passeci 
for that purpose, as is already the case in Scotland, leaving 
it to the Judge Ordinary of the bounds, to put it in exe- 
cution, when application for that purpose was made by 
any of the proprietors. 

On account 6f which difficulties! and its general he* 
nefits, surely it oUght to be taken up as a national concern^ 
and be freed from the great expense of soliciting and ob-* 
taining sej^arate Afb of Parliauient, by passing a General 
Bill, td empower a certain proportion of dwneri, accord- 
ing to the rental of their estates, tO agree ^nd enter 
upon enclosing, drainitig, and imprdvidg the common 
waste lands in the parish or parishes of, &c. Stc, after 
having given regular notice of such resolution at the Ge- 
neral Quarter Sessions, and having the same properly re- 
gistered by theGlerk of the t^eace; In which A£l, each dis- 
trift containing lands to be enclosed, should be liuiited to 
not mOr^ than three parishes, and a due portion of land 
to be allotted tO the poor in each parish, in lieii of an- 
cient Usage } the rest to be ordered and provided alccord- 
ing to the teiior of particular AAs, or as the wisdom o^ 
parliament shall think fit. Aii indulgence of this kind 
was granted a few years suiee> in a general bill, for the 
better inalntenance of the pdot*.^ 

Was a Gencl-al Bill for theEnclosure of Wastelands^ 
tinder proper restrictions, to be padsed, the Undertaking 
Would be less formidable, as to expense, and be more 
i-eadily put into pra£tice by every class of owners and te- 
nants. Many an idler would then be employed, and 
numbers of useful hands be diverted from a hazardous 



* Renurks on the Eipedleoct and Utilkj ct Encloiing Waftt Land, 
p. 4. 

dandes- 
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cbiklMiiic trtffic> to & ceittin comforta ble sdbtSitcmcem 
£xfensive wastes would be Mj apportiaiied uHo proper 
•sited fanns ; firiQ-hoMS and cott^cs be ereAed ; and 
national wealth sind strength, would consequently in- 
crease*.'* 



' * Remila on Uw SKptdUoee and Udfity of EndDuBg Watte Lands^ 
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